
Greetings Parents: 

The GLPA Chapter completed another event-
ful year in 2006/7.  We welcomed and pro-
vided orientation to the Class of 2011 at the 
picnic on June 9th, at the Coast Guard Station 
in Michigan City IN.  A heartfelt thank you to 
recent Graduate, Victor Yaguchi, 07, who 
spoke to the families and new Swabs, sharing 
his CGA experiences and perspective.  Our 
second picnic, on August 11, was primarily 
for fun, and was highlighted by trips out on 
Lake Michigan on the station’s swift Motor 
Boat.   Continued on Page 2... 
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A Word From The President 

Fall 2007 Issue         Published Bi-annually by the Great Lakes Chapter  

 

     Do we have your current 
email address?  Much of our 
information is sent out by 
email to save postage.  If 
you have not received email 
notifications from us, please 
take a minute to send your 
email address to Chris Pappe 
at  chris@pappe.org 
Thank you! 

 All Academy Balls 

It’s that time of year, the All Academy Balls 
are just around the corner.  Here are the 
dates and contact emails if you wish to en-
quire about tickets, typically $50ea, cadets 
attend for free. 
IL—Dec 29th Murray_Robert_D@cat.com 
MI—Dec 28th dndonlon@yahoo.com 
WI—Dec 28th mayernan@yahoo.com 



On August 12th, I began an interesting and unique voyage on 
the USCG Cutter Eagle, on  the Atlantic Ocean from Norfolk, 
VA-to-New London, CT.  My 2nd Class Cadet Son, Travis 09, 
happened to draw, as one of his summer assignments, the 
task to spend (4) weeks aboard the Eagle as Cadre for the 
2011 Swabs.  As such, he was able to request, and was 
granted permission for me to travel aboard the Eagle for (1) 
week as a civilian guest. 

My overall experience aboard the Eagle was truly eye-
opening. 

First noteworthy observation; I was impressed with the mili-
tary professionalism of the Eagle Officers and Crew. 

Secondly, I was struck by the skill level of seamanship dem-
onstrated by the (21) Cadre Members, as well as the high 
degree of leadership they conveyed toward the Swabs during 
the voyage.  The Cadre had an amazing grasp of all opera-
tional aspects of the Eagle, as well as the capability of im-
parting so much of their knowledge to Swabs.  It is remark-
able when you realize that these same Cadre were Swabs 
themselves, a mere two years prior.  This is a real tribute to 
the intense training regimen to which CGA Cadets are sub-
jected. 

Thirdly, the Swabs were sharp, obedient, weary (from Swab 
Summer), and unfortunately seasick in some cases.  But at 
all times, the Swabs were certainly wide-eyed and enthusias-
tic to participate and to learn the ropes, knowing that their 
time will come. 

Finally, I was most struck by the trying conditions of life on-
board the Cutter that probably all military personnel experi-
ence in one manner or another.  There are difficult jobs that 
they are asked to perform routinely.  On board the Eagle, 
the most awesome activity has got to be when they climb 
high up the mast and out onto the arms to set sails.  There 
is no other word to describe this undertaking than simply 
“breathtaking”.  Yet, when the Cadets return to deck level, 
they typically shrug-off the whole activity as “no big deal”.  
It’s probably a good thing that they are young.  You can be 
proud of your Cadet. 

Semper Paratus! 

Bob Murray 
President, GLPA 
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Photos on Left, from the top:   
•GLPA President Bob Murray 
on the deck.   
•Bob’s son Travis and his fel-
low cadre.   
•2/c Cadet Travis Murray.  
•Swabs & cadre gathered on 
deck. 

This page clockwise from top 
left:   
•Swabs practicing fire drill. 
•Setting the sails.   
•Bob under the set sails.  
•Swabs preparing to set the 
sails.   
•Swabs heaving a line. 
•Bob climbing the rigging. 

