
ATTENTION! 

Do we have your current email ad-
dress?  Much of our information is 
sent out by email to save postage.  If 
you have not received email notifica-
tions from us, please take a minute 
to send your email address to Chris 
Pappe at  chris@pappe.o rg 
Thank you! 

2009 Chapter Officers 

 
Ann Corwell, President  
(Andrew Corwell 2011) 
acorwell@hotmail.com 

 
OPEN, Vice-President 

 
Donna O’Brien, Secretary 
(Kevin O’Brien 2012) 

divegreat@sbcglobal.net 
 

Deb Tatara, Treasurer 
(Mark Tatara 2011) 

dtatara@wideopenwest.com 
 

Mike Nolan, Webmaster 
(Erin Nolan 2012) 

mnolan@purdue.edu 
 

Chris & Mary Pappe 
Newsletter 

 (Chris Pappe 2010) 
chris@pappe.org 

 
Rick & Joan Libner, Fundraising 

(Eric Libner 2010) 
joan.libner@gte.net 

 
Peggy and Bruce Talbot,  

Ways & Means 
(Erin Talbot 2013) 

Peggy@aramark.com 
brucetalbot@aol.com 

 
 

A Change in our Leadership 
It is with deep regret that we accept 
the resignation of our GLPA Presi-
dent, Nancy Donlon.  Those of you 
who have met Nancy will always 
remember her enthusiasm, her ini-
tiative and her ability to bring a 
smile to everyone's face.  Of course, 
her co-president, husband Dennis, is 
equally energetic and fun.  Our 

USCGA parents association is truly a 
family.  So, as we bid farewell to the 
Donlons, we will continue to have 
great love and affection for Nancy, 
Dennis and their sons, and wish 
them well as they embark on a new 
journey.  As GLPA vice president, I 
have assumed the President's role.  
Please feel free to contact me at any 
time with questions or suggestions.  
You may reach me via: 
Phone-248-203-7164;  
email- acorwell@hotmail.com or 
regular mail-2445 Polo Place,  
Birmingham, MI 48009.  I welcome 
hearing from you. 

A New School Year Dawns-
2009-2010 Year Brings Ex-
citing Challenges 
The start of every Academy year is 
always exciting and holds different 
meaning for families and cadets-
usually depending on their year.  
For our first-class cadets, the rigors 
of Academy life continue and leader-
ship responsibilities increase with a 
view toward graduation and future 
endeavors of service to the USCG 
and to our country.  For our second-
class cadets, life at the Academy is 
at the mid-point, ready to take more 
responsibility, be strong mentors 
and role models and begin looking 
at their Coast Guard futures.  Third-
class cadets have the confidence 
and self-assurance of young people 
who have learned the routine, ac-
cept the challenges and are eager to 
move forward to learn, excel and 
become trusted team members.  
And, our wonderful fourth-class ca-
dets have stayed true to their 
USCGA commitment, survived SWAB 
summer and begin the exciting, 
challenging and satisfying journey 
as a USCGA cadet.  As your Great 
Lakes Parents Association family, we 
hold all of our cadets in our hearts 

President’s Word 

Spring 2009 Issue   Published Bi-annually by the United States Coast 
Guard Academy Parents Association Great Lakes Chapter—”GLPA” 

Editor’s Note 

First, let me apologize for publishing 
the Spring Newsletter at the end of 
Summer.  Delays caused by personal 
health issues, computer hard drive 
failure and numerous changes in the 
makeup of the GLPA were among 
the  extenuating circumstances.  
The changes in GLPA personnel are 
addressed in the following section 
by our new President, Ann Corwell.  
Our best wishes go out to Nancy 
and Dennis Donlon and we hope 
their son Nick is able to fulfill his 
destiny at the civilian college of his 
choice.  Your smiling faces will be 
missed. 
Special Note: We need "Chapter 
newsletter reporters" from each 
state we represent in the Great 
Lakes-MI, MN, WI, IL, IN, IA and 
parts of OH. 
 This is a wonderful way to get to 
know USCGA families in your state 
highlight USCGA and USCG news 
from your area and, most impor-
tantly, to help us all stay connected 
as the USCGA in the Great Lakes. 
Please call or email Ann Corwell with 
your intent to step forward as one of 
our news reporters! 
Chris & Mary Pappe—Editors 
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President’s Word Cont…and proclaim deep admiration 
and respect for their service.  We extend a very special 
welcome to our newest cadets and their families.  We 
wish for you a wonderful experience. Know that your fel-
low USCGA families are available at a moment’s notice 
via phone or email to answer questions, offer support 
and be encouraging. 

