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On March 7th 2007 one of our Coast Guard 
Family sons was taken in an unexpected acci-
dent.  Christian 
Starr was a petty 
officer third-class 
boatswain's mate 
onboard the Coast 
Guard Cutter Kiska 
stationed in Hilo 
Hawaii.  Christian 
drowned while 
swimming in the Wailuku River in the South Hilo 
area of the Big Island.  He is sadly missed by 
all.   Please read the tribute to Christian inside 
on pages 2-4. 

 

     Do we have your current 
email address?  Much of our 
information is sent out by 
email to save postage.  If 
you have not received email 
notifications from us, please 
take a minute to send your 
email address to Chris Pappe 
at  chris@pappe.org 
Thank you! 

the significant parents events throughout the year; 
R-Day, as well as Parents Weekend. 

GLPA will remain an active participant within and 
supporter of the national USCGA Parents Associa-
tion. 

As always, we encourage active participation in all 
of our GLPA activities.  We are seeking volunteers 
to fill the Officer roles and Activities Chairpersons 
within the Chapter. 

Our Club Officers for 2007 are: 

Bob Murray (Travis 2009) – President 
Nancy Donlon (Nick 2010) – Vice President 
Peggy Jordan (Victor 2007) – Secretary 
Anne Wilson Dooley (James 2008) - Treasurer 

The all-important Activities Chairpersons: 

Newsletter – Chris & Mary Pappe (Chris 2010) 
Fund Raising – Rick & Joan Libner (Eric 2010) 
All-Academy Ball (Chicago area) – Alice & Nevin** 
Weist (Ben 2010) and Bob Murray (Travis 2009) 
Webmaster – Alan Blount (Trevor 2004) 
Membership – Open 
Support – Open 

**Note - One of our GLPA members, Nevin Weist 
serves as a Board Director within the national 
USCGA Parents Association. 

Thanks for the efforts of each person listed above 
and all others who contribute throughout the year.  
We welcome all interested parents to become en-
gaged in our local CG-related activities.  We have a 
good time, doing fun activities. 

Semper Paratus! 

Bob Murray—President, GLPA 

IN MEMORIAM 

Greetings Parents! 

On April 14th, the GLPA Chapter held a spring plan-
ning meeting to prepare for activities for the up-
coming year.  A few of the more significant activi-
ties we will undertake during 2007: 

Swab Picnic – Scheduled for Saturday, June 9th, 
Michigan City Indiana Coast Guard Station (Noon 
Central).  Probably one of the more interesting and 
valuable services we provide each year – This will 
be our opportunity to welcome and orient new 
cadets and families of the Class of 2011, three 
weeks before they report for R-Day.  We have 
arranged to have at least one 2007 graduate pre-
sent to provide cadet perspective in our efforts  to 
prepare the incoming Swabs for Swab Summer and 
beyond. 

Club Picnic – Scheduled for Saturday, August 11, 
also at the Michigan City Coast Guard Station 
(Noon Central).  A chance to enjoy the August 
weather, and trade our Cadets’ Coast Guard sum-
mer adventure stories.  Last year, we even ar-
ranged for an excursion trip on the station’s 47’ 
Coast Guard Motor Life Boat. 

As is the case every year, we enthusiastically par-
ticipate in the planning of All-Academy Holiday Ball
(s); in Chicago as well as doing our utmost to sup-
port other Balls within our broad chapter territory; 
ie, Milwaukee, Detroit, and Indianapolis. 

GLPA will be represented at our Reception Table at 

Taken at the USCG MSU in Burr Ridge, IL 
Treasurer, President, Secretary & Webmaster 



“I’m thinking of a Bible verse...James 2:18 - “show me your faith 
without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works.".”  
Christian, God wants that tattooed on your heart, not your body.  
We laughed and then he told me he wanted to go to Australia to 
a Christian conference being held there this summer.  What a 
great opportunity, Christian - your dad always wanted to go to 
Australia. 

When LCDR Kiley Ross and a chaplain arrived at our house early 
the morning of March 8, we knew what their coming meant but 
we didn’t know which son.  When hearing that our second son, 
Christian, passed away in a drowning accident, we felt the di-
chotomies of complete numbness and almost unbearable sor-
row.  Those feelings still come, but there is something we want 
to share. 

