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GLPA President’s Message 
March 2006 

Greetings Parents! 

For those of you who have not yet met me, I am 
Bob Murray, newly elected President of GLPA.  My 
cadet son, Travis, is a member of the Class of 
2009.   I am excited to be your President. 

Let me start out by thanking our most recent Co-
Presidents, Jim and Sally Judycki, for their admini-
stration and leadership over the past year.  I know 
that we can look forward to their continuing contri-
bution to GLPA activities throughout the final year 
at USCGA of their ‘07 Cadet son, Dan. 

We will also greatly miss the extraordinary contri-
butions of Karen and Chris Starr who will be transi-
tioning out of a number of their Committee Chair-
manship roles within the GLPA, as their Cadet son, 
Ian, will graduate in May ‘06.  Among their roles - 
Editor of Newsletter, All-Academy Ball Reps, Sup-
port Committee and Fundraising. 

On Feb 25th, we held our first GLPA meeting of 
the year at the Michigan City, Indiana Coast Guard 
Station. The meeting began with an array of very 
entertaining, CG action-packed, rock music-
induced video/slide presentations, courtesy of 
Coast Guard Petty Officer Klitch, on-duty officer 
that afternoon. 

After things settled down, we discussed and 
planned activities for the upcoming year.  A few of 
the highlights for the GLPA this year will include: 

*Swab Picnic - Saturday, June 10, Michigan City, 
Indiana Coast Guard Station.  This is our opportu-
nity to welcome and orient new cadets and families 
of the Class of 2010, three weeks before they 
report for R-Day.  

*Something new and different this year! - We also 
received an invitation from our CG friends at the 
station to arrange for trip(s) onto Lake Michigan on 
actual Coast Guard units!!!!  This should provide 
an element of hands-on adventure in addition to 
our usual educational purpose for the dissemina-
tion of ideas and experiences to swabs and their 
families. 

*R-Day,  Summer Picnic, Parents Weekend, and 
All-Academy Ball Activities - some of our more 
interactive involvement with USCGA and the na-
tional CG Parents Association. 

 

 
     Do we have your current email 
address?  Much of our information 
is sent out by email to save post-
age.  If you have not received 
email notifications from us, please 
take a minute to send your email 
address to Peggy Jordan at peggy-
cpa@wideopenwest.com 
Thank you! 

Our Club Officers for 2006 are: 

Bob Murray (Travis ‘09) - President 
Peggy Jordan (Victor Yaguchi ‘07) - Vice-President 
Anne Wilson-Dooley (James ‘08) - Treasurer 
Brenda Moore (Nick ‘09) - Secretary 

Our Committee Chairmanships are: 

Membership - Peggy Jordan 
All-Academy Ball - Bob Murray (I would welcome 
an additional representative though!) 
Fundraising - Open 
Newsletter - Open 
Cadet Gifts (Support Committee) - Anne Wilson- 
Dooley 
Web Master - Alan Blount 

As you can see, we have a full slate of activities 
planned throughout the year for 2006.  We also 
have a small number of Activity Committee Chair-
man openings which need to be filled.  In light of 
our needs and plans to fill succession positions, I 
would heartily encourage family members of un-
derclass cadets, in particular, to step forward and 
participate in all GLPA activities.  Make the most of 
your son's/daughter's time at USCGA.  Enjoy the 
experience by staying engaged with GLPA.  Believe 
me, their time at USCGA will fly by, and it will be 
over before you know it.  

Semper Paratus! 

Bob Murray 
President, GLPA 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!! 
Swab Picnic - June 10, 2006 

Michigan City, Indiana CG Station 
12 noon Central Daylight Time 

Please join us to welcome our new 
Great Lakes area swabs! 
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Richard Colby ‘06 of Chicago, Illinois is graduating in May 
with a Bachelors of Science in Civil Engineering.  After initial 

floundering motiva-
tion, Rick really 
found his niche 
second class year.  
Since that point he 
has maintained 
above a 3.4 GPA 
and excelled in 
both his military 
and athletic per-
formance.  Rick 
has been active in 
both the swimming 

and water polo teams while a cadet.  Rick has been the captain 
of the cadet run water polo team for the past 2 years.  This 
year he was named to the first-team all conference for water 
polo, the first cadet to receive such an honor.  Rick has been 
an active member of Charlie company, and has held positions 
as the Support Department Head and Morale Division Officer.  
Following graduation, ENS Colby will be reporting to CGC 
MORGENTHAU home ported in Alameda, California. (Rick on 
left of photo) 

Erin Cullen ‘08, Bravo is looking forward to being cadre this 
summer along with all of her other training she is scheduled for 
this summer. She is very hopeful that she will be able to stay at 
the Academy for graduation to congratulate all of the special 

Firsties that have helped her 
so much along the way. 
She'd also like to be home 
for her brother's high school  
graduation!  Erin partici-
pated in the annual softball 
tournament in Florida during 
spring break and is thankful 
that her previously injured 
knee did not affect her play-

ing too much. The USCGA girls went 3-7 but beat some very  
tough teams. She's looking forward to a successful season, 
probably at 2nd  base. 