Photos from Bob Murray’s week long trip aboard America’s Tall Ship “Eagle” 
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Minutes of the Great Lakes Parents Assoc. of the 
USCGA 

08/11/07  Family Picnic Meeting  Michigan City 

CG Station, IN 

 

Attendance: 29 people signed in on a list with e-

mail addresses and cadet names: 

Dan &Shari Hohnstadt(’10); William & Anne Murray(’09 
& ’11); Bob Murray(’09), Pres; Dennis & Nancy Don-
lon(’10), VP; Bob & Peggy Jordan(’07), Secretary; 
Anne Dooley(’08), Treasurer; Todd & Patti Duf-
fett(’11); Debbie & Geoff & Matthew Page(’08 & ’11); 
Scot & Katie Aten(’08); Heidi, Rick & Joan Libner(’10); 
Ann Corwell(’11); Deb & Richard Tatara(’11); Terry 
Anderson(’11); Chris & Mary Pappe(’10); Bob & Joyce 
Carsey(’11); and Alan Blount(’04). 

 

Business Meeting: 

Bob Murray welcomed all, then briefly intro-
duced the main decision of the day was to decide on 
how much of a donation our chapter would make on 
Parent’s Weekend to the Nat’l Parents Assoc and 
whether we would earmark it for specific items. 

 Bob also expressed the need for a committee 
chairperson for the Cadet Support committee, which in 
the past has sent Cadet Cakes to the 4th class cadets in 
our chapter and US flags to our graduates. 

 Bob asked if anyone could help with the All 
Academy Balls which are held in each state in coopera-
tion with the other service academies. Nancy Donlon 
spoke about the Michigan Ball, Chris Pappe spoke of 
the WI Ball, and Bob Murray described the IL ball. No 
one from Indiana was in attendance today. 

 Bob recommended that our group have officer 
terms that mirror the school year and that if someone 
is interested in serving, please let him know by the 
June meeting, for elections at our August meeting. 

 Much discussion was had about our donation 
this year and the history of past identified needs and 
past donations.  Since no one from our group attended 
the July 1, 2007 Nat’l meeting we are not informed of 
any specific needs. Our Treasurer recommended that 
our donation be close in dollars to the amount fund-

raised in the past year. A motion was made, seconded, 
and unanimously carried to “Donate $1500 to the 
USCGA National Parents Association for use at the 
Academy, for the benefit of all cadets. Any specific 
designation to be at the discretion of our representa-
tive(s) at the Nat’l Parents Assoc meeting.” 

 

Further discussions:  

 Alan Blount spoke of the role of the USCG Aux-
illary and of the USCGAcademy Recruiting Program. 

 Joan & Rick Libner sought feedback on a fund-
raising/moneymaker idea of selling glass suncatchers, 
approx 7 inch in diameter with the USCG emblem. 
Joan also is interested in attending the Parents week-
end Nat’l Parents Assoc Mtg to get ideas for our fund-
raising appeal to target an identified, specific need. 

 

Fun stuff: lots of good food on the grill and brought 
to share, but the highlight was the Lake Michigan boat 
rides on the stations “go-fast” speedboat (Honey, if I 
fall out of this boat, at least I have the Coast Guard 
right at hand!) 

 

Respectfully submitted,  Peggy Jordan, Secretary,   
630-336-1931 cell. peggycpa@wideopenwest.com 

A footnote: after the meeting Ann Corwell & Debbie 
Tatara offered to work as the       Cadet Support Com-
mittee.   Yeah!!!!! 

 

 

GLPA Minutes 



Coast guard In The News 

SITKA, Alaska - A Coast Guard HH-60 performs a search and rescue, (SAR), demonstration following the annual Alaska Day 
Parade on October 18, 2007. The rescue swimmer is deployed to recover a person simulating distress in the water, displaying 

rescue techniques that would be used in an actual SAR case. (Official Coast Guard photo by Petty Officer Eric J. Chandler)  

SAN FRANCISCO (Nov. 7, 2007)- The motor vessel Cosco Busan, a 900-foot container carrier, allided* with one 

of the towers of the San Francisco Bay Bridge Wednesday morning, prompting a response from the Coast 
Guard, CALTRANS, the city of San Francisco and several other state and local agencies. Coast Guard photo. 

