
ATTENTION! 

Do we have your current email ad-

dress?  Much of our information is 
sent out by email to save postage.  If 

you have not received email notifica-
tions from us, please take a minute 

to send your email address to Chris 
Pappe at   chr is@pappe.org 

Thank you! 
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Murray_Robert_D@cat.com 
 

Nancy Donlon, Vice-President 
(Nick Donlon, 2010) 
dndonlon@yahoo.com 

 
Peggy Jordan, Secretary 
(Victor Yaguchi ‘07) 

peggycpa@wideopenwest.com 
 

Anne Wilson-Dooley, Treasurer 
(James Dooley ‘08) 
awdmom@aol.com  

 
Chris & Mary Pappe 

Newsletter 
 (Chris Pappe ‘10) 
chris@pappe.org 

 
Rick & Joan Libner Fundraising 

(Eric Libner ‘10) 
joan.libner@gte.net 

 
Deb Tatara & Ann Corwell 

Ways&Means/Support/Morale 
(Mark Tatara ‘11 

Andrew Corwell ‘11) 
acorwell@hotmail.com  

dtatara@wideopenwest.com 

Greetings Parents: 

 

We are now well into 2008/9 Aca-
demic Year.  The GLPA Chapter 
completed another interesting and 

eventful year in 2008.  

We welcomed the Class of 2012 at 
our annual orientation picnic on 
June 14th, at the Coast Guard Sta-
tion in Michigan City IN.   We had 
(7) incoming SWABs and their 
families in attendance at the orienta-
tion picnic, as well as a host of Up-
per class families.  A heartfelt thank 
you to Cadet Nick Donlon, 2010, 
who provided a compelling and col-
orful picture-of-life @ USCGA, to 
the new Swabs and their families, 
enthusiastically prepping them with 
his CGA experiences and perspec-

tive.    

Our second picnic, on August 2, was 
relaxing as we primarily enjoyed the 
fellowship of GLPA family mem-
bers.  The conditions out on Lake 
Michigan were deemed to be a little 
on the choppy side, so we were un-
able to take rides on the lake in the 
station’s 47’ Motor Life Boat, we’ll 
try again next year.  At the August 
picnic, we took care of our chapter 
plans and business for the upcoming 

academic year.   

On Parents Weekend, Sept 17-19, 
we presented a $1,500 check on be-
half of the entire GLPA Chapter to 

the USCGA Parents Association.  
The PA will allocate some or all that 
amount, along with other chapters’ 
donations toward the Leamy Hall 
Student Union Fund.   We extend a 
special “Thank You” to Joan & Rick 
Libner, for their creative fund rais-
ing ideas and the high energy level 

they bring to those activities.    

As we move into the holiday season, 
I encourage all GLPA members to 
attend the All-Academy Ball, near-
est to them.  These AAB’s present a 
wonderful opportunity for Cadets, 
family members, and friends to get 
dressed-up, observe some formal 
military-protocol, and to mix with 
Cadets/Midshipmen and families 
from the other (4) Service Acad-
emies.  This year, many of the 
AAB’s across the nation appear to 

be scheduled on Dec 27.   

As always, we encourage and appre-
ciate everyone’s participation in all 
GLPA activities.  The efforts made 
by Parents Association contribute to 
improving the lives of our cadets 
and families in a variety of direct, as 

well as indirect ways.    

 

Semper Paratus! 

 

Bob Murray 

President, GLPA 

President’s Word 

Fall 2008 Issue   Published Bi-annually by the United States Coast Guard 
Academy Parents Association Great Lakes Chapter—”GLPA” 

GLPA Coastie to appear on NBC’s 
hit game show, Deal Or No Deal.  

See page 12 for details... 
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GLPA President Bob Murray addressed the group. 

 
As did Vice President, Nancy Donlon 

 

Cadets Andrew Corwell & Travis Murray also spoke 

With President Bob at the grill, food was served! 

 
Good food and good company 

 

Was enjoyed by one and all! 

GLPA Picnic—Meeting 
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Greetings from Nancy Donlon, 
Vice-President of the GLPA.   
This year I was honored to represent 
the GLPA at Reporting In Day for 
the Class of 2012.  What an incredi-
ble experience!  It brought back so 
many memories of when Nick re-
ported in 2 years ago.  Having met 
many of the 2012 Class at our sum-
mer picnic I made sure to find as 
many of those faces in the crowd as 
I could, snap a photo, share the ex-
citement and some apprehension the 
families were feeling.  The best part 
was when Nick found me in Leamy 
Hall.  He crossed the room in his 
summer uniform, wearing the blue 
and white agulet on his shoulder of a 
waterfront cadre.  My heart was so 
full of pride and joy – I wanted to 
shout to the crowd “this is how you 
will see your child in 2 years.”  Dur-
ing the course of that day I also 
made friends with new parents from 
around the country, renewed ac-
quaintances and marveled once 
again at what a true family the Coast 
Guard Academy is.  Good Luck to 

the Class of 2012 and their families! 