Our son, LCDR Jim Dalitsch, is a 1993 graduate of the 
USCGA and has experienced an interesting career path.   Hav-
ing grown up in the Great Lakes area and attending the Acad-
emy on the East Coast, he set his sails for the West Coast and 
has been there since.   Starting as the "SLJ" officer on 210 
footers out of Astoria, Oregon, he then became a USN ex-
change officer on a Navy Frigate out of Japan, sailing the South 
China Sea and the countries of the Pacific Rim, with stops in 
Hong Kong.   Some desk assignments in San Diego led to the 
CO position on a 110 footer out of San Diego which cruised 
from Cabo San Lucas, Mexico to northern California.   After 
over two years as CO of the Edisto, it was then to Alemeda, CA 
as the patrol boat manager for District 11, and now he is the 
operations officer on the 6-year-old USCGC Healy, the Coast 
Guard's largest vessel, an arctic ice breaker.   Jim moved from 
12 years in law enforcement to the ice breaker community.   As 
you all know, one of the Great Lakes Association cadets, Nora 
Basile, was on board for several of the Healy's missions this 
summer.   The 6-month cruise took the Healy out of Seattle 
northbound, across the North Pole and Arctic Ocean, and on to 
Norway, Ireland, the Azores, the Carribean, Panama, Cabo San 
Lucas, and then back to Seattle from the south.   The circum-
navigation of the north half of the Western Hemisphere was 

22,900 miles long, using 1.8 million gallons of fuel.   (5000 miles were 
rammed through hard ice).   The mission was to support several scientific 
studies guided by the National Science Foundation, which processes peti-
tions from various universities and institutions regarding their desire to 
conduct arctic research, the focus lately being global warming theories.   
The Healy with its capabilities and equipment and facilities is the platform 
designed for these undertakings.   Following a winter of dockside repairs 
and upgrades, the ship went back to sea this past Tuesday for a week of 
testing systems and propulsion.   And soon it's back to the Aleutian chain 
and more tasks.   Just fascinating.   We stay tuned, thank goodness, for 
shipboard E-mail capabilities. - -  Carol and Walt Dalitsch 

Charlotte Delorey ‘09 is participating in cross 
country and indoor and outdoor track. She just 
received word that she will be on the USCGC 
Gallitin this summer, in Charleston, SC.  She is 
thoroughly enjoying her experience at the Acad-
emy, and her excitement has not diminished in 
the 8 months she has been there.  

Charlotte Delorey 

 

 

Lt. Andy Goshorn has been accepted to the fully funded grad school 
program at Drexel University in Philadelphia. He will spend two years 
getting a masters in Engineering and an MBA. 

LtJG Christiane D. Grant ‘04 is in the last months of her 2-year tour of 
duty as the engineer on the USCG cutter Alert, based in Astoria, Oregon.  
She was accepted into the Coast Guard's graduate school program in Civil 
Engineering for Fall 2006. She is visiting campuses including Duke Univer-
sity, University of Texas-Austin, and Colorado State University. She ex-
perienced living on the West Coast and would like to return to the East 
Coast or West/Midwest again. 

Ensign Christopher Jasnoch ’05 has been assigned since graduation 
to the USCGC Resolute, stationed in St. Petersburg, Florida.  Chris loves 
the area and enjoys the warm weather and numerous beaches.  Chris 
passed his underway board and is OOD qualified.  He has just returned 
from Charleston, South Carolina, Boarding Officer School. 

Dan Judycki ‘07 will be on the Eagle for 12 weeks.  He will start off in 
New York and will attend the induction ceremony of the new comman-
dant of the Coast Guard, Thad Allen.  Dan will then travel down to Ber-
muda and that is hopefully where I (Jim Judycki) will join up with him & 
sail on the Eagle for a week.  I pray for calm seas.  Dan is doing well in 
his major (business management) & is especially looking forward to the 
ring ceremony this spring.  Dan will be home for about three weeks at the 
end of the summer & one of those weeks he will actually be on a cruise 
for 5 days in Mexico. So we'll see him for a very short time at the end of 
the summer and then it is back to the academy for his final year, a 2007 
graduate of the United States Coast Guard Academy...WOW!!!!!! 

Adam Kirking ‘08 is in 
his second year at the 
Academy and is planning 
on majoring in Manage-
ment.  He has been busy 
trying to rehab a football 
injury from last fall along 
with all his school work. 
He will be stationed at 
Adam Kirking at Parents’ 
Weekend 

Cadet and Alumni News 
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the CGA this sum-
mer where he will be 
Cadre for Swab 
Summer.    

