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2010-11 Chapter Officers 
 

President 
Ann Corwell (Andrew ‘11) 

anncorwell@gmail.com 
 

Vice Presidents 
Bruce & Peg Talbot (Erin ‘13) 

brucertalbot@aol.com 
ptpeg@aol.com 

 

Secretary 
Donna O’Brien (Kevin ‘12) 

donna@windycitydiving.com 
 

Treasurer 
Deb Tatara (Mark ‘11) 

dtatara@wideopenwest.com 
 

Web Master 
Mike Nolan (Erin ‘12) 
mnolan@purdue.edu 

 

Newsletter Editor 
Jeff Dooley (LTJG James ‘08) 

jeffdatc@aol.com 
 

Fundraising 
Terry Anderson (Jessica ‘11) 

cgmom2011@gmail.com 
 

Ways and Means 
Lena Marie Fullmer (Austin '13) 

lenamariefullmer@msn.com 

President’s Message 
Dear Great Lakes CGA Parents: 

Spring always holds special 
meaning:  the coming of warm 
weather (Yes … It will come!); the 
blooms and blossoms of new life 
ready to grow and beautify our 
lives; the end of an Academy year; 
and the start of summer assign-
ments for our cadets. This is a time 
filled with great anticipation, ex-
citement and adventure. 

For about 20 Great Lakes 
CGA families, including mine, the 
real adventure just begins with our 
soon-to-be ensigns moving 
throughout our wonderful country 
to begin their duties in important 
humanitarian and live-saving ser-
vice. We are constantly reminded 
of the good works — essential 
responsibilities — of our Academy 
graduates with almost every news-
cast — local, state and national. 
The Coast Guard is on the job re-
porting about their service, helping 
individuals who face emergencies 
… and saving thousands of lives 
when disaster strikes. We should 
be so proud of their strong, selfless 
service. 

I always enjoy asking parents 
how their children (SWABs or 
cadets) decided the CGA was their 
place to be. What a variety of fas-
cinating responses. For Andrew 
Corwell, it was a decision made at 
age nine, when he announced, “I 
will attend the U.S. Coast Guard 
Academy.” Since this was the 
same child, who four years earlier, 
when asked what grade he was in 
said, “Oh, I’ve graduated.” “From 
grade school?” the astonished 
friend asked. “No,” Andrew said 
firmly, “From Harvard.”  

(Continued on page 3) 

Vice President’s Message 
The Great Lakes Parents As-
sociation Wants You!! 

Want to be part of a fun 
group that supports our cadets?  
Consider playing a role in the 
Great Lake Parents Association. 
We currently hold several picnics 
a year (see page 4), plan cadet 
gifts, and distribute news and in-
formation to parents and are look-
ing to expand our services! We are 
seeking caring parents for the po-
sitions of Vice President and 
Treasurer, and to serve on the 
Ways & Means committee. The 
actual functions of these important 
roles take minimal time. If you are 
interested, please send an email to 
ptpeg@aol.com prior to the June 
11 business meeting. 

 

GLPA Newsletter 
Spring 2011 Issue 
Published by the Great Lakes Chapter 
of the United States Coast Guard 
Academy Parents’ Association in  
August, January, and May. 

Something you’d like to see in 
the GLPA Newsletter? Send it 
in to jeffdatc@aol.com! Sub-
missions are always desired. I 

am the editor, but YOU are 
the reporters! 

UPCOMING DATES 
11 JUN 11:  Picnic for class of 
2015 swabs & families, and 
GLPA business, noon CDT at 
Michigan City, IN USCG Station 
(Michigan City is on CDT) 
18 JUN 11:  Meet & Greet for 
GLPA families at Milwaukee, WI 
USCG Station 
Early AUG:  GLPA Friends & 
Family Picnic (where/when TBD) 
27 JUN 11:                          R-day 
13 AUG 11:   
                   Summer training ends 
22 AUG 11:        Fall classes start 
14-16 OCT 11:   
                          Parent’s weekend 
9-15 DEC 11:            Final Exams 
16 DEC 11 – 2 JAN 12:   
                                 Winter Leave 
29 DEC 11:  All Academy Ball at 
Westin Hotel, Lombard, IL 

News Flash 
 

President Obama to deliver 
keynote address at USCGA 
Commencement on May 18 

(see page 12) 



The Mission 
“The Leadership 44 project is one of the most important and exciting projects ever under-
taken at the Academy. Beyond that, one of the most important aspects of the program is 
that it creates a fundamental building block for cadet leadership training, which will be util-
ized by every single cadet – 100% – for the next two decades.”  

Bob Hallock ’72 Chair, Procurement Committee 
 
Putting cadets under sail is the best way to teach our 
future maritime officers the ways of the sea and for them 
to acquire a love for its lore. Under sail, the future officer 
gains a greater appreciation and respect for the wind, 
waves, and tides.  
 