Some people have called this a tragedy, but Chris reminded me 
that a true tragedy would have been eternal separation from our 
son.  Our loss, though sorrowful, is a temporary one.  On Chris-
tian’s laptop we found a list of scriptures which he had typed out 
and to which he added his own personal comments as he sought 
to apply the Word of God to his own life and circumstances.  
The following scripture stands out in comfort and blazing hope 
to us (Christian’s words are in italics and seem to me as if writ-
ten to address our personal sorrow): 

Romans 8:38-39 - "For I am convinced that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor princi-
palities, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor heights, nor depth, 
nor any other created thing, shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord." The love of God is 
above all else - never forget that. 

Christian’s works - building homes, helping people, 
seeking to be a good Coast Guardsman - were a prod-
uct of his faith in Christ.  He was not perfect and would 
be the first to say so.  He struggled but he was honest 
about his struggles and about his desire to believe and 
follow after God.  He said he wanted to be a “man of 
God” and maybe a missionary someday - “or maybe 
the Coast Guard is my missions field.”  And, he said, 
he wanted to die “helping somebody else out”.  He did.  
His death has served to make eternity and walking by 
faith in Christ more important than anything else to us 
and we look forward to the day we will see our Lord 
and Christian together again. 

Christian once told a friend he wanted to hear the Lord say, 
“Well done, good and faithful servant.”  That scripture will ap-
pear on his headstone but how much better for him to hear it 
from Jesus Himself. 

 

Chris and Karen Starr 

Ensign Ian Starr, Devin, and Jennifer 
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As a young child, Christian was once given a quarter to spend on 
himself; he turned around instead and put it in the church offer-
ing plate.  As a young man, Christian chose to use his life, not to 
spend on himself, but to turn around and spend it in serving 
others.  In considering the military, the mission of the United 
States Coast Guard was a mission that coincided with Christian’s 
desire to help others. 

In high school, Christian was undecided about college and his 
future.  During his junior year in high school, Christian visited 
two recruiters - Marine and Coast Guard.  The Marine recruiter 
made joining sound so good that my husband wished he was of 
age to join!  We encouraged Christian to consider the Coast 
Guard as well  - his brother Ian was already at the Coast Guard 
Academy.  It was actually a challenge finding a local Coast 
Guard recruiter but, once found, he came to our house and in a 
low-key and impressive manner, presented the opportunities the 
Coast Guard had to offer.  Boot camp between his junior and 
senior year of high school?  Paid?  Reserves during senior year 
of high school, then full time active duty upon graduation?  
Christian made his decision and was off to boot camp the sum-
mer of 2003.  Eight weeks later, in Cape May, New Jersey, we 
were so proud to see him - a relieved, very proud, standing-tall 
seaman apprentice.  

 Christian’s first assignment after graduation from high school 
was Grand Haven, Michigan - “Coast Guard City”.  He had a 
room overlooking the water from which he could see the musical 
fountain of water and lights.  After a year in Grand Haven, Chris-
tian attended “A” School where he emerged a Boatswain’s Mate 
Third Class.  Our jaws dropped, as had his, when he called us to 
say his next tour of duty would be the USCGC KISKA in Hilo, 
Hawaii.  How did you get THAT, Christian??!  “Nobody else 
wanted Hawaii!”  (We found out later it was the rainy, very 
rainy, side of the Big Island...no matter, it was absolutely beauti-
ful.) 

Over the last year and a half, Christian was growing roots in 
Hilo.  He was an integral member of the 110-foot cutter KISKA 
with its small, tight-knit crew.  He was also very involved in Ele-
vate, a local church which branched off of the Hilo Missionary 
Church with the desire to share the Gospel of Christ, in word 
and deed, with the people of Hilo.  We heard more about Chris-
tian’s activities from other people after his death than we ever 
heard from Christian himself.  We knew he had passed out 
sleeping bags to the homeless; we didn’t know he handed out 
roses and danced with widows at a local nursing home on Valen-
tine’s Day.  We heard from others about his help in building 
homes.  We read in a blog that Christian got up to sit next to 
someone when the person wondered aloud why no one was 
sitting next to him.  We heard that Christian, our 6’5” tough/
gentle giant, broke down in tears during a church service when 
the pastor challenged the members to spiritual growth and to 
share and show their faith in Christ with others. 