Nick Donlon 2010 talking to his 
parents after the football game on 
Parent’s Weekend 

Nick Donlon & Cale Cooper posing 
with “The Thadmiral” - Admiral 

Thad Allen, Commandant U SCG 

Word from the VP 

Hurry up!  The deadline for application is November 15th 2008 

Those families with children at academies who graduated from Michigan High 
Schools in 2007 or later qualify for the Michigan Promise Scholarship.  (This 
is different from the Michigan Merit Award earned by our children who gradu-

ated in 2003 – 2006.)   

The Michigan Promise Scholarship provides up to $4,000 to high school 
graduates for successfully completing two years of postsecondary education.  

The Academies are eligible institutions for distribution of the award.   

Your Michigan Promise Scholarship will be awarded in installment payments 
of $1,000 in the first year and $1,000 in the second year of enrollment.  To 
receive the final $2,000, eligible students must complete a "Michigan Promise 
Scholarship Application for Final Payment" form. In addition to meeting all 
other program requirements, to be eligible to apply for a final payment, stu-
dents must have successfully completed two years of postsecondary education 
or 50% of the academic requirements for a bachelor's degree with at least a 2.5 

grade point average at an eligible Michigan institution. 

It is important that the scholarship be initiated within two years of high school 
graduation.  In order to secure installment payments for the 2008-09 academic 
year, students must certify by November 15, 2008.  Students must have taken 
the entire Michigan Merit Exam (usually taken their junior year in high school) 

to be eligible for this scholarship. 

So, if your cadet qualifies for this scholarship and you have not yet initiated it, 
you need to do so by November 15, 2008. 
To submit online certification go to:https://treas-

secure.state.mi.us/michiganpromise/index.aspx 

(You can call the Michigan Department of Education toll free at 1-877-560-
8378 to get your cadet’s Personal Identification Number (PIN) if you do not 

have the notification letter that was sent to you.)  This is a very simple process. 

Useful documents regarding the Michigan Promise Scholarship:  

Michigan Promise Scholarship Application for Final Payment: 
http://mi.gov/documents/mistudentaid/PromiseApplicationForm2007_213573_

7.pdf 

Michigan Promise Eligibility Chart:  (All MI students at USCGA are eligible.) 

http://mi.gov/documents/mistudentaid/PromiseEligibiltyChart_213575_7.pdf 

Michigan Promise Fact Sheet: 

http://mi.gov/documents/mistudentaid/FactSheetPromiseFY07_192865_7.pdf 

Michigan Merit Award 

If your cadet graduated from a Michigan high school in 2003 – 2006, he is eli-
gible for the Michigan Merit Award.  However, time is running out on this 
award if it has not yet been initiated.  Contact the Michigan Department if 
Education toll free at 1-877-560-8378 to find out what you now need to do to 
be able to collect earned scholarship monies.  Once initiated, the Michigan 
Merit Award is to be used over two consecutive academic years or any remain-

ing balance will be forfeited. 

MI Promise Scholarship 
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Cadet’s Second Class Summer—The Busiest Yet 

Second Class Summer has to be the busiest twelve 
weeks of a cadet’s life.  Seven different activities spread 
out over twelve weeks of summer.  Most cadets have dif-
ferent schedules  with at most 15 cadets sharing the same 
one.  The spreadsheet outlining cadet Summer Training 

Schedule is a masterpiece of logistical organization: 

 

WEEK 1-3   LEAVE 

Probably the favorite part of summer for most cadets, a 
chance to go home and relax, eat home cooking and visit 
with relatives and friends.  In this cadet’s case, attend his 

cousin’s wedding,, four days after 
PRK* surgery.  The reception was 
held at the “Frozen Tundra” - 
Lambeau Field, home of the 

Green Bay Packers!   

*(PRK or Photorefractive keratectomy 
does not create a permanent flap in the 
cornea like LASIK, and is currently the 
only vision surgery approved for Naval 

Flight School.) 

WEEK 4   CATP 

Cadet Aviation Training Program in Mobile AL.  Here 
the cadets get to fly in Coast Guard aircraft, experience 
being hoisted in the basket by helicopter, try flight simu-

lators and explore the Naval Air Museum  

 

WEEK 5   PREP 

Spend the week cleaning  Chase Hall in preparation for 
the incoming swabs.  Everything has to be “Ship-Shape 

and Bristol Fashion**” for the new swabs’ arrival.. 

**Bristol has been an important English seaport for more than a thou-

sand years. The city is actually several miles from the sea and stands 
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on the estuary of the River Avon.  Bristol's harbor has one of the most 

variable tidal flows anywhere in the world and the water level can 

vary by more than 30 feet between tides.  Ships that were moored there 

were beached at each low tide.  Consequently they had to be of sturdy 

construction and the goods in their holds needed to be securely 

stowed.  The problem was resolved in 1803 with the construction of the 

Floating Harbor. 