Sailing craft also provide cadets with a valuable leader-
ship experience – often their first experience at com-
mand and control at sea. A ship under sail tests the true 
character and mettle of a young officer and provides in-
valuable lessons on the importance of teamwork.  
 
The Coast Guard Academy’s fleet of coastal sail training 
craft, “the Luders,” are long past their prime and, if they 
are not soon replaced, the Academy will lose one of its 
most important platforms for leadership and character 
development.  
 
The Leadership 44 Campaign seeks to raise the funds needed to replace the aging Luders fleet, which has 
been used for the Coastal Sail Training Program (CSTP) for more than 40 years. The Leadership 44 
coastal sail training vessels  

• are the Superintendent’s top priority 

• are designed to be a floating leadership platform, providing Cadets a maritime experience that is 

difficult to recreate with large cutters 

• will be the primary platform for the 2/c Coastal Sail Training Program, which is considered by most 

cadets to be their seminal leadership experience while at the Academy 

• will provide all cadets with small craft command and control, navigation, and seamanship           

experiences 

• will be used as an extension of the cadet barracks, with each cadet Company having access to, 

and responsibility for, its own boat 

• will extend the waterfront season, providing Cadets more time underway 

• will allow for standardization of the off-shore sailing program 

• will showcase the Coast Guard Academy as one of the premier waterfront facilities in the country 
 
Partners 
 
U.S. Coast Guard Academy Alumni Association 
 
Coast Guard Foundation 
 
CGA Parents Association  

CGA LEADERSHIP 44 CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

Above information from www.cgaleadership44.org/mission.html (©2010 CGALeadership44.org) 
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While Harvard went by the 
wayside, Andrew did live his life 
focused on the Academy. His 
motto was, “I was born ready,” so 
it’s amazing that’s what the CG 
uses in its current advertising. 
Now, here we are, ready to gradu-
ate … and to commence a life of 
service. It’s pure joy. 

As I participated in Parent 
Association activities — local and 
national — I developed greater 
pride in this organization: A na-
tionally recognized academic insti-
tution (see articles in this newslet-
ter); the only U.S. service acad-
emy that admits cadets on merit 
alone; and the only life-saving 
military service. I learned so much 
about the CGA as a volunteer. I 
encourage each one of you to iden-
tify ways to volunteer with this 
wonderful organization. 
Website 

The national parent associa-
tion is working to coordinate and 
strengthen chapter websites, work-
ing in cooperation and harmony 
with regional chapters to make 
communication stronger, more 
effective and more user-friendly. 
I’m proud that our Great Lakes 
Chapter was recognized by the 
national organization for stepping 
forward to take the lead to incor-
porate changes and improvements. 
Please continue to watch the web-
site for the exciting developments. 
Special Thanks 

Our chapter would not exist 
without the volunteer assistance 
and enthusiasm of so many indi-
viduals. Thanks to the tremendous 
efforts of Vice Presidents Bruce 
and Peg Talbot, who have offered 
information about CG activities, 
helped with picnic coordination, 
worked on the website transforma-
tion and have coordinated the dis-
tribution of US flags to our gradu-
ating cadets. They also were lead-
ers for the IL All Academy Ball. 
We look forward to their leader-
ship as Chapter Presidents in the 
new chapter year. Deb Tatara, our 
Treasurer, has worked tirelessly to 

(President’s Message Continued from page 
1) 

provide reports, write checks, co-
ordinate picnic activities and be an 
all-round cheerleader. Thank you, 
Deb, and all best as Mark gradu-
ates and you move on to other 
endeavors. Donna O’Brien, our 
Secretary, keeps track of our meet-
ings, updates our roster (a huge 
job), and responds to many inquir-
ies that come in to the Chapter. 
She also schedules and handles 
logistics for our SWAB picnic. 
Lots of busy work very well han-
dled. Mike Nolan, our webmaster, 
has worked to maintain web com-
munication within our broad-based 
geographic area. Thank you, Mike, 
and all the best as you move for-
ward. Terry Anderson helped tre-
mendously with fundraising, par-
ticularly manning our Great Lakes 
booth at Parents’ Weekend. Thank 
you, Terri, as you also move for-
ward when Jessica graduates.  
Finally, very special thanks to 
Anne and Jeff Dooley, whose son, 
James, graduated in 2008. They 
stepped forward to set up and man 
a Great Lakes booth at R-Day last 
year and to assume responsibility 
for the newsletter in 2010-2011. 
Thank you, Anne and Jeff, for 
your dedication and continued 
active involvement. 
How Can You Get Involved? 