August Picnic 
First, we missed seeing you at our August Picnic in Michi-
gan City, IN which had to be cancelled due to circum-
stances beyond our control.  That traditionally is a fun 
gathering since our newest parents have had the oppor-
tunity to experience the Academy through their SWABs' 
eyes.  There's always a great deal of discussion, lots of 
stories and photos, and even more questions.  We'll 
catch up during the year through our newsletter, emails 
and in person at the June gathering where our 2013 par-
ents can help mentor the 2014 newbies! 

Parents Weekend—September 25-27 
Parents Weekend is a wonderful experience for every 
parent no matter how long their cadet has been at the 
Academy.  It's a joy to see your cadet.  It's an eye-
opening experience to walk through the beautiful cam-
pus, see the cutting edge resources available to our ca-
dets, and observe what other parents associations are 
doing for the Academy.  (Don't forget to stop by and sup-
port our GLPA booth on Friday.)  The Saturday national 
parents’ association meeting is extremely worthwhile.  
You have the opportunity to learn how we as parents 
throughout the United States help each one of our cadets 
through volunteer activities and financial donations.  
(Don't forget to join the National Parents Association 
while you're there…a small investment with huge rewards 
for you and the Academy.)  You'll meet the Superinten-
dent of the Academy and his leadership team, the leaders 
of the national parents’ association board, and have the 
opportunity to ask questions.  It's informative and ener-
gizing to make this trip.   By the way, I’ll be at the Radis-
son Hotel in New London.  If any of our GLPA families 
want to have an informal get-together, call me there.  
We’ll try to arrange something. 

Thanks to All of You. We Encourage Your In-

volvement. 
Thanks to all of you in our GLPA.  We are challenged by a 
broad-based geographic area which makes personal con-
tact with everyone impossible.  But, please know that you 
are important to our parents association.  Your com-
ments for activities and improvement are always encour-
aged and welcome.  We hope to initiate a number of 
email blasts in between newsletters to keep you informed 
and supported.  If you have special news, let me know or 
contact our newsletter editor.  We want to hear from 
you.  Share your photos.  Share your stories.  Share your 
thoughts.  Share your ideas.  We want to be an impor-
tant and positive part of your USCGA experience. 

Ann Corwell, USCGA GLPA President 

The Coast Guard Cutter Eagle waits at anchorage outside 

of Boston Harbor in anticipation of the Sail Boston 2009 

tall ships event, Tuesday, July 7, 2009. The Eagle, a 295-

foot barque, is home ported at the Coast Guard Academy 

in New London, Conn., and used to train future Coast 

Guard officers. (Coast Guard photo/Petty Officer 2nd 

Class Lauren Jorgensen)  

 

Cadets from the 

Coast Guard 

Academy served 

as the honor 

guard and fold 

the National 

Ensign during a 

burial at sea 

ceremony 

aboard Coast 

Guard Cutter 

Eagle, Sunday, July 5, 2009. Rita Kelly's remains were 

laid to rest in about the same location that her husband 

Coast Guard Capt. Kelly, the 15th commanding officer of 

the Eagle, were laid to rest in 2004. (U.S. Coast Guard 

photo/Petty Officer 2nd Class Etta Smith)  
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GLPA PLANNING MEETING 

April 21, 2009 

(Meeting Notes added in Blue)  

Teleconference Attendees:  Nancy & Dennis Donlon 10’,   
Joan & Rick Libner 10’,  Anne Dooley 08’,  Ann Corwell 
11’, Debbie Tatara 11’,  Paul Gracey 11’,  Mike Nolan 11’, 
Chris Pappe 11’, Bob Murray 09’ 

 

Nominate Officers & Chairpersons for Year 2009: 

 

President – Nancy & Dennis Donlon  

Vice President – Ann Corwell 

Treasurer  – Debbie Tatara 

Secretary -  To be filled, hopefully by 12’ or 13’ Parent. 