Adam Kirking 

Travis Murray ‘09 
completed club 
boxing season with 
bouts at Lock Haven 
University, Pennsyl-
vania and Gettys-
burg College in 
February.  He pro-
ceeded to Munich, 
Germany with three 
other 4th Class 

Cadets (notice the 
wide smiles) during 
Spring Break.  

Travis shown on far 
left in  photo above 

  

 

 

LTJG Keidi Niemann is still assigned to the icebreaker HEALY in 
Seattle, Washington.  Mid-April she should transfer to the buoy 
tender KUKUI stationed in Honolulu, Hawaii.  Her new assignment 
is being the dive officer onboard KUKUI.  This will require her to 
take four months of training this summer at the Navy diving school 
in Panama City, Florida.  She continues to be very busy, as most 
Coasties are, but enjoys all (most?) of the opportunities and ex-
periences she is having. 

Eric Quigley ‘06  This has been an exciting time for Eric as well 
as his family and friends.  We can't believe 4 years at the academy 
is almost complete.  The year started with a very unexpected 
surprise.  During parents weekend Eric was  honored with the 
"Officer Spouses Association Award" presented to the cadet who  
had the most improved academic standing from fourth class year 
to second class  year.  Eric is now working to finish his senior 
project, and preparing for his first billet which will be the Cutter 
Dauntless in Galveston, Texas.  Graduation is just 2 months away 
and family and friends are making plans for this very special occa-
sion. 

Ian Starr ‘06, Foxtrot is very happy with his billet assignment to 
the USCGC Diligence WMEC 616, a 210’ cutter out of Wilmington, 
NC.  Ian enjoyed his spring break in Florida and will be going to 
Beijing the last week of March with some other cadets to attend 
the International Model U.N. Conference.  Ian’s brother, Christian, 
is a BM3 in Hilo, Hawaii and patrols the islands on board the Kiska 
- somebody’s gotta do it, right? 
 

Cadet and Alumni News 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steve Welch ‘06, Charlie was a member of the Regimental Staff last 
semester. It was very exciting to watch him march up front at Parent's 
Weekend last September. He will be going to Sanford, Florida April 22 
with the Rugby team hoping to get their first National Championship. He 
is looking forward to graduating in June and moving to his first duty 
station aboard the CG Cutter "Thetis" in Key West Florida. 

Victor Yaguchi ‘07, Echo enjoyed his Spring Break climbing and hiking 
the Rio Grande River Valley with five other cadets.  Now he has two 
months "to get his grades up and train for Sandhurst competition (West 
Point, April 29th)."  Victor will be going to the USCGC CONFIDENCE lo-
cated in Cocoa Beach, Florida for six weeks from 8 May - 16 June.  The 
Confidence is a 210' cutter with the mission of drug interdiction.  He will 
then be going to Air Station Miami from 19 June - 7 July followed by 
three weeks of flight school to get his solo from 10 July - 28 July and 
three weeks of leave. The flight school of Souleret, O'Donnell, & Allen is 
at Providence Airport and they will commute from Chase Hall.  Finally, 
three weeks leave (31 July - 18 Aug) to visit Naperville, Illinois plus ???.  
He might be driving back to the Academy in his "new" used Subaru Out-
back wagon in mid - August. 

Ensign Matt Zolnierek ‘05 is the morale, communications and training 
officer on the CGC Sycamore in Cordova, AK. He is loving it, but experi-
ences some loneliness at times.  His boat is looking forward to going to 
Hawaii for training exercises in September. He has made several friends 
amongst the crew. The only other single officers are women and he 
doesn't want to 'hang' with them. He has to be careful, but so far the 
enlisted people are befriending him, yet treating him correctly and pro-
fessionally.  I'm planning on going up there in July for a two week visit, 
so I'm excited about that. This boatswain's mate from Alpena, MI has 
been especially kind to him; however he has called Matt the worst fisher-
man in Alaska. Or I think he put it, the unluckiest. When they have "fish 
call", Matt never catches fish. When everyone limits out - Matt still hasn't 
gotten a nibble!  He bought a QUAD and scuba gear. One of the enlisted 
is going to help one of the other guys get to instructor level and Matt to 
basic level, so he's excited about that. 

Billet night 
 March 3, 2006 

Happy new crew 
of the 210’ Dili-

gence 
out of Wilmington, 

North Carolina 
Ian Starr - 2nd 

from right 

Billet night (Ian on 
left) 

Someone’s happy! 