As we look to our new year 
which begins at our annual meet-
ing at the SWAB picnic, we also 
look to all of you — parents of our 
cadets — to step forward and offer 
your expertise, your ideas and a bit 
of time to help strengthen our 
Chapter and help it shine. We have 
opportunities on our leadership 
team: Vice President, Webmaster, 
Ways & Means, Treasurer and 
Newsletter. Won’t you consider 
inquiring about one of these posi-
tions and indicating your interest? 
Contact Bruce or Peg Talbot or 
Ann Corwell if you have questions 
or would like to be placed in 
nomination. In addition to leader-
ship positions, we encourage you 
to attend our summer picnics, get 
together with Great Lakes parents 
and cadets at Academy events, 
submit items about your cadet for 
the newsletters, and tell people 

you meet about the opportunities 
of CGA education and service. 
Remember, our SWAB picnic is 
Saturday, June 11, 12 noon CDT, 
at the Michigan City, IN USCG 
station (which is in the Central 
time zone). We have a bonus pic-
nic scheduled Saturday, June 18, 
at USCG Station Milwaukee. 
(Details in this newsletter.) 
A Final Note 

What a special opportunity 
and privilege it has been to serve 
as your president for two years. As 
the Academy years roll by, we all 
learn the meaning and importance 
of our parents’ slogan, “Semper 
Gumby” (Always flexible.) We 
roll with each change, appreciate 
the opportunities, and work effec-
tively with them. We’re busy peo-
ple in far-flung geographic areas. 
While we seldom see each other, 
don’t communicate often by email, 
and rarely run into each other at 
Academy activities, we all share a 
special bond knowing our children 
have grown to embrace a philoso-
phy of service to our country. 
When I went to a party in FL, 
mentioned Andrew’s graduation, 
and learned that, in the next room 
there was a 1945 CGA graduate, I 
was amazed and thrilled. I walked 
in and said, “Where’s the 
Coastie?” Immediately, a tanned 
man in his late 80’s beamed and 
stood up straight and proud. We 
spoke for 30 minutes. We started 
as strangers. We parted as friends. 
This is a connection, a bond, an 
eternal strength that brings us to-
gether. I’m proud of all of you, 
your cadets (and ensigns and 
higher) and the opportunity to 
know you. Thank you for that 
honor. 

 
Semper Paratus and Semper 
Gumby! 

 
Ann Corwell 

GLPA Spring 2011 Newsletter 
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GLPA Spring 2011 Newsletter 

Ready for Some Fun?? 

Swab Picnic and Official Business Meeting Scheduled for June 11 
 
It’s hard to believe that it’s almost time to wel-

come another group of new Coast Guard Academy 
Swabs!  The Great Lakes Parent Association Swab 
Picnic is scheduled for June 11 (12 noon CST) at 
USCG Station Michigan City, Indiana. 

 
This is our big event to welcome our incoming 

class of Swabs and parents from the Great Lakes 
area. Our new Swabs will have an opportunity to 
meet their new fellow Great Lakes shipmates and 
get advice from a current cadet before R-Day, and 
our experienced parents will offer important tips for 
making R-Day and Swab Summer a little easier on 
everyone. We will provide hamburgers, hot dogs, 
and serving ware and ask parents to bring one cold 
dish to share with everyone. We will also be hold-
ing our annual required business meeting at this 
event and strongly encourage all parents and cadets 
to attend to share your experiences with our new 
members. 

Station Milwaukee Meet & Greet June 18 
 

 We are also hosting a “Meet and Greet” at 
Station Milwaukee on June 18 at noon. Although 
we strongly encourage Swabs and parents to at-
tend the June 11 event, we also understand that 
sometimes there is a conflict with graduation par-
ties and travel issues. If you can not attend the 
New Swabs Picnic and Business Meeting at Sta-
tion Michigan City on June 11, we are going to 
offer an alternate date and location event at Sta-
tion Milwaukee (tentatively Saturday June 18, 
2011 at noon CDT). 
 
 We will provide a big pot of homemade 
chili and serving ware and ask parents to bring a 
salad or desert to share. We will recap the R-Day/
Swab Summer tips discussed at the June 11 
Swabs Picnic and will have a very special guest:  
LT. Leo Dombrowski, USCG (Ret.), Academy 
Class of 1950, will share his experiences at the 
academy from 1946-1950, sailing the Cutter Eagle 
right after it was seized from the Nazis, and his 
post-graduation service adventures. 
 

USCG Station Michigan City, IN 
 
 

Address: 
Coast Guard Station Michigan City 
10 On the Lake 
Michigan City, IN  46360-3272 
 

 

USCG Station Milwaukee, WI 
(We promise the snow will be gone!) 

 
 
 
 

Address: 
Coast Guard Station Milwaukee 
2420 South Lincoln Memorial Drive 
Milwaukee, WI 53207 
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The U.S. Coast Guard Academy was recog-
nized as one of the top institutions of higher 
learning by U.S. News & World Report, The 
Princeton Review and Forbes Magazine. 

The academy was ranked #1 in the Baccalau-
reate Colleges (North) category in the 2011 edi-
tion of U.S. News and World Report’s Best Col-
leges issue. According to the publication, the 
academy earned a perfect overall score of 100, 
highest among the more than 300 colleges 
ranked. 