Committee Chairpersons: 

Webmaster – Mike Nolan (RDM will contact current Web-
master Alan Blount) 

Fundraising – Joan & Rick Libner 

Newsletter – Chris & Mary Pappe 

Ways/Means/Support/Morale – Debbie Tatara & Ann Cor-
well 

All-Academy Balls – Chicago, Milwaukee, Michigan, Indi-
anapolis, DesMoines  (Please let us know the AAB repre-
sentatives in your area.) 

Are you interested in joining our leadership team? 
(Special alert to our 2012 and 2013 parents!) Nomina-
tions will be taken for positions to be voted on next year. 
Please call or email Ann Corwell=2C GLPA president=2C 
to indicate your desire to be a GLPA leader! 

Financial overview 

 Our checking account balance is $2020.48 

Our investment account balance on March 19, 2009  is 
$1116.70 

Total dollars on hand is $ 3137.18 

 Our income July 1 - April 21 is $1894.00 

    I do not have a break down between dues and sale of 
things. 

 Our expenses July 1 - April 21 are $1518.70. In addition 
we made a $1500 donation to the academy. 

On the expenses: 

$408.00 Cakes for cadets 

$120.25 Flags for seniors 

$11.30 postage for a necklace 

$30.66 postage for Michigan AA ball 

$948.49 necklaces and suncatchers 

 I have not received a bill for website which has been 
$83.40 for the past few years. 

 Anne Wilson-Dooley 

 

President's Note:  Special thanks to Ann Wilson-Dooley 
for her commitment to the GLPA and continuing as Chap-
ter Treasurer after her son's graduation and until Deb 
Tatara assumed those responsibilities this year.  Ann has 
been an inspiration to all new parents.  Thanks Anne.  
And thanks Deb for carrying on. 

GLPA Minutes 
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Useful Links from USCGAPA & Coast Guard MagazineUseful Links from USCGAPA & Coast Guard MagazineUseful Links from USCGAPA & Coast Guard MagazineUseful Links from USCGAPA & Coast Guard Magazine    

Other Military Academy Parent Associations 

♦ OFFICIAL USNA website: https://www.usna.com/ 

♦ USNA Parents Network: http://www.usna.org/ 

♦ West Point Parents Net: http://www.west-point.org/ 

♦ USAFA Parents Clubs: http://www.uscgaparents.org/ 

♦ USMMA Parents Association: http://www.usmma.edu/parents/Default.htm 

♦ NAPS Parents Page: http://www.usna.com/NAPS/ 

♦ Basic Military Information 

♦ Military Ranks – Military ranks & insignia: http://www.defenselink.mil/specials/insignias/officers.html 

♦ Military Pay Scales: http://www.dod.mil/dfas/ 

♦ USO Web Site - A key resource for all military personnel: http://www.uso.org/ 

♦ Cutters & Aircraft of the Coast Guard: http://www.uscg.mil/datasheet/ 

♦ Coast Guard awards and medals: http://kepler.egr.duke.edu/USCGRibbons.html 

♦ The Service Academies: http://www.defenselink.mil/faq/pis/20.html 

♦ Washington Post military index: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/politics/govt/fedguide/military.htm 

♦ Military School: http://www.military-school.org/ 

♦ Military schools throughout the U.S.: http://www.military-net.com/ 

 

Official (mostly) Coast Guard Links 

♦ US Coast Guard Academy - "THE" home page: http://www.uscga.edu/ 

♦ US Coast Guard Academy Alumni Association: http://www.cgaalumni.org/ 

♦ US Coast Guard Academy Clinic: http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-w/uscga/services/clinic.htm 

♦ Academy Coast Guard Exchange System - Shopping!: http://www.shopcoastguard.com/ 

♦ Critical Academy Dates: http://www.uscga.edu/calendar.aspx 

♦ USCG Auxiliary - National home page for the Auxiliary: http://www.cgaux.org/ 

♦ Commandants Reading List: http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-w/g-wt/g-wtl/lead/reading.htm 