 

WEEK 6   ROTR 

Rules Of The Road:  This is a week long course of in-
struction that teaches the Highway Code for sailors.  Just 
like driving a car, there are rules governing the driving of 
a boat, lots of rules!  After a week of learning the cadets 
are tested and have to pass this course to continue their 

careers. 

 

WEEK 7-8   LUDERS 

Named after  Connecticut boat builder Bill Luders, the 
Luders Sail Training Program teaches cadets the finer 
points of sailing and racing.  Utilizing four of the five 
boats built by Bill Luders in 1963.  These boats are due to 
be replaced as soon as funds are available.  These are the 
same boats that the Naval Academy uses:  For more info 
on these boats, see the Naval Academy website: 
http://www.usna.edu/Sailing/training/boats/navy44/navy4
4usefulinfo.html 
This cadet spent the two weeks sailing up and down the 

East Coastline 
spending each 
night moored in a 
different port.  
They even sailed 
to Block Island, a 
resort island some 
twelve miles off 
the New York 

coast. 

WEEK 9   CADRE 

This is the first taste of being in charge.  Luckily the 
swabs have been here for three weeks already and they 
know how to walk, eat and wipe themselves!  Still, there 
is much yelling, thank goodness it is only one week, 

voices are getting hoarse already! 

 

WEEK 10   T-BOATS 

Tug boats are used to maneuver larger ships in and 
around harbors and other tight quarters.  At the Coast 
Guard Academy they are used to teach piloting skills and 
reinforce the 
rules of the 
road learned 
earlier.  Basi-
cally, this is a 
week of cruis-
ing up and 
down the 
Thames river, 
practicing les-
sons learned 

thus far. 

 

WEEK 11-12   CADRE 

The final two weeks of cadre duty.  The swabs are well 
settled in now so it is time to shake things up and keep 
them on their toes!  The last week of cadre duty includes 
the dreaded Sea Trials.  This is a chance to see what the 
swabs have learned and what they are made of.  Since it is 
now their job to mentor the swabs for the rest of their 
time at the 
academy, these 
last two weeks 
can be used to 
see who needs 
the most help 
and who is self 
sufficient.  The 
goal is to get all 
the swabs to 
pass through the 
academy with 

flying colors! 
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An MH-60J Jayhawk helicopter lands on the deck of the Coast Guard Cutter Bertolf Oct. 19, 2008. The Bertholf is the 
first Legend Class National Security Cutter and has the largest flight deck of any cutter in the Coast Guard. The Bertolf's 
crew is conducting dynamic interface testing this week to determine the maximun  levels of wind and sea state in which a 
helicopter can safely land. (U.S. Coast Guard photo/PA3 Henry G. Dunphy) 
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The Coast Guard Cutter Barque Eagle, also known as "America's Tall Ship", arrived in Elliott Bay, Wash., July 1st 2008 
to make a one day stopover on its way to participate in the Tall Ships Tacoma 2008 event in Tacoma, Wash. The Ea-
gle's crew has spent this summer training more than 130 Coast Guard Academy cadets and Naval Academy midship-
men. The Eagle has served as a floating classroom to future Coast Guard officers since 1946 offering fundamental lead-
ership, teamwork and seamanship skills. (Photo by Petty Officer 3rd Class Tara Molle, U.S. Coast Guard)  

Cadet Jessica Anderson 
(Schoolcraft, MI) is the second 
from the right on the top 
(mainmast royal, starboard side).  
Three others cadets I know of: 
Cadet Sarah Jane Otey is on the 
foremast royal, port side; Cadet 
Amy Harrison is on the foremast 
top gallant, starboard side; Ca-
det Jacki Haase is on the fore-
mast lower, starboard side.  The 
other five positions on the royal 
and top gallant are manned by 
Eagle crew.  This is the first time 
in many, many years that the 
Eagle has come into port with its 
yards manned with its crew 
standing on the yards them-
selves. 
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Station Michigan City History 

 

As the generous and gracious host of our summertime 
meetings and picnic, I thought I would share some of the 
history of Coast Guard Station—Michigan City 
 

 

Located at the mouth of Trail Creek and in operation 
since 1889, Coast Guard Station Michigan City is the sole 
Lake Michigan unit in Indiana. The Indiana lakeshore 
boasts sandy beaches and soaring sand dunes that have 
for generations drawn boaters and beachgoers to its 
shores. To the west of Michigan City, the Indiana Dunes 
National Lakeshore covers more than 15,000 acres of the 
majestic sand mounds and is one of the more popular 
tourist attractions. West of the dunes is the Burns Harbor 
International Port of Indiana, one of the largest and most 
modern commercial shipping ports on the Great Lakes. 
The Station Michigan City area of operations also ex-
tends northeast into Michigan waters and includes the 

charming harbor of New Buffalo. 