The academy was also featured in The 
Princeton Review’s Best in the Northeast section 
on PrincetonReview.com and ranked highly in 
Forbes Magazine's America's Best Colleges 2010 
edition. 

The rankings provide one of the most thor-
ough examinations of how more than 1,400 ac-
credited four-year schools in the U.S. compare in 
a set of widely accepted indicators of excellence. 

 

 

Institutions are generally selected for excel-
lence in academic programs and by what students 
attending the schools reported about their campus 
experiences. 

"These rankings are important because they 
reflect the quality of our academic programs, fa-
cilities, faculty and staff,” said Academy Superin-
tendent Rear Admiral Scott Burhoe. “They allow 
us to better compete for an increasingly diverse 
pool of talented young men and women." 

Visit www.usnews.com/colleges for more in-
formation about U.S. News and World Report’s 
Best Colleges ranking 

Also recently, the US Coast Guard Academy 
was ranked 9th for helping women to succeed in 
science, technology, engineering and math 
(STEM) by Forbes Magazine. 

GLPA Spring 2011 Newsletter 

Jessica Anderson 
Schoolcraft, MI 

Daniel Cahill 
Hawthorn Hills, IL 

Robert Carsey 
Swartz Creek, MI 

Andrew Corwell 
Birmingham, MI 

Jonathan Duffett 
Grosse Lie, MI 

Caleb Fall 
Hudson, WI 

Colin Fall 
Mound, MN 

Paul Gracey 
Wheaton, IL 

Jared Hylander 
Eden Prairie, MN 

Jesse Karr 
Milan, MI 

Jonathan Lang 
Indianapolis, IN 

Allison Murray 
Bloomfield Hills, MI  

Trent Meyers 
Greenfield, IN 

Jason Mayes 
Highland, IL 

Melissa McCafferty 
Portland, MI 

Anna Moorman 
Dyer, IN 

Patrick Page 
Steger, IL 

Nicholas Sapiano 
Macomb, MI 

Mark Tatara 
Naperville, IL 

David Van Sickle 
Minnetonka, MN  

Congratulations to the 2011 Great Lakes CGA Graduates 

These outstanding new officers will all be presented U.S. flags flown over the CGC Eagle as a token of the Great 
Lakes Parents’ Association’s respect and appreciation for their hard work over the past four years. Bravo Zulu!! 

U.S. Coast Guard Academy Ranks Among 
the Top Colleges in the Country 
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Rear Admiral Burhoe admitted 
to considering the cancellation of a 
musical this year due to the reno-
vation of Leamy Auditorium.  
However, the directors and cadets 
were given a go and they came up 
with a great solution to the lack of 
a theater.  “I Love You, You’re 
Perfect, Now Change” was per-
formed in the Leamy Hall ball-
room February 24-27, 2011. The 
show, which played in New York 
City for over 10 years with a cast 
of 4, is made up of vignettes about 
dating, romance, marriage, and 
children. The US Coast Guard 
Academy directors, Dr. Robert Newton and 
CDR Jonathan Heller (ret), selected 10 cadets 
to perform the musical. 

For those who know of the musical, the 
USCGA version would have to be considered 
mostly G, occasionally PG-13.  The directors 
found creative ways to put more than 4 on the 
stage in some scenes and to use the entire 
cast for the opening, closing, and wedding 
scenes.  A strong, talented cast performed the 
2 act show with 9 out of 10 of the members 
also in the Cadet Glee Club. 

 

 

 

 

 

The musical opened on Thursday, Febru-
ary 24th for an all cadet audience.  Word 
spread of what a great show it was and Satur-
day night played to an overflowing crowd 
with many cadets arriving for the sold-out 
show. 

The cast included Great Lakes 4/C Kendra 
Smith from Lisle, IL.  Among many roles, 
Kendra was the bride in the show.  She 
“married” the one other fourth class member 
of the cast.  2/c Andrew Gavelek, currently 

from Maryland, has a Great 
Lakes connection — he attended 
Neuqua Valley High School in 
Naperville, IL for one year.  
Kendra and Andrew paired up in 
a scene which was in a “car” with 
their 2 kids.  The 4 actors mo-
tored around the ballroom using 
office chairs on wheels. 

 

GLPA Spring 2011 Newsletter 

Cadet Musical a Big Success 
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Great Lakes parents volunteered to staff a display 
booth at the “Strictly Sail Chicago Show” January 27-
30, 2011 at Chicago's famous Navy Pier. Cadet parents 
Sherri and Howard Bugyis (Stephanie ‘13), Pat and 
Howard Ludewig (Lexie ‘14), Carline and David 
Smith (Kendra ‘14), Peggy and Bruce Talbot (Erin 
‘13), and Debbie Tatara (Mark ‘11), joined Academy 
Admissions Partners CAPT Lawrence Levine, USCG 

(Ret), and USCG Auxiliary Enoch Clark-Bey to share 
staffing duties during the four day show. Parents dis-
tributed information on the Leadership 44 coastal sail-
boat replacement campaign fund to interested show 
attendees while Admissions Partners were on hand to 
talk with parents and prospective applicants about at-
tending USCGA. The show organizers donated the 
booth space for the display and the Alumni Associa-
tion donated the handout material and the large Lead-
ership 44 poster boards, while the Admissions office 
provided academy brochures and paid for the parents 
parking at Navy Pier. The event was such a success 
that the academy staff have committed to registering 
for the 2012 show next January to increase awareness 
of USCGA in the Midwest, a historically under repre-
sented geographic area. Have you made a contribution 
to the Leadership 44 fund? Learn more at:  http://
www.cgaleadership44.org. 