On his My Space account (which Chris and I saw only after his 
death) his heroes were listed as “my Lord and Saviour, for laying 
down His life for me” and “my parents”.  He had the order right.  
Who did he most want to meet?  Jesus Christ.  He called home 
and I spoke with Christian two weeks before his death.   He said 
to me, “Mom, I’m thinking about getting another tattoo.”  An-
other one, Christian?  You know the Coast Guard regulations 
about tattoos?  Well, what are you thinking of this time (sigh)?  

In loving memory of our son, Christian StarrIn loving memory of our son, Christian StarrIn loving memory of our son, Christian StarrIn loving memory of our son, Christian Starr    
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Christian with Dad in Hawaii 

In loving memory of Christian Jensen Starr 

April 26, 1986 - March 7, 2007 

Christian with sister Jennifer 

F
a
vo
ri te

 d
o
g
 - La

d
d
ie
 



PAGE 4 GLPA NEWSLETTER SPRING 2007 

We were asked if we would comment on the services 
of the Coast Guard during this time of bereavement.  
When our son Christian passed away on March 7, 
2007, we were swept into a world we did not want.  
Yet, over the past weeks, it has been confirmed again 
and again that our sons, Ian and Christian, joined the 
right branch of the military.  LCDR Kiley Ross of the 
Marine Safety Office in Burr Ridge, Illinois was as-
signed to us as our Casualty Assistance Officer.  From 
the announcement of Christian’s death until now, he 
has helped us through a plethora of documents, signa-
tures, and decisions with competence and compassion.  
For each question we have asked, he has been in 
touch with numerous other Coast Guard men and 
women across the country doing the legwork to ad-
dress all our concerns.  Not once have we felt that we 
were an intrusion to his personal time or that this was 
a “job” to him.   

 

We have heard from and visited with Coast Guard ser-
vicemen and women throughout the country - those 
who knew Christian or Ian and those who knew nei-
ther.  During the funeral services, the Coast Guard took 
part in all services - standing by Christian’s casket dur-
ing the viewing, participating in the funeral services, 
standing at attention as his casket passed through the 
church, and offering military honors at the cemetery, 
including a helicopter flyover from Air Station Traverse 
City.  Five junior officers from Ian’s cutter, the USCGC 
Diligence, were given leave to attend the funeral.  
Three members of the USCGC KISKA traveled from Hilo 
to show their love and support to us as a family and to 
participate in the services. 

 

Christian would never have expected such an outpour-
ing of love and we, likewise, stand amazed at it, but 
very thankful.  We believe we have a truer understand-
ing of the term “Coast Guard family”. 

 

Chris and Karen Starr 

Ensign Ian Starr, Devin, and Jennifer 

COAST GUARD ROLE DURING FAMILY’S TIME OF NEED 

Christian on the deck of the Kiska off the coast of Hawaii 

Christian in Chicago - November 2006 
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USCGA GREAT LAKES PARENTS ASSOC 

Minutes of the meeting held Saturday, April 14, 2007 

Burr Ridge Marine Safety Unit Office 

 

Attendance: 

Bob Murray,(Travis, 2009) President;   
Peggy Jordan,(Victor 2007) VP;  
Anne Dooley,(James 2008) Treasurer;  
Alan Blount, (Trevor 2004) Webmaster;  
Chris Pappe, (Chris 2010) Newsletter; 
Nevin Wiest,(Ben 2010) National Parents Assoc Member-at-
Large; 
Bob Jordan (Victor 2007) 
Joan & Rick Libner (Eric 2010),  
Mary Pappe (Chris 2010) 
Nancy & Brian Quill (Tom 2008) 
Karen & Chris Starr (Ian 2006),  
Alice Wiest (Ben 2010) 

Guest Speaker: LCDR Kiley Ross, Executive Officer of the 
Burr Ridge MSU spoke about the role of the US Coast Guard 
in land locked Burr Ridge as over seeing the Illinois rivers 
and canals for oil & chemical pollution and boat and barge 
safety. He explained the Wilmette Harbor and Calumet Har-
bor stations are responsible for portions of Lake Michigan. 