( * See editor’s note page 10 ) 
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3/c Summer—A brief photo Journal 

Compared to the rigors of Swab Summer, third class summer might seem like a dream vacation.  Except for the five weeks on Eagle sleeping in 
a rack so small you can barely roll over while the ship rolls back and forth with the swells and getting sprayed in the face with pepper spray 
while working seven days a week at a small boat station, it’s not that bad.  Looking back, it was a lot of fun too!  

Third class summer takes one of three forms; five weeks on Eagle followed by six weeks at a small boat station; or five weeks at a small boat 
station followed by six weeks on Eagle; or eleven weeks onboard a cutter stationed somewhere, anywhere, in the world. 

For 3/c Chris Pappe it was the former, five weeks cruising the Caribbean starting in San Juan Puerto Rico with stops in Barbados and Martinique 
followed by six weeks at small boat station Atlantic City.  Cruising the Caribbean the weather was great and the in port liberty a great time to 
explore a foreign land.  The duties onboard Eagle were varied and a lot was expected from all the cadets, it was a great time to enjoy sailing 
and learning.   

Back on land, small boat station duty was extremely busy.  With only a few weeks to learn as much as possible about small boat operations, 
rules and regulations there was hardly a spare moment.  Between riding on a helicopter and getting underway at all times of the day and night, 
life there was always on the go.  And then there was mace in the face!  Well, pepper spray actually, even so, none too pleasant. 

The following collection of photos speak for themselves, each one paints a thousand words.  3/c summer was an experience like no other col-
lege sophomore could hope to experience! 
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Amy Sloan Bloyd '97, was promoted to Lieutenant Com-
mander on September 1st.  She is currently the CG's Stan-
dard Workstation Asset Manager at Headquarters. She's the 
Contracting Officer's Technical Representative for the con-
tracts the Coast Guard uses for purchasing computers and 
servers.  She also works with manufacturers in the field to 
develop standard, enterprise-level computing solutions.  

Since our older daughter, Stacey, her husband, Dave, and 
our only grandchild, Emma (who will be 2 in November) live 
in Baltimore, we are able to visit everyone at one time.  On 
our last visit in August, we went to see Country Current, the 
Navy's country-bluegrass group, perform near Annapolis. 
 

Our daughter, Lt JG Christiane Grant 

(USCGA '04), is in the last semester of 
her Masters degree in Engineering at 
the University of Texas.  She and sev-
eral other military officers are in the UT 
civil engineering project management 
Masters degree program.  This is their 
duty station.  They are now beginning 
to work with the detailer on their up-
coming civil engineering unit location 
assignments.  Her area of concentration 
is military housing.   

Prior to being selected for the Engi-
neering Masters degree program, 
Chris was the engineer on the USCG 
Cutter Alert out of Astoria, Oregon, for 
2 years.  One month in port, and two 
months out on the Pacific was the 
usual schedule.  Although trained as a 
civil engineer, she made a heck of a 
mechanical engineer!  Hard core!  
 