 
Bruce R. Talbot 

The Academy Regimental Band made a “tip o’ the 
hat” to New York City during the 250th annual St. Pat-
rick's Day Parade down historic 5th avenue. Great 
Lakes Cadets 4/C Kendra Smith from Lisle, IL and 3/C 
Erin Talbot from Bolingbrook, IL were able to make the 
trip and “lifted a joyful noise to the heavens” to honor 
Saint Patrick on March 17, 2011. The Coast Guard con-
tingent during the parade was led by the Coast Guard 
Pipe and Drum Corps which included 3/C Colleen Pat-
ton playing her bagpipe. The Coast Guard Silent Pre-
cession Drill Team followed the pipers with the Acad-
emy Regimental Band next in line. Sector New York 
Guardians covered the rear with a large uniformed 
marching group. The cadets traveled to New York in 
motor coaches and stayed over night at Sector New 
York berthing quarters. Saint Patrick himself must have 
been pleased as the weather for the parade was bright 
and sunny for the entire 5 hours. The cadets arrived 
back at the academy after 10:00 pm which made for a 
late study night to finish up homework for the next day, 
but the cadets said the late night was well worth the 
exciting trip to The Big Apple. You can see the cadets 
marching in the parade on You Tube at the following 
address:  http://youtu.be/KX1NFT5vL7k. 

 
Bruce R. Talbot  

GLPA Spring 2011 Newsletter 

Great Lakes Parents Support 
Leadership 44 Fund 

Great Lakes Cadets Put the 
“Rock” in Shamrock 

History was made on March 1, 2011 when Kristen 
Werner was appointed the USCG’s first female Chief 
Gunners’ Mate. Gunners’ Mates are experts on Coast 
Guard weapons systems, including weapons training, 
safety, ammunition and maintenance. Of the 695 gun-
ners’ mates in the Coast Guard, only 37 are female. 
Becoming a Chief Petty Officer is a huge milestone for 
any enlisted Coastie, as there are limited numbers of 
billets available. Many well-deserving Coasties wait 

years for an opening before they too can pin on the 
anchors; being the first female in her rating makes this 
honor doubly sweet for Chief Werner. Bravo Zulu, 
Chief! 

 
To read more about Chief Werner, go to http://

www.pressofatlanticcity.com/news/breaking/middle-
township-woman-can-handle-a-cannon-and-now-she/
article_0e3c3eee-4462-11e0-8a9a-001cc4c002e0.html 

A New Milestone for the U.S. Coast Guard 
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The Coast Guard Academy in New London, CT, 
hosts a myriad of varsity and club sports; however, 
only a few of those sports are directly applicable to the 
line of work performed by Coast Guard officers in the 
fleet. One of the few exceptions is the Coast Guard 
Academy Combat Arms Team, and on Feb. 26, 10 of 
the team’s members gathered in Springfield, MA, to 
participate in the 2011 International Defensive Pistol 
Association Winter Nationals. 

Six of the team members participated in the com-
petition as shooters, and the four remaining members 
served as safety observers and time and score keepers 
for the competition. 

The competition provided multiple courses of fire, 
including a scenario created by the Combat Arms 
Team to simulate a maritime environment. 

Mark Redl, an IDPA Master Shooter who partici-
pated in the competition, said, “On a scale of one to 
ten, the stages the Coast Guard built is about a nine 
and half to ten. The thought process and the difficulty 
they put in to the scenario is phenomenal. The entire 
crew of cadets and instructors are the nicest people to 
work with.” 

Lt. Cmdr. Ben Karpinski, a coach for the team, 
said by participating in these types of competitions, 
the cadets are introduced to a more realistic course of 
fire that directly translates to the job they'll perform 
when they leave the academy. 

“Our cadets are learning to shoot from positions 
of cover and to reload their firearm in a realistic sce-
nario,” Karpinski said. “It’s more realistic than quali-
fying on the basic marksmanship course with maga-
zines [of ammo] laid out on a table. This type of train-
ing and mindset prepares the cadets for boarding offi-
cer jobs.” 

While participation in the Combat Arms Team is 
voluntary, Coast Guard Fourth Class Cadet Jeff Potter 

said he doesn’t mind giving up his weekend to partici-
pate in the IDPA match. 