Alan Blount spoke of the assignment his son, Trevor (USCGA 
2004), is on training Coast Guard and Marine Police units of 
foreign countries. 

Chris Starr (Ian, USCGA 2006) read a posthumous  Citation 
of Commendation awarded to his son, Christian Starr.  Chris-
tian, aged 20, died tragically in early March in an off-duty 
swimming accident while stationed with the US Coast Guard 
in Hilo, Hawaii. 

Business Meeting: 

Bob Murray opened the meeting with the call for volunteers 
to fill Officer positions within the GLPA. 

Openings include Vice President/Membership, Secretary, 
Cadet Support, All Academy Ball Rep, and Fundraising.  Dis-

cussion followed and Nevin & Alice Wiest agreed to assist 
Bob Murray as the Chicago All Academy Ball representatives, 
Joan Libner agreed to take over Fundraising, and Peggy Jor-
dan agreed to be Secretary pro-tem until Victor’s graduation 
in May, since our last two Secretaries have had sons that 
disenrolled.  Nancy Donlon was not present but her name 
was offered (by whom????) as an excellent candidate for VP/
Membership. Peggy agreed to contact her about assuming 
the role, and Peggy was told to tell Nancy “that everyone 
was very enthusiastic upon your unanimous nomination”. 

Discussion followed of the challenges of our huge geographic 
area in getting parents involved, yet many “jobs” can be 
done remotely like the Cadet Support which remains open. 
The role is basically to order cakes for the 4/c in the fall and 
order flags for the graduating 1/c. 

Fundraising: payments or contributions via credit card need 
to be pursued using a system such as PayPal.  Chris Pappe 
reported on the successful online auction of a Miller beer/ 
USCG sign that was donated by the brewery to the Wiscon-
sin All Academy Ball. Chris raised $634.63 after shipping and 
was applauded for his efforts. 

Treasurer’s report: Bank Balance is $1958.62; will be 
$2593.25 after the Miller sign check is deposited. 

Nevin Wiest reported on the Feb 2007 meeting of the Nat’l 
Parents Assoc. He said most of the meeting concentrated on 
licensing issues of the USCGA name, logo, and insignia. 

Alan Blount requests photos and updates for the cadets/
graduates for posting on the website. Photos can be scanned 
and emailed or mailed and he will return them. 

Chris Pappe requests summer updates for cadets for the 
newsletter. 

UPCOMING DATES: 

Saturday, June 9, 2007:  SWAB PICNIC  NOON C.D.T. 
MICHIGAN CITY, INDIANA USCG STATION 

Monday, July 2, 2007: R-DAY, USCGA 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 11, 2007  FAMILY PICNIC  NOON 
C.D.T. MICHIGAN CITY, INDIANA USCG STATION 

Sincerely scribed, 

Peggy Jordan 

Secretary pro-tem 

GLPA Minutes 



bank gift card with $100 on it and a copy of Mr Maino's book.   
As if that wasn’t enough, a week or so after the ball our ca-
det received a Challenge Coin Commemorating the occasion. 

Miller brewing had made some 
very nice signs and donated 
them for the event.  At the end 
of the evening parents associa-
tion members were invited to 
take the sign for their academy 
and use it for fund raising.  
The sign was auctioned off by 
the GLPA in an online auction.  
The winning bid was $725.00, netting the GLPA a profit of 
$634.63 after packaging, shipping and insurance.  A check 
for this amount was tendered at the last meeting. 

The 13 person task force completed it’s cross-cutting review, 
evaluation, and assessment of Coast Guard Academy policies, 
organizational practices, and cultural issues affecting the 
four-year process of transforming our young women and 
men into cadets and future officers. The report provides 
great insight into the perceptions, thoughts, and behaviors of 
the Corps of Cadets, Faculty, and Staff.  Like the many other 
reviews and assessments that this institution has undergone 
over its long history, it provides recommendations on how to 
continue the process of constant improvement.  