This past summer, Sarah Hohnstadt, '10, Bravo, chose to 
serve on a cutter rather than the traditional 3rd class Eagle 
assignment. She applied and was accepted to serve on the 
USCGC Rush, stationed in Hawaii, for a tour that would take 
her to Alaska.  Unfortunately, the ship had engine problems 
and did not make it to sea. So she spent time on board in 
base. Between her painting and cleaning assignments, she 
earned some of the certifications and sign-offs she needed. 
When not working, she was able to spend some time (and 
lots of money!) at the beach, 
snorkeling, jumping off cliffs, and 
even sky-diving. Unfortunately, 
we have no pictures as her cam-
era was stolen at the Coast 
Guard base after the cadets had 
been maced (that was an experi-
ence she would not choose to do 
again!).  Toward the end of her 
10-week assignment, she was 
able to sail on the buoy-tender, 

Kukui, (see photo) from Hawaii to Midway and another small 
island, and back. As the only female on board, she felt as if 
she had 50 big brothers, but was able to do many things and 
get more of her required certifications.  While the summer 
did not go as planned, it was a great experience and helped 
her look forward to returning to school! 
 

4/c Cadet Melissa McCafferty, from Portland, Michigan, 
has been asked to be the reporter?  Diarist?  To provide 
journal entries for the academy's website journal. She's ex-
cited about opportunity to capture the academy experience. 
 

Ensign Derrick S. Miller (2007) is now stationed at Sec-
tor Seattle, WA 
 

Travis Murray, 2009  Travis had a full 
and pretty typical 2nd Class Slate of 
Training during Summer, 2007.  The 
highlight of the summer, (at least from 
his Dad’s perspective), was the Cadre 
assignment aboard the Eagle.  Dad got 
to join the crew for a week (see Presi-
dent’s Letter) 
 

1/c Cadet Lisa Myatt, USCGA '08, has had an extremely 
full summer. She 
started it off with a five-
week internship at 
USCG Headquarters in 
Washington D.C., where 
she did a number of 
buoyancy studies on 
pontoons culminating in 
a civilization safety re-
port and presentation. 
In the process also she 
learned all about com-
muting by subway, 
something that the ca-

dets don't typically have to deal with at the Academy in New 
London, CT. During the second half of the summer Lisa 
spent six weeks in Seattle, WA attached to the USCGC Polar 
Sea, a 399 foot icebreaker commissioned in 1978. Although 
the Polar Sea was 
in dry dock for 
most of the sum-
mer, that was actu-
ally to Lisa's advan-
tage as her major 
is Naval Architec-
ture and Marine 
Engineering. She 
was able to see 
things not normally 
viewable and was 

Cadet and Alumni News 

Lisa Myatt inspects the blocks in prepara-
tion for the 13.5 ton Polar Sea moving in to 
dry dock in June 2007 

USCGC Polar Sea after moving in to dry dock 
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able to participate in inspections not possible when a ship is 
underway. 
 

Tom Quill 2008.  We can't believe Tom is in his last year at 
the Academy.  The last few years have gone by very quickly.  
He spent much of the summer in Cleveland, Ohio doing a 
civil engineering internship.  He spent 5 weeks on the Neah 
Bay and than 7 weeks doing the internship which included 
quite a bit of travel for him.  He visited Coast Guard stations 
in New Jersey, North Carolina, Virginia Beach, and Michigan.  

He also was able to 
buy himself a brand 
new Chevy Colorado 
which we drove back 
with him in August to 
the Academy.  He is 
enjoying being a 
Firstie with having his 
own transportation.  
This Fall he continues 
to play on the Rugby 

team and is enjoying camping and other excursions with the 
Adventure Club.  He bought himself a snowboard and is 
planning on doing some skiing this winter.  Next winter will 
tell us where he will be stationed on Billet night so we are all 
anxiously awaiting his assignment next year. 
 