Station Michigan City is a multi-mission unit with a fo-
cus on search and rescue, maritime law enforcement, 
ports, waterways, coastal security and marine environ-
mental protection. The search and rescue mission dates 
back to the early days of the unit as a U. S. Lifesaving 
Station in the late 1800’s and remains a primary mission 
of Station Michigan City. In 2005, the crews responded 
to 125 search and rescue cases assisting nearly $2 million 

in property and saving five lives. 

The law enforcement boardings conducted on boats in the 
area focus primarily on recreational boating safety and 
boating while intoxicated enforcement. Recreational 
boating safety inspections ensure that the boater has all of 
the federally required safety equipment aboard for the 
size of the boat and checks its serviceability and accessi-
bility. The nearly 750 boardings conducted during 2004-
2005 have significantly reduced the number of search and 

rescue cases during the same time period. 

After the terrorist attacks of 9/11, Station Michigan City 
took on the important mission known as ports, waterways 
and coastal security. The mission includes regular secu-
rity patrols of the critical infrastructure along the Indiana 
and Michigan lakeshore to identify, report, prevent and 
protect against potential sabotage by terrorist or insurgent 
groups. In March of 2003, the Coast Guard joined with 
many other federal agencies to form the Department of 
Homeland Security to streamline and improve the focus 

of these protection activities. 

Conducting the vital missions of the unit are Station 
Michigan City’s 19 enlisted active duty members and 
seven enlisted Coast Guard Reservists. The ratings repre-
sented are Boatswain’s Mate, Machinery Technician, 
Storekeeper, and Food Service Specialist. In addition, the 
unit is augmented by the volunteer members of the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary. The unit has three different boats as-
signed. The 47 foot Motor Lifeboat, CG47302, is a heavy 
weather capable boat that accommodates four crewmem-
bers and five survivors. The boat can endure 30 foot seas 
and 50 knot winds and if capsized can right itself within a 
few seconds. The 25 foot Response Boat – Small, 
CG25511, is a smaller, agile, and highly maneuverable 
vessel well suited to law enforcement and security pa-
trols. The small 14 foot skiff is primarily used for ice res-

cue response. 

Overall, the crew of Station Michigan City is well 
equipped and highly dedicated to its missions. Under 
Sector Lake Michigan, the crew and unit will continue 
the commitment to the boaters that ply the waters of Indi-
ana and Michigan, just as the men and women of Coast 

Guard Station Michigan City have done for generations. 

Our sincere thanks go out to the crew at Michigan City 

for their kind consideration toward our group, GLPA. 

Coast Guard In The News 
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Useful Links from USCGAPA & Coast Guard Magazine 

Other Military Academy Parent Associations 

♦ OFFICIAL USNA website: https://www.usna.com/ 

♦ USNA Parents Network: http://www.usna.org/ 

♦ West Point Parents Net: http://www.west-point.org/ 

♦ USAFA Parents Clubs: http://www.uscgaparents.org/ 

♦ USMMA Parents Association: http://www.usmma.edu/parents/Default.htm 

♦ NAPS Parents Page: http://www.usna.com/NAPS/ 

♦ Basic Military Information 

♦ Military Ranks – Military ranks & insignia: http://www.defenselink.mil/specials/insignias/officers.html 

♦ Military Pay Scales: http://www.dod.mil/dfas/ 

♦ USO Web Site - A key resource for all military personnel: http://www.uso.org/ 

♦ Cutters & Aircraft of the Coast Guard: http://www.uscg.mil/datasheet/ 

♦ Coast Guard awards and medals: http://kepler.egr.duke.edu/USCGRibbons.html 

♦ The Service Academies: http://www.defenselink.mil/faq/pis/20.html 

♦ Washington Post military index: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/politics/govt/fedguide/military.htm 

♦ Military School: http://www.military-school.org/ 

♦ Military schools throughout the U.S.: http://www.military-net.com/ 

 

Official (mostly) Coast Guard Links 

♦ US Coast Guard Academy - "THE" home page: http://www.uscga.edu/ 

♦ US Coast Guard Academy Alumni Association: http://www.cgaalumni.org/ 

♦ US Coast Guard Academy Clinic: http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-w/uscga/services/clinic.htm 

♦ Academy Coast Guard Exchange System - Shopping!: http://www.shopcoastguard.com/ 

♦ Critical Academy Dates: http://www.uscga.edu/calendar.aspx 

♦ USCG Auxiliary - National home page for the Auxiliary: http://www.cgaux.org/ 

♦ Commandants Reading List: http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-w/g-wt/g-wtl/lead/reading.htm 

♦ DOD Installations: http://www.defenselink.mil/faq/pis/sites.html 

♦ "Semper Paratus" - Read about it or Listen to it: http://www.uscgaparents.org/links/semper.htm 