“This is the most real-life activity that transfers into 
the fleet,” Potter said. “I enjoy the Combat Arms Team. 
It’s a great group of guys to work with.” 

While he isn’t shooting in the match, Potter is 
working as a safety observer, and whether he realizes it 
or not, he’s learning and gaining skills from the interac-
tion with professional sponsored shooters during the 
match that will later transition to the training of other 
cadets and his future boarding team members. 

“They’re learning a lot of range safety skills, which 
they bring back to the academy and use in a whole host 
of environments, including getting other cadets quali-
fied,” Karpinski said. “These cadets become highly 
proficient in a training environment that mimics the real 
world.” 

In the State of the Coast Guard Address, Coast 
Guard Commandant Adm. Robert J. Papp Jr. stated his 
desire to move beyond the basic qualification standards 
of the service and focus on making servicemembers 
proficient in the skills they gain. 

“In many cases, the pace of change and operations 
has placed our focus on simply training to a level of 
basic qualification,” Papp said. “Being qualified, how-
ever, is only a first step. Qualification does not make 
you proficient.” 

Whether they’re shooting in a competitive shooting 
match or acting as safety observers, all of the members 
of the Coast Guard Academy Combat Arms Team are 
taking proactive steps to advance their shooting skills in 
order to become proficient shooters. By participating in 
shooting competitions such as the IDPA Winter Nation-
als, Coast Guard cadets are learning to take their gun 
range, safety and shooting skills to a level of profi-
ciency before they even enter the fleet. 

GLPA Spring 2011 Newsletter 

CGA Combat Arms Team Participates in Nationals 

Coast Guard Chief Warrant Officer Chad Barber 
demonstrates a shooting course. 

U.S. Coast Guard Fourth Class Cadet Trey Thunborg 
resets a moving target. 
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2/C Derek Balke (‘12) had a rewarding experi-
ence during Spring Break 2011. While other ca-
dets were sports training, at the beach or helping 
people in other countries, he saw a need in the 
US. Many people have still not been able to re-
occupy their homes after the flooding of Hurri-
cane Katrina. He traveled to the lower Ninth 
Ward in New Orleans and worked with the St. 
Bernard Project and Americorps to bring people 
closer to living in their own home. He also was 
able to fit in a trip to Air Station Houston 
(including a trip up in the Dolphin HH65) and 
USCG Galveston to get a better understanding of 
life after the Academy. He will be on the ice-
breaker USCGC Healy (WAGB-20) for his 1/C 
summer (what summer there will be in the Arctic 
region). They will do climate science with a 
group from NASA. It should be interesting if not 
warm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

————————————————- 
4/C Maren Balke (‘14) was at rowing team 
training (in DeLand, Florida) swimming with the 
manatees this summer and working hard in other 
ways. She even said she was a bit jealous of her 
brother and wished she was going to work with 
him in New Orleans.  

————————————————- 
1/C Andrew Corwell (‘11) will report to the 
USCGC Tahoma (WMEC-908) after graduation. 
The Tahoma is a 270’ Famous Class medium en-
durance cutter, homeported at the Portsmouth Na-
val Shipyard in Kittery, ME.  

————————————————- 
Jeff and Anne Dooley spent Christmas with 
their son LTJG James (‘08) and his wife LTJG 
Crystal Hudak (‘07) in Juneau, AK where 
James is assigned to Sector Juneau and Crystal to 
District 17. The Dooleys had a wonderful visit and 
although cold (but warmer than Chicago!), en-
joyed the natural beauty of the area. Anne and 
James went downhill skiing, Jeff and James went 
to the snow-covered shooting range, and all en-
joyed indoor mini-golf and good food. Below are 
Crystal, Anne, & James at Mendenhall Glacier. 

GLPA Spring 2011 Newsletter 

Cadet & Alumni News and Photos 
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4/C Judy Hooymans(’14) and 4/C Kendra 
Smith (’14) will start their summer assignments 
on the USCGC Rush (WHEC-723), probably in 
the Alaska area, followed by the second leg of the 
Eagle from London, England back to Boston via 
Reykjavik and Nova Scotia. 

————————————————- 

2/C Kent Hunt (’12) played water polo in the 
fall and was selected to be co-captain of the team 
next year as a Firstie. He competed in the NCAA 
National Pistol Championship at Ft. Benning, GA 
in March and won All-American honors in Free 
Pistol. He will be sailing on Eagle this summer. 

————————————————- 

ENS Timothy Mullen (‘10) is stationed in 
Alameda, CA on the USCGC Morgenthau 
(WHEC-722). Tim has qualified for Underway 
OOD, Inport OOD, Boarding Officer, and is cur-
rently breaking in as Landing Signals Officer. He 
has conducted over 15 boardings of vessels on an 
84 Day ALPAT (Alaskan Patrol). Tim and the 
crew of the Morgenthau returned mid-April after 
a three-month winter patrol in the Bering Sea 
where, in Feb. 2011, they rescued five fishermen 
in 20’ seas and 40 knot winds just moments be-
fore the fishing vessel ran aground. They also 
were the first cutter on scene in response to the 
distress call of the cruise ship, Carnival Splendor, 
off the coast of Southern California in Nov. 2010. 
The crew has a week of stand-down before they 
return to work in preparation for the next patrol. 