Ensign Ian Starr ‘06  Right now I'm the Admin Depart-
ment Head onboard DILIGENCE.  I'm in charge of the Food 
Services (FS) Division, the Health Services (HS) Division, the 
Yeoman (YN) Division, and the Storekeeper (SK) Division.  
I'm also the Property Officer--in charge of our entire inven-
tory (totaled over $27 million if you include DILIGENCE).  I'm 
also the Imprest Cashier, in charge of an emergency fund of 
$15,000.  I'm in charge of arranging logistics when we pull 
into and out of ports.  I'm a Landing Safety Officer (LSO) in 
charge of landing/launching our embarked helicopter.  I'm a 
Boarding Team Member, and working on getting qualified as 
a Boarding Officer.  When we patrol, we patrol anywhere 
from the Florida Straits to the Windward Passage (between 
Cuba and Haiti) to Sector San Juan (out by Puerto Rico) and 

even over to Central and South America.  Our primary mis-
sions are Alien Migrant Interdiction Operations (AMIO) and 
counter-drug operations.  On our most recent patrol, we 
worked off the coast of Florida and Cuba, interdicting mi-
grant smuggling speedboats and rafts.  We recovered over 
200 migrants, including some with severe injuries.  Once we 
brought them onboard, we would care for them and then 
transfer them to another cutter for (usually) repatriation in 
Cuba.  We also conducted Reverse Cycle Operations which 
involved running helicopter operations throughout the 
night...didn't get a whole lot of sleep during that time frame. 
 

Ens. Steven Welch  Has spent the last 65 days at sea. Pa-
trolling the Caribbean. He also had the opportunity to drive 
his cutter, USCGC Thetis, through the Gatun Locks in the 
Panama Canal. They spent they last three weeks in the Pa-
cific Ocean, participating in a 2 week multinational event 
designed to test their abilities to protect the Panama Canal 
(PANAMAX). They worked with Canadian, Chilean, Colom-
bian, Peruvian and US Naval Warships. They also crossed the 
equator and had an initiation for the first timers, Steve in-
cluded. At this time they are headed back to Key West for 30 
days then back out on Patrol. He is looking forward to the 
promotion to Ltjg in November and finding out where his 
next duty station will be. 

 

Victor Yaguchi, ‘07  My husband, Bob and I just saw Victor 
down in Pensacola, FL last weekend. He is doing well, surviv-
ing the academic, mental and physical rigors of flight school. 
He shares a nice house with other '07s in Flight School, Jim 
Freeman and Jon Hofius. All three have motorcycles, helmets 
& gear, and suntans because the beach is about all there is 
after the churches and auto repair shops that dot the land-
scape!  Yes, Victor says life is good after graduation and he 
is being paid to do something he wants to do. 

Cadet and Alumni News 

Here is a picture  of Steve Welch's latest at sea experience if you would 
like to use it . I just thought it was a cool picture of the bridge of the 
Thetis. Steve is standing outside. It was  taken by a rescue swimmer 
hanging out the helicopter, somewhere in he Carribean. 



Mission Statement 
Great Lakes Chapter of the U.S. Coast Guard Academy 

 Parents’ Association 

The Association is a non-profit organization which exists for the sole 
purpose of supporting the U.S. Coast Guard Academy and its Corps 
of Cadets.  It seeks: 

• to expand public understanding and appreciation of the Acad-

emy 

• to encourage well-qualified young men and women to apply for 

appointments as cadets 

• to promote communication between parents, cadets, and the 

Academy administration 

• and to make known to its membership the opportunities for 

participating in Academy and support projects offered by the 
U.S. Coast Guard Academy Alumni Association and the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary. 

Editor’s note:   

While reading the caption, provided by the USCG, for the 
photo on page 5, I was intrigued by the word “allided.”   

At first I thought it was a misspelling of “collided” so I decided 
to check with a quick search of the Internet using Google.  
Nothing.  Google insisted that I had misspelled “allied”, but 
still referenced a half dozen articles that contained the word 
“allided.” All of which referred to a boat of some sort hitting 
either a stationary object or another boat, (wouldn’t that be a 
collision?)  So I pulled out my trusty dictionary, the Webster’s 
New Twentieth Century Unabridged version, weighing in at 9 
1/4 pounds with 2,178 tissue thin pages containing over 
450,000 words, however, “allided” was not one of them.   