♦ DOD Installations: http://www.defenselink.mil/faq/pis/sites.html 

♦ "Semper Paratus" - Read about it or Listen to it: http://www.uscgaparents.org/links/semper.htm 

♦ History of Coast Guard Day: http://www.defenselink.mil/afd/military/coastgrd.html 

♦ U.S. Coast Guard - Home page of the "World's Premier Maritime Service": http://www.uscg.mil/ 

♦ Coast Guard- Online magazine: http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-cp/cb/CGMagazine.htm 

♦ CG Human Resources Directorate: http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-w/hrhome.htm 

♦ CG Work-Life Program: http://www.uscg.mil/hq/hsc/worklife/ 

♦ Coast Guard Fact File: http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-cp/comrel/factfile/ 

♦ Coast GuardWives: http://www.coastguardwives.com/ 

♦ Coast Guard units: http://www.uscg.mil/top/units/ 
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Useful Links from USCGAPA & Coast Guard MagazineUseful Links from USCGAPA & Coast Guard MagazineUseful Links from USCGAPA & Coast Guard MagazineUseful Links from USCGAPA & Coast Guard Magazine    

Unofficial (but good) Coast Guard Links 

♦ Coast Guard Family Support Site : http://www.cgfamily.us/ 

♦ CoastieChicks.net - Support for CG Spouses: http://coastiechicks.net/ 

♦ USCGA Girlfriend and Boyfriend Support Group - http://groups.yahoo.com/group/USCGAGIRLSANDBOYS/ 

♦ Fred's Place - Dedicated to U. S. Coast Guard Active Duty, Retired, Reserve, Auxiliary, "All Those Who Served", 
Coast Guard SPARS and past or present civilian co-workers: http://www.fredsplace.org/ 

♦ Coast Guard Foundation: http://www.cgfdn.org/main.html 

♦ Title 14, United States Code: http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/14/ 

♦ Federal Agencies - a pretty complete listing: http://www.lib.lsu.edu/gov/fedgov.html 

♦ Naval and Maritime Links: http://vlnavmar.usnaweb.org/ 

 

Fun Coast Guard Links 

♦ Ken Laesser's Coast Guard History Page: http://www.laesser.org/ 

♦ Kids Corner - Coloring books, fun, games & links to kid's sites: http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-m/nmc/mail.htm 

♦ CG Clip Art - Excellent collection from the CG Auxilliary - 7th district!: http://www.dirauxwest.org/clipart.htm 

♦ Barque Eagle Desktop Theme: http://members.aol.com/_ht_a/dhaley/Downloads/GGDownloads.htm 

♦ Trivia quiz: http://www.funtrivia.com/trivia-quiz/World/A-year-at-the-US-Coast-Guard-Academy-173127.html 

 

Coast Guard Newsletter Links 

♦ Coast Guard Visual Imagery Database, your link to Coast Guard video, photos, art, graphics and audio:  
      http://cgvi.uscg.mil/media/main.php 

♦ Coast Guard video available at - http://www.youtube.com/uscgimagery* 

♦ Proceedings: http://www.usni.org/magazines/proceedings/archive/index.asp 

♦ Coast Guard Magazine: http://www.uscg.mil/magazine/ 

♦ The Reservist: http://www.uscg.mil/reservist/ 

♦ Seapower Magazine: http://www.navyleague.org/sea_power/ 

♦ Coast Guard News Channel: http://www.coastguardchannel.com/index.shtml 

♦ Navy Times: http://www.navytimes.com/ 

♦ The DoD "Early Bird" news clips are accessible to .mil email addressees, at http://ebird.afis.mil/ 

♦ Office of Auxiliary and Boating Safety: www.USCGboating.org 

♦ CG Auxiliary's official e-magazine "SITREP": http://www.teamcoastguard.org 

♦ Maritime Safety: http://homeport.uscg.mil 

♦ Chief Warrant Officer Association: www.cwoauscg.org 

♦ Chief Petty Officer Association: http://www.uscgcpoa.org/ 

♦ USCG Academy Alumni Association: www.cgaalumni.org 

♦ COAST GUARD FLAG VOICES: http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-w/flagvoice/list.htm 