♦ History of Coast Guard Day: http://www.defenselink.mil/afd/military/coastgrd.html 

♦ U.S. Coast Guard - Home page of the "World's Premier Maritime Service": http://www.uscg.mil/ 

♦ Coast Guard- Online magazine: http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-cp/cb/CGMagazine.htm 

♦ CG Human Resources Directorate: http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-w/hrhome.htm 

♦ CG Work-Life Program: http://www.uscg.mil/hq/hsc/worklife/ 

♦ Coast Guard Fact File: http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-cp/comrel/factfile/ 

♦ Coast GuardWives: http://www.coastguardwives.com/ 

♦ Coast Guard units: http://www.uscg.mil/top/units/ 
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Useful Links from USCGAPA & Coast Guard Magazine 

Unofficial (but good) Coast Guard Links 

♦ Coast Guard Family Support Site : http://www.cgfamily.us/ 

♦ CoastieChicks.net - Support for CG Spouses: http://coastiechicks.net/ 

♦ USCGA Girlfriend and Boyfriend Support Group - http://groups.yahoo.com/group/USCGAGIRLSANDBOYS/ 

♦ Fred's Place - Dedicated to U. S. Coast Guard Active Duty, Retired, Reserve, Auxiliary, "All Those Who Served", 

Coast Guard SPARS and past or present civilian co-workers: http://www.fredsplace.org/ 

♦ Coast Guard Foundation: http://www.cgfdn.org/main.html 

♦ Title 14, United States Code: http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/14/ 

♦ Federal Agencies - a pretty complete listing: http://www.lib.lsu.edu/gov/fedgov.html 

♦ Naval and Maritime Links: http://vlnavmar.usnaweb.org/ 

 

Fun Coast Guard Links 

♦ Ken Laesser's Coast Guard History Page: http://www.laesser.org/ 

♦ Kids Corner - Coloring books, fun, games & links to kid's sites: http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-m/nmc/mail.htm 

♦ CG Clip Art - Excellent collection from the CG Auxilliary - 7th district!: http://www.dirauxwest.org/clipart.htm 

♦ Barque Eagle Desktop Theme: http://members.aol.com/_ht_a/dhaley/Downloads/GGDownloads.htm 

♦ Trivia quiz: http://www.funtrivia.com/trivia-quiz/World/A-year-at-the-US-Coast-Guard-Academy-173127.html 

 

Coast Guard Newsletter Links 

♦ Coast Guard Visual Imagery Database, your link to Coast Guard video, photos, art, graphics and audio:  

      http://cgvi.uscg.mil/media/main.php 

♦ Coast Guard video available at - http://www.youtube.com/uscgimagery* 

♦ Proceedings: http://www.usni.org/magazines/proceedings/archive/index.asp 

♦ Coast Guard Magazine: http://www.uscg.mil/magazine/ 

♦ The Reservist: http://www.uscg.mil/reservist/ 

♦ Seapower Magazine: http://www.navyleague.org/sea_power/ 

♦ Coast Guard News Channel: http://www.coastguardchannel.com/index.shtml 

♦ Navy Times: http://www.navytimes.com/ 

♦ The DoD "Early Bird" news clips are accessible to .mil email addressees, at http://ebird.afis.mil/ 

♦ Office of Auxiliary and Boating Safety: www.USCGboating.org 

♦ CG Auxiliary's official e-magazine "SITREP": http://www.teamcoastguard.org 

♦ Maritime Safety: http://homeport.uscg.mil 

♦ Chief Warrant Officer Association: www.cwoauscg.org 

♦ Chief Petty Officer Association: http://www.uscgcpoa.org/ 

♦ USCG Academy Alumni Association: www.cgaalumni.org 

♦ COAST GUARD FLAG VOICES: http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-w/flagvoice/list.htm 

♦ THE LEADERSHIP NEWS: http://www.uscg.mil/leadership/newshome.htm 

♦ The Foundation for Coast Guard History: www.fcgh.org/ 
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Charlotte Delorey 2009 is 
enjoying her first class year.  
She spent the summer aboard 
the Jarvis, a 378’ cutter that 
left Honolulu and went on pa-
trol in the Bering Sea.  She is 
now looking forward to her 
assignment aboard a cutter af-
ter graduation. 
 