 
Mission Statement 

Great Lakes Chapter of the U.S. Coast Guard Academy 
 Parents’ Association 

The Association is a non-profit organization which exists for the sole pur-
pose of supporting the U.S. Coast Guard Academy and its Corps of Ca-
dets.  It seeks: 

• to expand public understanding and appreciation of the Academy 

• to encourage well-qualified young men and women to apply for 
appointments as cadets 

• to promote communication between parents, cadets, and the Acad-
emy administration 

• and to make known to its membership the opportunities for partici-
pating in Academy and support projects offered by the U.S. Coast 
Guard Academy Alumni Association and the Coast Guard Auxiliary. 

The Chicago-area All-Academy Ball of December ‘05 was 
great!  We had over 90 CGA friends, families, and cadets turn 
out for the evening (along with over 600 from the other ser-
vice academies).  From the toastmasters to the POW/MIA 
ceremony to the excellent dinner and dancing until midnight 
to the Brothers of Blues, we heard only positive comments 
about the evening.  The Coast Guard Academy had their own 
hospitality suite where families and friends could visit and 
enjoy refreshments during the evening.  If you have not yet 
attended an All-Academy Ball, make it a priority next Decem-
ber to attend the ball with your cadet in your state.  

* * * * * * * * * * * *  

Special thanks to our membership for sending your dues and 
donations for our Great Lakes Chapter fundraiser.  The an-
nual fundraiser is our primary means of supporting our great 
cadets and the Academy throughout the year.  Copies of the 
2005-2006 dues and fundraiser forms are posted on our 
website at www.glpa.org.  It is never too late to contribute to 
the fundraiser!! 

A Site to Remember… 

The Great Lakes Parents’ Association website is 
located at www.glpa.org .  (If you use ".com" you 
will go to someone else's site.) The purpose of the 
site is to provide a resource of information on 

meetings, newsletters, meeting minutes, directions to meet-
ings, links for Coast Guard and Coast Guard Academy infor-
mation and a place to see our cadets and the quality of their 
achievements. 

The web site is of particular interest to parents of Swabs and 
4th Class cadets and potential cadets, but all cadets and their 
families have found the site to be interesting regardless of 
their level of progress through the Academy.  If you have a 
cadet, or recent graduate, who has out of date information 
posted on the site or who you would like to have included, 
please send the information to the web master, Alan Blount, 
at alan@alanblount.com. 
Best regards—Alan Blount (Ensign Trevor Blount) 
P.S.  If you send your cadet’s photo to Alan, he will add it to 
our cadet page on the website.  — Karen Starr 

The United States Coast Guard Auxiliary is the volunteer unit of the United States Coast Guard.  Created by an act of Congress, the Auxiliary per-
forms the same missions as the regular Coast Guard with the exceptions of law enforcement and combat.  Our duties include surface patrols 
(safety, search and rescue, pollution, regatta), air patrols, vessel safety checks on boats, teaching safe boating classes, going to schools and 
speaking to children about safe swimming and safe boating, visiting marine dealers & others to disseminate information regarding safe boating 
regulations, pollution, boating classes, Homeland Security, recruiting students for the AIM program and the Coast Guard Academy, doing radio 
watch standing at the local Coast Guard stations, cooking for the crew at the Coast Guard stations and supporting the Coast Guard in any way we 
can.  Since 9-11 the Coast Guard and the Auxiliary have come under the newly formed Department of Homeland Security and due to 9-11 and 
world terrorism, we have been asked to perform more duties and get the word out to the general public so that they can assist us by becoming 
additional eyes and ears. 

To find out more about the Coast Guard Auxiliary, interested persons can go online to the Auxiliary website at www.cgaux.org and click on the 
Visitor's Deck, Flotilla Finder, and Boating Classes for more information.  If you are from the Chicago land area and wish information, you can 
contact me at (708) 758-8018.  You can also email me at RKAC16149@msn.com - be sure to specify “USCG Auxiliary” in the subject box so your 
email is not filtered out. 

I can provide phone numbers, contacts, and additional information or, if you are in my area, I can arrange to meet with you on an individual basis 
& begin the process for membership or let you know of times and locations of monthly meetings where you can meet with Auxiliarists and get to 
know what our organization is all about. 

Kathy Chappelle, Flotilla Commander 
 (Flotilla 095-01-01) 

Want to feed your cadet?  Just go to www.uscgaparents.org, click on 
“Members” and scroll down to Cadet Cakes or Ensign Edibles for more 
information.  As you can see, there’s a lot more great information available 
on this site. 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Please consider volunteering to be an All-Academy Ball representative if you live 
in the Chicagoland area.  The time commitment is minimal and the rewards are 
big for our cadets and their families.  Contact Karen Starr or Bob Murray if you 
are interested. 

Also, Chris Starr is looking for someone to take over fundraising responsibilities.  
It basically involves sending out a letter and occasional email to our chapter 
members and forwarding the fundraiser checks to the treasurer.  Remember, 
the fundraiser benefits all the cadets at the Academy by purchasing equipment 
and services for their needs. 