You can read the 130 page report yourself here: 
http://www.uscg.mil/ccs/cit/cim/foia/TaskForce/Task%20Force.htm 

After reading this report myself, I was impressed with the 
attention to detail that was given to every aspect of cadet 
life.  From problems with binge drinking (something that oc-
curs at every other college) to athletics taking precedence 
over military training, to the attitude of professors and staff. 

Rear Admiral J. Scott Burhoe, Superindendent of the USCGA 
said of the report: ”I see many positive indicators contained 
within the report, validating much of what we already do and 
many recommendations involving initiatives we have already 
begun.”   

In the end he concluded “While this report cites a 97% suc-
cess rate for our graduates, we don’t think that is good 
enough.  Be assured that we will use this report and every 
other tool available to build on an already strong foundation.” 
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GLPA News 

 

ILLINOIS 

The 23rd Illinois All Academy Ball was held on the evening 
of December 29th at the Marriot Oak Brook Hills Resort.  
Over 600 guests from all five service academies attended 
the gala event, 60 of whom were affiliated with the USCGA.  
The GLPA hosted a Hospitality Suite prior to and throughout 
the evening’s activities which consisted of : reception, back-
ground music performed by the 
566th Air Force Band, military 
ceremonies, banquet and lastly, 
dancing.   

LCDR Kiley R Ross (‘03) pre-
sented the toast to the USCGA 
and Cadet 3/c Travis Murray 
and Cadet 4/c Ben Wiest per-
formed ceremonial duties in the 
Presentation of Colors.   

 

WISCONSIN 

The Wisconsin All Academies Ball was held on December 
26th at the historic Wisconsin Club in Milwaukee.  Attended 
by 150+ guests, the evening began at 17:30 with a cash 
bar and passed hors d'oeuvres followed at 18:30 by the 
welcome and introduction of the cadets and midshipmen.  
The colors were posted, the national anthem sung by a ca-
det and a POW/MIA Honor Guard ceremony.  Taps was 
played, a chaplain gave an invocation and formal toasts 
were offered by the emcee and several cadets.  Since our 
son was the only coastie there, he had to represent and 
give the toast! 

At 19:30 a gourmet dinner was served very efficiently and it 
was delicious.  After dinner the guest speaker, John Maino, 
gave a presentation.  John Maino is a radio personality from 
Green Bay who does a lot to support the military: he was in 
Irag this past June to entertain and deliver goodies to the 
troops, he also wrote a book full of his interviews with Wis-
consin veterans telling their war stories and memories; 
FRONTLINES - WORLD WAR II PERSONAL ACCOUNTS OF 
WISCONSIN VETERANS. 

After the short presentation a brass band came out and 
rocked into the night. 

There was a professional photographer there setup to take 
pictures of the attendees and all cadets received a $30 cou-
pon for free photo sets (you can see this photo on page 9).  
The cadets also each received a $50 bill, crisp and new, a 

Challenge Coin given to 
Wisconsin Cadets 

All Academy Balls 

CORE Task Force Study 
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Coast guard In The News 

USCG Speedbump?  While providing a security perimeter, a Coast Guard 25-foot response boat is flanked by two tugs as the Liquid Natural 

Gas tanker Berge Boston is moored to the pier at an LNG facility in Boston    USCG photo by PA2 Luke Pinneo 

The Vertical Unmanned 

Aerial Vehicle (VUAV) is a 
short-range, shipboard deploy-
able unmanned aircraft. The 
VUAV will allow the Coast 
Guard to extend the surveil-
lance, classification and identi-
fication capability of its major 
cutters through its speed, 
range, and endurance and at a 
lower cost. This asset will be 
used to support maritime 
homeland security, search and 
rescue missions, enforcement 
of laws and treaties including 
illegal drug interdiction, marine 
environmental protection, and 
military preparedness. The 
Eagle Eye will be deployed 
aboard the National Security 
Cutter (NSC) and the Offshore 
Patrol Cutter (OPC) as part of 
the Maritime Security Cutter “force package”.  Photo courtesy of Northrop Grumman.  
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Ens. Steve Welch ’06 is currently serving on board the 
USCGC Thetis in Key West, Fl. At this time he has taken 
over the duties as First Lieutenant, Boarding Officer and 
Law Enforcement Officer. 
They are currently on a 
3month tour which in-
cludes Columbia, Guan-
tanamo Bay, Belize and 
Honduras with many other 
port calls also. They met 
up with fellow graduates 
aboard the USCGC Esca-
naba. And he's looking forward to graduates from the 
2007 class joining them on the Thetis and Sector Key 
West. The picture is of Steve and Miguel Melendez on 
board the Escanaba with their cutter the Thetis in the 
background. 