In track last Spring, she quali-
fied for the NCAA meet in the 

steeplechase.  She is the captain of the cross country and 
track team this year.  She has appreciated and benefited 

from the many opportunities she has had at the Academy  

 
Andrew Corwell, 2011, (Bravo, Birmingham, MI)  
represented the 
USCGA Partners Pro-
gram at a College Fair 
on October 6 at 
Bloomfield Hills An-
dover High School. 
About 100 colleges 
and universities were 
represented, including 
Air Force Academy 
and West Point.  Andrew was joined by his Mom, Ann   
(Photo courtesy of Hite Photo) 
 
James Dooley 2008  has now been aboard the CGC 
SPAR, a 225' buoy tender stationed at Kodiak, AK, for 
about 3 months. They have been underway for over a 
month on a survey mission around the western coast of 
Alaska, thru the Bering Sea, thru the Bering Strait, the 
Chukchi Sea, and around the north coast of Alaska to the 
Beaufort Sea. They did a Search and Rescue Exercise 
with the CGC Hamilton (a 378' patrol cutter) in the Beau-
fort Sea, an area that in the past was difficult for the rela-
tively thin hulled 378 to operate in because of ice. The 
reduction of the Arctic ice cap is allowing such opera-
tions. James called us from shore at Barrow, Alaska, the 
northernmost "city" in the U.S., and there was a picture 

of the SPAR off Bar-
row (photo attached) 
on the USCG website. 
There's one coastie 
visible on the starboard 
bridge wing, who I 
choose to believe is 
James (probably not). 

After Barrow, it was back around the coast with a stop at 
Point Hope, where James met one of the mushers from 
the first Iditarod race in 1973, then at Nome where the 
Iditarod ends. Next time we hear from him he'll be back 
at Kodiak. BTW I put the name of his ship in all caps 
because the name of the ship isn't "spar" like part of a 
ship, but "SPAR" as in "Semper Paratus, Always Ready", 
which is what the women's auxiliary in WW2 was called 
(like the USN Waves or the USA WACs). The original 
SPAR was named after them.   
 
Jonathan Duffett 2011, (Grosse Ile, MI) and crew were 
named Sailors of the Week recently by the New England 
Interscholastic Sailing Assn.  The US Coast Guard Acad-
emy's sloop team of Sam Ingham '11,  Geoff Single '10, 
Will Cotta '11,  and 
Jon Duffett '11 pulled 
off an impressive 
come-from-behind 
victory to make up 
eight points in two 
races and overtake the 
Brown Bears and win 
the New England Sloop Championship.  The CGA crew 
won the last race to finished tied with Brown, winning 
the battle of the Bears on the tiebreak. Coast Guard 
hosted the Championship in Colgate 26's, one of two 
New England Championships held on the Thames River.   
Both teams will advance to the ICSA Sloop Champion-
ship in St. Petersburg, FL in Sonars on November 21-23.  
Congratulations to the CGA Bears, who were the only 
NE ISA team to qualify for both the Sloop and Woman's 
Singlehanded National Championships.   
 
Kevin O'Brien, 2012, 
(Palatine, IL) was in 
Charlie Co for the 
swab summer.  He has 
since been transferred 
into Golf Company for 
the school year.  He is 
planning on majoring 
in Electrical Engineer-
ing.  He is currently a 
traveling member on 
the Men's Cross Coun-
try Team and will be a 
member on the track 
teams (indoor and out-
door) come January.  
We went two times to 
visit, the flag cere-

Cadet and Alumni News 
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mony at Mystic in July and parents weekend in Sept.  
Kevin has told us that the Academy is where he wants to 
be and he seems to be making the transition well. 
 
Ian Starr, LTJG 2006  "I recently wrapped up my tour 
onboard USCGC DILIGENCE (WMEC 616) out of Wil-
mington, NC where I served as Communications Officer 
and Administration Department Head.  Patrols were spent 
in the Florida Straits, Windward Passage and Yucatan, 
conducting alien migrant interdiction operations, counter-
narcotic ops, and search/rescue cases.  Now I've relocated 
to the sunny shores of Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, courtesy of 
the Coast Guard's Navy Exchange Program.  I'll be 
spending the next two years as Navigator on the Arleigh-
Burke guided missile 
destroyer USS 
CHUNG HOON 
(DDG 93).   I'm still a 
Coast Guard officer, 
still wearing the CG 
uniform and under 
their administrative 
jurisdiction.but I'm on 
loan to the Navy until 
mid-2010." 
 
Stephanie Young, ENS 2007, is cur-
rently stationed at Sector Los  Angeles-
Long Beach. She is stationed in the Re-
sponse department in the  Incident 
Management Division. Her duties at 
Sector involve oil spill  and hazardous 
material response, search and rescue case management,  
Command Duty Officer, and Command Public Affairs 
Officer.   

Between all of these collateral duties, ENS Young found 
time to  audition for the Game show "Deal or No Deal" 
and will be in the  military week episodes premiering in 
November. Additionally, ENS Young  has the distinct 
privilege of being selected to be a member of the  Armed 
Forces Inauguration Committee (AFIC). As a Coast 
Guard  Representative in AFIC she will be in Washing-
ton D.C. for two months  coordinating all efforts related 
to the presidential inauguration and  the events surround-
ing it.  ENS Young will be promoting in November to 
Lieutenant Junior Grade,  and will be stationed at Los 
Angeles-Long Beach for two more years.  As Command 
Public Affairs Officer we have seen Steph in action on 

TV in a couple of interviews..  We are very proud of her.  
The filming of Deal or no Deal was a crazy experience.  I 
believe the show will air on Nov. 7- but   it will be the 
morning 30 minutes special edition.  The latest news 
about Steph being selected to plan the presidential inau-
guration is a great honor and we are looking forward for 
all hers stories of her experiences.  Hope   all of your 
sons and daughters are doing great.  Best wishes to all. 
 