————————————————- 

4/C Bradley Pienta (‘14) is pleased to be as-
signed to Eagle first phase followed by USCGC 
Hollyhock (WLB-214) based in Port Huron, 
Michigan. On a wintry Saturday afternoon in No-

vember 2003, our family watched the Hollyhock 
first take station at its home berth. Little did we 
realize that some day he would have the opportu-
nity to serve aboard the Hollyhock! 

After his two assignments are complete (and as-
suming they go as scheduled), Brad is planning a 
boat trip with his brother and one of his high 
school friends. They will be taking a 15’ Boston 
Whaler through the Inland Waterway at the top of 
the lower peninsula of Michigan and then continue 
south through Lake Huron and the St Clair River 
to Algonac Michigan. The whole trip will cover 
~250 miles. 

Brad got this idea after reading a book by another 
boater who traversed the Great Loop of the eastern 
United States in a similar Whaler. If the weather 
cooperates, they hope to make the trip in five or 
six days. Upon their return, we look forward to 
some family time on Lake Huron and Lake St. 
Clair before Brad heads back to the Academy to 
begin his 3/C year. Brad is also a member of the 
Cross Country and Track teams. 

————————————————- 

3/C Erin Talbot (’13) and the CGA Triathlon 
club traveled to Tuscaloosa, AL on April 9, 2011 
to participate in the U.S. National Collegiate Tri-
athlon Championship. Talbot dropped 10 minutes 
off her best time to finish 45th out of 400 women! 
The mens’ team, consisting of Jonas Miller (time 
2:23), Patrick O'Donnell (2:23), Charles Lortz 
(2:44), Ian King (2:14), and David Endean (did not 
finish-flat tire) finished 48th out of 80 teams. 
There was no womens’ team as Talbot was the 
only female cadet to make the nationals. The tri-
athlon consists of a 1.5 km open water river swim, 
a 40 km street bike race, and a 10 km run. 
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1/C Mark Tatara (’11) will report to the 
USCGC Confidence (WMEC-619) after gradua-
tion. The Confidence is a 210’ Reliance Class 
medium endurance cutter, homeported in Port 
Canaveral, FL. His first billet is as a Deck Watch 
Officer. 

————————————————- 

LT Christiane D. (Grant) Weber (‘04) 
(M.S. from U of Texas), married Eric J. Weber 
on October 23, 2010. Eric is a Coast Guard vet-
eran who was a crewman on the USCGC Eagle 
for 4 years and is a graduate of the California 
Maritime Academy. Chris, who sailed on the Ea-
gle every summer as a cadet, and Eric are both 
excellent sailors! Christiane is a civil engineer 
currently stationed at the Oakland, California, 
Civil Engineering Unit. She will be stationed at 
the Seattle Civil Engineering Unit beginning this 
summer. Christiane works on all types of Coast 
Guard construction projects in the West. She en-
courages cadets to pursue engineering, because it 
is in demand and is an exciting and challenging 
field with good potential for advancement. The 
below photo of Chris and Eric was taken on a 
recent scuba-diving trip.  

————————————————- 
1/C Jessica Anderson (’11), a Marine & Envi-
ronmental Science major from Schoolcraft, MI 
will report to Sector Miami after graduation. An-
derson and her volleyball team upset Springfield 
to win the NEWMAC Championship and ad-
vance to NCAA play. She set the single season 
and all-time dig record at the CGA, and became 
the 2nd CGA player to be named to the ESPN 
Academic All-America College Division Volley-
ball team. She was named to the NEWMAC Aca-
demic All-conference team and was selected to 
the NEWVA All-New England senior team. 

Snow Day at the Academy! 

It is a rare day the Coast Guard Academy closes 
because of weather — one of those rare days was 
January 12, 2011. A massive winter storm that hit 
the Great Lakes area with heavy snow and high 
winds moved east and struck the New London area 
dropping as much as 3 inches of snow per hour on 
the evening of January 11. When it was all over, 
the snow fall measured nearly two feet deep so 
academy officials declared a snow day closing of 
the school. Everyone pitched in to remove snow 
from the walkways as staff cleared the roadways.  

Maybe it was the emergency “carry on” for the 
day, or maybe it was planned by the Swabs as the 
first snowflakes fell, but a massive snowball fight 
broke out on the grounds between the Wardroom 
and Chase Hall. 

After a truce was negotiated, cadets hastily con-
structed a toboggan run with a launch ramp made 
of snow for a little “air time” at the end of the run, 
and snowmen popped up along the grounds. Eve-
ryone agreed, college snow days can be just as 
much fun as grammar-school snow days — just 
with more comfortable snowsuits.  