♦ THE LEADERSHIP NEWS: http://www.uscg.mil/leadership/newshome.htm 

♦ The Foundation for Coast Guard History: www.fcgh.org/ 

♦ The Coast Guard Foundation: http://www.cgfdn.org/ 
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Erin E. Cullen, Ens 2008 

married Charles H. Fillmore Jr. 
on January 23, 2009 at the 
Sheraton Bradley in Windsor 
Locks, CT. 
Erin is stationed at Coast 
Guard Headquarters in Wash-
ington, D.C. Erin & C.J. reside 
in Fairfax, VA with their two 
dogs. 
 
 
 
 
 
Liam McCue 2009, has been 

commissioned as an Ensign in 

the U.S. Coast Guard upon his 

graduation from the U.S. 

Coast Guard Academy (CGA) 

in New London, Connecticut.  

Liam graduated the academy 

in May with a Bachelors of 

Science in Operational Re-

search and Computer Analy-

sis.   

Liam entered CGA following 

his graduation from Dow in 

2005.  While completing his 

undergraduate studies, he par-

ticipated in NCAA Division III football during his four 

year attendance at the school, playing for the CGA Bears 

as a defensive center. 

Upon his graduation and commissioning as an officer, 

Liam will be joining the crew of the USCGC Dallas in 

Charleston, SC.  The Dallas’s focus has historically been 

centered on drug interdiction in the Caribbean; however, 

the cutter will continue to act as a multi-mission ship in 

support of Coast Guard Homeland Security activities 

worldwide  

 

Sarah Hohnstadt, 2010  this summer was in the mid-
dle of the Atlantic.  She was accumulating underway 
hours she missed in her 3/c year when the high endur-
ance cutter she had applied to be on (in lieu of her 3/c 
Eagle training) was broken down and never left port.  
Being a mechanical engineer, she spends most of her 
time down in the engine room, but enjoys her time on 
deck when she can see daylight.   

 She had to fly to Spain the last day of finals last semes-
ter, then sailed to Monaco (where she had to borrow a 
dress to go out in public).  After that, to France.  Then 

she was on her way to Bermuda, then Charleston, Bos-
ton, Halifax, and finally Rockland, ME, on July 24th.  At 
which time she was done for the summer, and she 
picked up her brand new, U.S.-built Jeep Patriot and 
drove back to Michigan for a couple weeks. 

 

Timothy J. Mullen, 2010, just returned from his as-
signment on CGC Shamal (WPC – 13), where they pa-
trolled the South Caribbean for four weeks.  While under-
way, he was also involved in the cutter’s first drug-bust 
of cocaine.  Tim loves to visit different cities and has 
commented that there aren’t many people his age who 
have gone to the places he has during these last four 
years.  He is anxious to get back the Academy to take on 
his appointed position as Summer Regimental Chief of 
Staff.  

 

Travis Murray, 2009 graduated on May 20, 2009.   
First duty station - High Endurance Cutter, USCGC 
Sherman, Alemeda, CA.  Assignment - Deck Watch Offi-
cer.    

Travis won the 
2009 National Col-
legiate Boxing As-
sociation Champi-
onship, 165 Lb 
Weight Class.  Af-
ter winning East-
ern Regional in 
March in Washing-
ton, DC, Travis 
and two other CGA 
Cadets proceeded 
to National Championship competition @ University of 
Maryland in April.   Travis beat his respective opponents 
from Navy, Nevada, and Army on successive evenings to 
clinch the Championship.  It has been (4) exciting years 
of collegiate boxing.  And in hindsight, the whole CGA 
experience has been outstanding for both Travis and 
Dad.    

 

Tom Olsen, 2010   Had a busy semester Spring 2009, In 

addition to the demanding course work for a Naval Archi-

tecture and Marine Engineering major, Tom also took a 

History of the Russian Empire class at Connecticut Col-

lege for a little change of pace.  Even though the college is 

just across the road from the Academy, the instructor and 

many of the Conn students in his class were unfamiliar 

with what actually goes on in the life of a cadet, so he 

wound up being a bit of an ambassador too.  I think he 

Cadet and Alumni News 
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made a favorable impression! 