 

Lisa Myatt USCGA '08, will be a Firstie by about the 
time the newsletter comes out.  The last six months have 
been an extremely busy period for her as she acted in the 
role of Laurie in the spring musical "Oklahoma", and sub-
sequently undertook a new athletic challenge by joining 
the Women's Rugby team.  Starting May 12 Lisa will 

spend 4 weeks at CG 
HQ in Washington DC 
pursuing an internship 
in her major, Naval 
Architecture, before 
heading out to Seattle 
for a stint aboard the 
USCGC Polar Sea, a 400 
foot icebreaker, for 6 

weeks. I've attached a picture of Lisa carrying the ball for 
the Rugby team.  Unfortunately I don't know who they 
were playing against or whether they won or lost.  That's 
one of the great things about our cadets- they seem to 
really enjoy the experiences they are having regardless of 
the outcome. 

 

LT JG Christiane D. Grant '04 has completed the sec-
ond semester of her Masters in Civil 
Engineering at the University of 
Texas-Austin.  She was accepted into 
the USCG Masters degree program 
after completing a 2-year tour of sea 
duty as Engineer on the USCGC Alert, 
out of Astoria, Oregon.  She will com-
plete her Masters in January, 2008, 
and hopes to be assigned to an engineering unit.    

 

Cadet Daniel Judycki '07 - (soon to be Ensign)  We 
are looking forward to Graduation and all the activities 
that go along with it. Dan is very happy with his Billet as 
he will be reporting to the USCGC Bristol Bay in Detroit in 
Mid June. He went to check out his new home over spring 
break and has rented a two-bedroom house close to the 

Station. So now we are gathering all the 
items he will need for the house. The 
best part about the house is that he has 
a garage to store his corvette and his 
other toys. Dan is ready for life after the 
academy and his new responsibilities in 
Detroit. It is so hard to believe that his 4 
years are over as it seems to have gone 
so quickly for us, probably not as quickly 
for him.  

Jim & I would also like to wish all of the New Ensigns best 
of luck in their future assignments.—-Jim & Sally Judycki   

 

Our son, Ian Starr ’06, was home with us for almost a 
month - a strong support and encouragement to our fam-
ily following the loss of our son Christian on March 7.  Ian 
is now back with his ship and sent us a description of his 
responsibilities and travels aboard the USCGC Diligence 
out of Wilmington, NC. 
“My primary duty onboard DILIGENCE is that of a Deck 
Watch Officer, which means that I'm in charge of the safe 
navigation of the ship.  I'm also the Communications Offi-
cer, in charge of the communications equipment in the 
ship's Radio Room.  I'm the Education Services Officer, in 
charge of helping crewmembers get into college, etc.  I'm 
the Public Affairs Officer, so I work with the media to pro-
mote DILIGENCE and the Coast Guard.  I'm a Landing 
Safety Officer, in charge of getting helicopters safely onto 
and off of our flight deck.  I'm training as a Boarding 
Team Member and a Boarding Officer, so I go over on 
boardings of other vessels.  I'm also working on getting 
qualified as an EKMS Manager (Electronic Key Manage-
ment Systems.)   I have a bunch of other jobs, but those 
are the major ones!  