Scratching my head I went to onelook.com, an online diction-
ary resource that searches over 5 million words in 900+ online 
dictionaries, guess who was not there, “allided!”  Now I am 
about ready to call the USCG press office and ask why they 
insist on using a non-existent word in many of their press re-
leases, instead, I soldier on digging even deeper into the 
Internet.  I find a legal document containing “allided” with a 
footnote, perhaps this will answer my question: “What does 
‘allided’ mean and is it a real word?”   

The footnote said, “A vessel allides if, while under way, it runs 
into a stationary vessel. Black’s Law Dictionary 69 (5th ed. 
1979) defining ‘allision’.”  Black’s Law is the original dictionary 
of American legal terms, published even before the Oxford 
English dictionary, and is available for purchase for around 
$69.  It is only available online if you have a subscription to 
the Westlaw information service, I don’t.  Dean’s Law Diction-
ary, however, is available online and has this entry: “Allido, 
Allidere, Allisi, Allisus—Latin vb. To dash against, crush 
against, bruise, ruin, shipwreck.”   

So there you have it, I guess the Coast Guard does 
know what they are talking about!   

A Site to Remember… 

The Great Lakes Parents’ Association website is located at 
www.glpa.org .  (If you use ".com" you will go to someone else's 

site.) The purpose of the site is to provide a resource of informa-
tion on meetings, newsletters, meeting minutes, directions to meet-

ings, links for Coast Guard and Coast Guard Academy information 
and a place to see our cadets and the quality of their achievements. 

The web site is of particular interest to parents of Swabs and 4th Class cadets 
and potential cadets, but all cadets and their families have found the site to be 
interesting regardless of their level of progress through the Academy.  If you 

have a cadet, or recent graduate, who has out of date information posted on the 
site or who you would like to have included, please send the information to the 

web master, Alan Blount, at alan@alanblount.com. 
Best regards—Alan Blount (Ensign Trevor Blount) 

P.S.  If you send your cadet’s photo to Alan, he will add it to our cadet page on 
the website.  

The United States Coast Guard Auxiliary is the volunteer unit of the United States Coast Guard.  Created by an act of Congress, the Auxiliary 
performs the same missions as the regular Coast Guard with the exceptions of law enforcement and combat.  Our duties include surface patrols 
(safety, search and rescue, pollution, regatta), air patrols, vessel safety checks on boats, teaching safe boating classes, going to schools and 
speaking to children about safe swimming and safe boating, visiting marine dealers & others to disseminate information regarding safe boating 
regulations, pollution, boating classes, Homeland Security, recruiting students for the AIM program and the Coast Guard Academy, doing radio 
watch standing at the local Coast Guard stations, cooking for the crew at the Coast Guard stations and supporting the Coast Guard in any way 
we can.  Since 9-11 the Coast Guard and the Auxiliary have come under the newly formed Department of Homeland Security and due to 9-11 
and world terrorism, we have been asked to perform more duties and get the word out to the general public so that they can assist us by be-
coming additional eyes and ears. 

To find out more about the Coast Guard Auxiliary, interested persons can go online to the Auxiliary website at www.cgaux.org and click on the 
Visitor's Deck, Flotilla Finder, and Boating Classes for more information.  If you are from the Chicago land area and wish information, you can 
contact me at (708) 758-8018.  You can also email me at RKAC16149@msn.com - be sure to specify “USCG Auxiliary” in the subject box so 
your email is not filtered out. 

I can provide phone numbers, contacts, and additional information or, if you are in my area, I can arrange to meet with you on an individual 
basis & begin the process for membership or let you know of times and locations of monthly meetings where you can meet with Auxiliarists and 
get to know what our organization is all about. 

Kathy Chappelle, Flotilla Commander 

Want to feed your cadet?  Just go to www.uscgaparents.org, click on “Members” and scroll down to Cadet Cakes or  
Ensign Edibles for more information.  As you can see, there’s a lot more great information available on this site. 