Tom’s main sports focus at the 

Academy has been crew, and he has 

rowed on the men’s varsity boat 

(MV8) for the past 2 years.  At the 

Head of the Charles River races, the 

major, international fall regatta in 

Boston, they exceeded expectations 

and came in 7th out of 35 in the 

Men’s Collegiate Eights event – ad-

vancing ten places over their seeded 

spot!!   That excitement carried them through the winter 

and early spring, when the rowers spent many hours 

practicing on indoor erg machines and eventually out on 

the chilly Thames, and on into the spring season competi-

tions.  Tom thoroughly enjoyed the standard Spring 

Break trip to Deland, FL, where the crew teams got their 

first open-water work-outs of the season.  This year was 

particularly nice, with the weather being sunny and in 

the 80’s the whole week – a nice change from the long 

New England winter! 

The big social event of 2/c Spring was, of course, the Ring 

Dance. Tom and his date Diana had a fantastic time.  His 

class ring is substantial and beautiful, and he wears it 

proudly. 

Tom’s 1/c summer assignments are two-fold.  Phase 1 

took him to Albuquerque, New Mexico, where he and 4 

other 2010 cadets had 5-week internships at Sandia Na-

tional Laboratories (www.sandia.gov).  There they put to 

use some of their engineering skills and knowledge while 

making real contributions to government research pro-

jects.  During their non-work time on weekends, Tom and 

the others managed to get out and explore the area with 

lots of driving, hiking, some golf, and white-water rafting.   

On June 13, Tom moved on to his Phase 2 assignment on 

the buoy tender USCGC FIR out of Astoria, Oregon.  The 

combination of time out at sea and in port will culminate 

in the final week of his summer duty in Juneau, Alaska, 

participating in the annual Buoy Tender Roundup, which 

is like a mini-Olympics of buoy tending skills.  I wonder if 

they have a lassoing event… 

Tom will fly home to Minnesota from Juneau at the end 

of July and stay here long enough to buy his much antici-

pated car.  He’ll then take off to do a bit of traveling be-

fore the academic 

year begins.  What a 

year it will be for our 

firstie! 

 

Lt Ian Starr, 2006   

I've been deployed for 

the past 5 months 

with the USS 

CHUNG-HOON 

(DDG 93), an 

Arleigh-Burke 

Guided Missile 

Destroyer.  Our 

journey started 

with a trans-

Pacific voyage 

from Pearl Har-

bor to Okinawa, 

Japan and has 

taken us through the South China Sea, the Indian Ocean, 

up through the Suez Canal and back again.  We've kept 

busy with a diverse array of missions; including counter-

smuggling/counter-piracy operations, escort duties, and a 

multi-national naval exercise.  Working long days and 

late nights, the crew and I have really been hard-

charging throughout the deployment, and are looking 

forward to heading home in a month.  But it hasn't been 

all work and no play...we've also enjoyed port visits in 

Japan, Thailand, the Maldives, Indonesia, and Singapore 

so far!   

 

Ltjg Steven Welch, 2006. returned in April from a 12 

month duty  as Executive Officer aboard the USCGC 

Maui. The Maui was stationed out of Kuwait and pa-

trolled the Arabian Sea protecting the oil plat-

forms.During his time in Kuwait he took his 2 week R & 

R  in Australia. While in Sydney he proposed on the top of 

the Sydney  Bridge with the Opera House as a back drop, 

an August 2010 wedding is being planned. 

   On June 5th Ltjg Steve took command of the USCGC 

Tiger Shark (WPB-87359) in Newport Rhode Island. The 

chango of command ceremony was attended by family 

members, friends and classmates. He is looking forward 

to the challenges of the 

next 2 years. 