As far as my travels...we 
usually operate in the Car-
ibbean around Cuba and 
Haiti.  We also spend a lot 
of time in between Florida 
and the Bahamas. Some-
times we'll go deep south 
towards Central and South 
America.  Our primary jobs 
down there are interdicting illegal migrant traffic, and 
patrolling the drug routes that come up from the Carib-
bean and South America into the U.S.  “I've also included 
a picture I just took yesterday.  It was an absolutely 

Cadet and Alumni News 
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amazing sunrise, right before I went over to board some 
suspected drug smugglers!” 

 

Travis Murray USCGA ’09 competed at the National 
Collegiate Boxing Finals in Reno, NV,  April 12-thru-14, in 
the 175 Lb Weight Division.  He won his quarter-final 
match before losing in his semi-final match to the even-
tual champion.  By virtue of advancing to the semi-final 
round, Travis secured "All American" status, a fete never 
before attained by a Cadet from USCGA.   

Travis Murray, at 2007 Collegiate Boxing Finals in RENO, 
NV with USCGA Boxing Coach Tom Barile.  

 

James Dooley USCGA ‘08  Is excited about his summer 
training but  I guess we talk about that after the fact. 
Academy is going well. He is also enjoying outside activi-
ties of hiking and recently he passed a PADI scuba quali-
fier test. He has also bought a car, a Jeep, with the loan 
that the 3c's receive. 

 

Anne Staley USCGA ‘08  will be entering her 1st Class 
year on assignment with the USCGC Gallatin.  The 
Gallatin is home ported 
in Charleston, SC, but 
will be cruising the Car-
ibbean at the time Anne 
and two other cadets 
report for duty.  Anne 
will fly to Curacao to 
meet up with her cut-
ter.  The cutter Gallatin 
is used for search and 
rescue and law enforcement.  Anne is very excited about 
her summer adventure.   
Anne has had a great 2nd Class year.  She has really en-
joyed her classes this past year.  She is also a member of 
the women's volleyball team that had a very successful 
season which ended at the NCAA Division 3 champion-
ships.  The USCGA women were considered the 
"Cinderella Team" of the NCAA DIII Championships. 
Anne is really looking forward to her last year at the 

academy.  She is so proud to be a Coast Guard Cadet and 
is anxious to serve her country.  Thank you!  Sue Nugent 
(Anne's mom) 

 

Nick Donlon (ECHO ‘10) has enjoyed his first year at 
the academy.  He played 
on the football team, 
traveling to several dif-
ferent states.  He has 
made many close 
friends, people that he 
knows will be his friends 
for life.  This summer he 
will be spending his time 
on the USCG Cutter 
Rush, home port, Honolulu, Hawaii. 

 

Victor Yaguci (ECHO '07)  will be going to Flight 
School in Pensacola, 
FL at the end of June.  
This fulfills his dream 
since he was 14 of 
becoming a Search & 
Rescue Heliocopter 
pilot.  He will also at-
tend the Swab Picnic 

in June to talk with parents & swabs about Academy life. 

 

Chris Pappe (ECHO ‘10) has completed his first year at 
the Academy.  He has made many friends and is really 
enjoying the Academy experience.  He has worked hard 
to earn a Gold Star for academ-
ics and a Blue Star for Personal 
Fitness.  He played tennis for 
the Academy filling the #2 Sin-
gles and #1 Doubles spots on 
the team and winning over half 
of  his matches.  The team as a 
whole didn’t fare so well, they 
went 5-13 including a first round 
loss in the NEWMAC playoffs.  
Coming home for Christmas he 
really enjoyed some home 
cooked meals that could be 
eaten in a normal manner, not 
on the square.  One highlight of the leave was attending 
the All Academy Ball in Milwaukee with his parents and 
sister.  Summer is shaping up to be quite exciting with 
five weeks on Eagle cruising the Caribbean followed by 
five weeks at the largest and first ever  small boat sta-
tion: Atlantic City.    

Cadet and Alumni News 



 
Mission Statement 

Great Lakes Chapter of the U.S. Coast Guard Academy 
 Parents’ Association 

The Association is a non-profit organization which exists for the sole pur-
pose of supporting the U.S. Coast Guard Academy and its Corps of Cadets.  
It seeks: 

• to expand public understanding and appreciation of the Academy 

• to encourage well-qualified young men and women to apply for ap-

pointments as cadets 

• to promote communication between parents, cadets, and the Acad-

emy administration 

• and to make known to its membership the opportunities for participat-

ing in Academy and support projects offered by the U.S. Coast Guard 
Academy Alumni Association and the Coast Guard Auxiliary. 