Travis Murray 2009, 
served a five week 
Civil Engineering in-
ternship in Virginia 
and New Orleans, this 
summer.  He worked 
on various hurricane 
Katrina reconstruction 
projects, one a $14 
million  Station Gulf-
port, upgrade, de-
signed to withstand 
Category 4 storms.  
Travis also spent six 
weeks aboard CGC 
Mobile Bay, a buoy 
tender on Lake Michi-
gan, primarily shad-
owing a 2007 CGA 
Grad.  
 
Christiane Grant LT 2004, a civil engineer, is currently 
stationed at the Alameda, California, civil engineering 
unit. She conducts evaluations and inspections of Coast 
Guard shore facilities, develops bid specifications, and 
supervises construction in all Coast Guard facilities in the 
region. She was one of a small group invited to attend a 
party on the French frigate, Prairial, with officers of the 
French Navy, at the 
pier in San Francisco. 
The French Navy ves-
sels are very different 
from U.S. vessels, hav-
ing French flair and 
customs. Tahitian 
members of the crew 
have Tiki gods on 
board for luck. 
 
Lisa Myatt ENS 2008 reported to USCGC Healy in Se-
attle, WA on June 24 as a junior Engineering Officer and 
promptly departed for points North on June 25.  The 420' 
HEALY is the United States' newest and most techno-
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logically advanced polar icebreaker.   Healy spent four 
months under way hosting scientists conducting a variety 
of oceanic and polar studies in the Bering Sea and the 
Arctic Ocean before returning to Seattle on October 16.  
In September the Healy rendezvoused with the Canadian 
icebreaker Louis for a joint three-week mission to map 
portions of the sea bottom in the Arctic Ocean.  Healy 
assisted the Louis with their seismic transect by breaking 
a path through the ice for them. Although the Louis is a 
capable icebreaker in her own right, she was towing a 
seismic array which limited her ability to break her own 
path without damaging the sensitive gear.  During 
Healy's transit to the seismic locations, the Louis then 
broke the path through the ice to increase the quality of 
Healy's data.  Over the course of the summer Lisa partici-
pated in numerous shipboard activities including morale 
dinners, talent shows, and was inducted into the Order of 
the Polar Bear.  (An initiation rite which commemorates a 
sailor's first crossing of the Arctic Circle)  She traveled 
to the exciting Alaskan ports of Dutch Harbor, Kodiak 
Island, and  Ketchikan, and at one point was about 1,000 

miles north of Barrow 
(the northern most city 
in Alaska). Because of 
the long period of time 
at sea, Lisa had plenty 
of time to work on her 
certifications, and 
passed her board to 
qualify as Engineer of 
the Watch.   

The Canadian Icebreaker Louis comes alongside Healy as 
the crew prepares to receive them.  (Picture courtesy of 
the Canadian Coast Guard) 
 
Chris Pappe 2010  had an action packed summer!  Start-
ing out with three weeks of leave he came home and im-
mediately underwent 
PRK corrective eye 
surgery, followed by 
his cousin’s wedding 
at the home of the 
“Frozen Tundra”, 
Lambeau Field!  The 
rest of his leave was 
spent selecting, buying 
and using a new set of 
golf clubs.  Then back to school and off to Mobile for 
aviation training.  This was followed by preparation for 
and training to be a cadre; Rules of the Road training and 
certification, sailing up and down the East Coast for two 
weeks of Luders; a week of cadre, piloting Tug Boats for 

a week and finally two more weeks of Swab Summer 
cadre.  Good to get back to school and take it easy with 
only 19 credits of classes and playing on the tennis team! 
 
Nick Donlon 2010  
Summer of 2008 found 
Nick participating in a 
variety of activities.  
He was Waterfront 
Cadre during swab 
summer teaching 
swabs the art of rig-
ging a sailboat.  He 
traveled to Mobile, 
Alabama where he completed CATP training and got a 
new and different view of the CG while flying a helicop-
ter.  Nick completed T-Boat training and passed his Rules 
of the Road testing.  All of this, and a trip home were 
accomplished in time for him to return to the Academy 
and begin football practice for the current season  
 
Jessica Anderson 2011 spent the first part of her sum-
mer at Coast Guard Station Portsmouth Harbor, New 
Hampshire.  She really enjoyed her time there.  She kept 
bugging the station staff to get pepper sprayed and during 
her last week there, it happened.  I know she will gladly 

forgo getting pepper sprayed ever again.   