The pictures are : Steven 

and fiancée Lindsay in 

Australia 

 

 

Change of Command 

Ceremony in Newport RI 

 

 

 

 

 

Cadet and Alumni News 
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Mission Statement 
Great Lakes Chapter of the U.S. Coast Guard Academy 

 Parents’ Association 

The Association is a non-profit organization which exists for the sole 
purpose of supporting the U.S. Coast Guard Academy and its Corps of 
Cadets.  It seeks: 

• to expand public understanding and appreciation of the Academy 

• to encourage well-qualified young men and women to apply for 

appointments as cadets 

• to promote communication between parents, cadets, and the 

Academy administration 

• and to make known to its membership the opportunities for par-

ticipating in Academy and support projects offered by the U.S. 
Coast Guard Academy Alumni Association and the Coast Guard 
Auxiliary. 

Benjamin Wiest, 2010 is serving on the hollyhock, a 

buoy Tender on the Great Lakes. Based in Port Huron, 

Michigan they have been as far 

east as Lake Ontario and as 

far west as Lake Superior. He 

is enjoying the more practical 

side of CG life (as opposed to 

the more theoretical, classroom 

side). During off times, the 

crew was able to play football 

against the crew of another CG 

vessel on the field the Detroit 

Lions use. Many in the crew 

also went to the Indy 500, 

where Ben met Mario Andretti 

(photo).  

He and his girlfriend were able 

to enjoy the ring ball before the 

end of the semester. (photo) 

Hope that helps. With Ben's 

girlfriend being from Chicago-

land, we might well join them 

at the Christiams all-

academy ball in Chicago this 

year. It would bookend our 

journey with him... 

  

A Site to Remember… 

The Great Lakes Parents’ Association website is located at 
www.glpa.org .  (If you use ".com" you will go to someone else's 
site.) The purpose of the site is to provide a resource of informa-

tion on meetings, newsletters, meeting minutes, directions to 
meetings, links for Coast Guard and Coast Guard Academy infor-
mation and a place to see our cadets and the quality of their 
achievements. 

The web site is of particular interest to parents of Swabs and 4th Class cadets and 
potential cadets, but all cadets and their families have found the site to be inter-
esting regardless of their level of progress through the Academy.  If you have a 

cadet, or recent graduate, who has out of date information posted on the site or 
who you would like to have included, please send the information to the web 
master, Alan Blount, at alan@alanblount.com. 
Best regards—Alan Blount (LTjg Trevor Blount, ‘04) 
P.S.  If you send your cadet’s photo to Alan, he will add it to our cadet page on 

The United States Coast Guard Auxiliary is the volunteer unit of the United States Coast Guard.  Created by an act of Congress, the Auxiliary performs 
the same missions as the regular Coast Guard with the exceptions of law enforcement and combat.  Our duties include surface patrols (safety, search 
and rescue, pollution, regatta), air patrols, vessel safety checks on boats, teaching safe boating classes, going to schools and speaking to children 

about safe swimming and safe boating, visiting marine dealers & others to disseminate information regarding safe boating regulations, pollution, 
boating classes, Homeland Security, recruiting students for the AIM program and the Coast Guard Academy, doing radio watch standing at the local 
Coast Guard stations, cooking for the crew at the Coast Guard stations and supporting the Coast Guard in any way we can.  Since 9-11 the Coast 
Guard and the Auxiliary have come under the newly formed Department of Homeland Security and due to 9-11 and world terrorism, we have been 

asked to perform more duties and get the word out to the general public so that they can assist us by becoming additional eyes and ears. 

To find out more about the Coast Guard Auxiliary, interested persons can go online to the Auxiliary website at www.cgaux.org and click on the Visi-
tor's Deck, Flotilla Finder, and Boating Classes for more information.  If you are from the Chicago land area and wish information, you can contact me 

at (708) 758-8018.  You can also email me at RKAC16149@msn.com - be sure to specify “USCG Auxil-
iary” in the subject box so your email is not filtered out. 

I can provide phone numbers, contacts, and additional information or, if you are in my area, I can ar-

range to meet with you on an individual basis & begin the process for membership or let you know of 
times and locations of monthly meetings where you can meet with Auxiliaries and get to know what our 
organization is all about. 

Kathy Chappelle, Flotilla Commander (Flotilla 095-01-01) 

Want to feed your cadet?  Just go to www.uscgaparents.org, click on “Members” and scroll down to Cadet Cakes or  
Ensign Edibles for more information.  As you can see, there’s a lot more great information available on this site. 