Caitlin Cunningham USCGA ’10 is completing her 
4th class year at the Academy.  A member of Delta 
Company, she is pursuing a degree in the Marine 
Sciences.  She has been active in rowing with the 
Crew team, in the 8 
women novice boat.  
This is a new sport 
for her after swim-
ming, playing basket-
ball and softball for 
four years while a 
student at Chicago 
Lakes High School in 
Lindstrom, MN.  She sings in the Catholic Chapel 
Choir.  The choir traveled to Pennsylvania travel to 
other northeastern cities.  One of the highlights of 
her academy experience this semester has been the 
opportunity to learn to fly.  Through the incredible 
generosity of Groton/New London pilots and flight 
instructors, Caitlin has spent several Sunday after-
noons in a plane.  This has been a life long dream of 

hers.  We, her family, 
Pat, Cindy and sister, 
Erin miss her. We are 
looking forward to vis-
iting her at Cape Cod 
Canal station, her 
Phase I, summer as-
signment.  She will sail 
on Eagle, during Phase 

II.  She is very excited to learn all she can about the 
U.S. Coast Guard.  She has recently posted a journal 
entry under Cadet Life on the USCGA main website.  
Please read Caitlin’s entries to know her better! 

A Site to Remember… 

The Great Lakes Parents’ Association website is located at 
www.glpa.org .  (If you use ".com" you will go to someone else's 
site.) The purpose of the site is to provide a resource of informa-
tion on meetings, newsletters, meeting minutes, directions to 

meetings, links for Coast Guard and Coast Guard Academy information and a 
place to see our cadets and the quality of their achievements. 

The web site is of particular interest to parents of Swabs and 4th Class ca-
dets and potential cadets, but all cadets and their families have found the 
site to be interesting regardless of their level of progress through the Acad-
emy.  If you have a cadet, or recent graduate, who has out of date informa-
tion posted on the site or who you would like to have included, please send 
the information to the web master, Alan Blount, at alan@alanblount.com. 

The United States Coast Guard Auxiliary is the volunteer unit of the United States Coast Guard.  Created by an act of Congress, the Auxiliary 
performs the same missions as the regular Coast Guard with the exceptions of law enforcement and combat.  Our duties include surface patrols 
(safety, search and rescue, pollution, regatta), air patrols, vessel safety checks on boats, teaching safe boating classes, going to schools and 
speaking to children about safe swimming and safe boating, visiting marine dealers & others to disseminate information regarding safe boating 
regulations, pollution, boating classes, Homeland Security, recruiting students for the AIM program and the Coast Guard Academy, doing radio 
watch standing at the local Coast Guard stations, cooking for the crew at the Coast Guard stations and supporting the Coast Guard in any way 
we can.  Since 9-11 the Coast Guard and the Auxiliary have come under the newly formed Department of Homeland Security and due to 9-11 
and world terrorism, we have been asked to perform more duties and get the word out to the general public so that they can assist us by be-
coming additional eyes and ears. 

To find out more about the Coast Guard Auxiliary, interested persons can go online to the Auxiliary website at www.cgaux.org and click on the 
Visitor's Deck, Flotilla Finder, and Boating Classes for more information.  If you are from the Chicago land area and wish information, you can 
contact me at (708) 758-8018.  You can also email me at RKAC16149@msn.com - be sure to specify “USCG Auxiliary” in the subject box so 
your email is not filtered out. 

I can provide phone numbers, contacts, and additional information or, if you are in my area, I can arrange to meet with you on an individual 
basis & begin the process for membership or let you know of times and locations of monthly meetings where you can meet with Auxiliarists and 
get to know what our organization is all about. 

Kathy Chappelle, Flotilla Commander 

Want to feed your cadet?  Just go to www.uscgaparents.org, click on “Members” and scroll down to Cadet Cakes or  
Ensign Edibles for more information.  As you can see, there’s a lot more great information available on this site. 