The second phase of summer was spent on Eagle, ending 
with a spectacular entrance into San Francisco Bay.  The 
Eagle came into port in Seattle, Washington on Tuesday, 
July 1st, 2008.  Jessica called me that evening and, in a 
very excited voice, demanded "Guess what I just did?"  
Never would I have been able to guess.  "I stood on the 
mainmast royal as we motored into Seattle," she ex-
claimed "and the helicopters were flying next to us! It 

was awesome!"   

A tidbit of history (from Wikipedia): All the crew not 
required on deck to handle the ship will go aloft and 
spread out along the yards.  This maneuver was originally 
used to display the whole crew to the harbor authorities 
and the other ships present, to show that the ship's guns 

were not manned and hence her intentions were peacefull 

Another first for the Eagle in many years was pulling 
away from the pier in San Francisco under sail.  The Ea-
gle was in San Francisco for the Festival of Sail Parade 
on July 23rd, 2008.  This would be the end of summer 
training on the Eagle for the Class of 2011 and the start 

of training for the first three companies of swabs.   

See photo on page 7 
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Mission Statement 

Great Lakes Chapter of the U.S. Coast Guard Academy 
 Parents’ Association 

The Association is a non-profit organization which exists for the sole 
purpose of supporting the U.S. Coast Guard Academy and its Corps of 
Cadets.  It seeks: 

• to expand public understanding and appreciation of the Academy 

• to encourage well-qualified young men and women to apply for 

appointments as cadets 

• to promote communication between parents, cadets, and the 

Academy administration 

• and to make known to its membership the opportunities for par-

ticipating in Academy and support projects offered by the U.S. 
Coast Guard Academy Alumni Association and the Coast Guard 
Auxiliary. 

A Site to Remember… 

The Great Lakes Parents’ Association website is located at www.glpa.org 
.  (If you use ".com" you will go to someone else's site.) The purpose of 
the site is to provide a resource of information on meetings, newslet-
ters, meeting minutes, directions to meetings, links for Coast Guard and 
Coast Guard Academy information and a place to see our cadets and 
the quality of their achievements.  The web site is of particular interest 
to parents of Swabs and 4th Class cadets and potential cadets, but all 
cadets and their families have found the site to be interesting regardless 
of their level of progress through the Academy.  If you have 
a cadet, or recent graduate, who has out of date information 
posted on the site or who you would like to have included, 
please send the information to the web master, webmas-
ter@glpa.org  If you send your cadet’s photo we can add it 
to our cadet page on the website.  

The United States Coast Guard Auxiliary is the volunteer unit of the United States Coast Guard.  Created by an act of Congress, the Auxiliary performs 
the same missions as the regular Coast Guard with the exceptions of law enforcement and combat.  Our duties include surface patrols (safety, search 
and rescue, pollution, regatta), air patrols, vessel safety checks on boats, teaching safe boating classes, going to schools and speaking to children 
about safe swimming and safe boating, visiting marine dealers & others to disseminate information regarding safe boating regulations, pollution, 
boating classes, Homeland Security, recruiting students for the AIM program and the Coast Guard Academy, doing radio watch standing at the local 
Coast Guard stations, cooking for the crew at the Coast Guard stations and supporting the Coast Guard in any way we can.  Since 9-11 the Coast 
Guard and the Auxiliary have come under the newly formed Department of Homeland Security and due to 9-11 and world terrorism, we have been 
asked to perform more duties and get the word out to the general public so that they can assist us by becoming additional eyes and ears. 

To find out more about the Coast Guard Auxiliary, interested persons can go online to the Auxiliary website at www.cgaux.org and click on the Visi-
tor's Deck, Flotilla Finder, and Boating Classes for more information.  If you are from the Chicago land area and wish information, you can contact me 
at (708) 758-8018.  You can also email me at RKAC16149@msn.com - be sure to specify “USCG Auxil-
iary” in the subject box so your email is not filtered out. 

I can provide phone numbers, contacts, and additional information or, if you are in my area, I can ar-
range to meet with you on an individual basis & begin the process for membership or let you know of 
times and locations of monthly meetings where you can meet with Auxiliaries and get to know what our 
organization is all about. 

Kathy Chappelle, Flotilla Commander (Flotilla 095-01-01) 

Want to feed your cadet?  Just go to www.uscgaparents.org, click on “Members” and scroll down to Cadet Cakes or  

Ensign Edibles for more information.  As you can see, there’s a lot more great information available on this site. 

Members of the Golden 
Gate Chapter were invited 
to participate in the Fleet 
Week activities on the 
George Cobb buoy tender 
in the San Francisco Bay 
on October 12th.  The new 
security cutter Bertholf 
participated in the parade 
of boats along with various aircraft aerobics, including a 

spectacular show by the Blue Angels. 

Golden Gate Chapter 