GLPA Spring 2011 Newsletter 
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President scheduled to speak at CGA’s 130th commencement 

NEW LONDON, Conn. – President Barack Obama is scheduled to deliver the keynote 
address during the U.S. Coast Guard Academy’s 130th Commencement Exercises on 
May 18. 

The commencement is scheduled to begin at 11 a.m. on Cadet Memorial Field and atten-
dance is by invitation only. 

“Every commencement is a special occasion, but it is a particularly momentous event 
when the Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces presents the commissions to the 
Coast Guard’s newest Ensigns,” said Coast Guard Academy Superintendent Rear Adm. 
Scott Burhoe, adding, “It’s a great opportunity to showcase the Coast Guard Academy 
and the city of New London.” 

Presidents traditionally address the graduating class at one of the federal service acad-
emies on a rotating basis. President Obama addressed the U.S. Military Academy Class 
of 2010 at West Point last year. 

Inclement weather plans call for the graduation to be held in the Leamy Hall Auditorium, 
where seating will be limited. 

 

Developing Leaders of Character since 1876.  
The United States Coast Guard -- Proud History. Powerful Future. 

Media Advisory 

Coast Guard Academy 
U.S. Coast Guard 

Date: March 29, 2011 
Contact: CGA Public Affairs 
(860) 444-8270 
(860) 857-5544 
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Coast Guard News & Newsletter Links  

♦ Coast Guard Visual Imagery Database, your link to Coast Guard video, photos, art, graphics, and 
audio:  http://cgvi.uscg.mil/media/main.php 

♦ Proceedings:  http://www.usni.org/magazines/proceedings/archive/index.asp 
♦ Coast Guard Magazine:  http://www.uscg.mil/magazine/ 
♦ The Reservist:  http://www.uscg.mil/reservist/ 
♦ Seapower Magazine:  http://www.navyleague.org/sea_power/ 
♦ Coast Guard News Channel:  http://www.coastguardchannel.com/index.shtml 
♦ Navy Times:  http://www.navytimes.com/ 
♦ Office of Auxiliary and Boating Safety:  www.USCGboating.org 
♦ CG Auxiliary's official e-magazine "SITREP":  http://www.teamcoastguard.org 
♦ Maritime Safety:  http://homeport.uscg.mil 

 
Basic Military Information 

♦ Military Ranks – Military ranks & insignia:  http://www.defenselink.mil/specials/insignias/
officers.html 

♦ Military Pay Scales:  http://www.dod.mil/dfas/ 
♦ USO Web Site – A key resource for all military personnel:  http://www.uso.org/ 
♦ Cutters & Aircraft of the Coast Guard:  http://www.uscg.mil/datasheet/ 
♦ Coast Guard awards and medals:  http://kepler.egr.duke.edu/USCGRibbons.html 
♦ The Service Academies:  http://www.defenselink.mil/faq/pis/20.html 
♦ Washington Post military index:  http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/politics/govt/fedguide/

military.htm 
♦ Military School:  http://www.military-school.org/ 
♦ Military schools throughout the U.S.:  http://www.military-net.com/ 

 
Official (mostly) Coast Guard Links  

♦ US Coast Guard Academy – "THE" home page:  http://www.uscga.edu/ 
♦ US Coast Guard Academy Alumni Association:  http://www.cgaalumni.org/ 
♦ Academy Coast Guard Exchange System – Shopping!:  http://www.shopcoastguard.com/  (There 

are also LOTS of CG items on E-bay — check it out!) 
♦ Critical Academy Dates:  http://www.uscga.edu/calendar.aspx 
♦ USCG Auxiliary – National home page for the Auxiliary:  http://www.cgaux.org/ 
♦ DOD Installations:  http://www.defenselink.mil/faq/pis/sites.html 
♦ "Semper Paratus", the official Coast Guard song:  http://www.uscgaparents.org/links/semper.htm 
♦ History of Coast Guard Day:  http://www.defenselink.mil/afd/military/coastgrd.html 
♦ U.S. Coast Guard – Home page of the "World's Premier Maritime Service":  http://www.uscg.mil/ 
♦ CG Work-Life Program:  http://www.uscg.mil/hq/hsc/worklife/ 
♦ Coast Guard Wives:  http://www.coastguardwives.com/ 
♦ Coast Guard units:  http://www.uscg.mil/top/units/ 
♦ Chief Warrant Officer Association:  www.cwoauscg.org 
♦ Chief Petty Officer Association:  http://www.uscgcpoa.org/ 
♦ The Foundation for Coast Guard History:  www.fcgh.org/ 

 
Unofficial (but good) Coast Guard Links  

♦ CoastieChicks.net – Support for CG Spouses:  http://coastiechicks.net/ 
♦ USCGA Girlfriend and Boyfriend Support Group:  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/

USCGAGIRLSANDBOYS/ 
♦ Fred's Place – Dedicated to U.S. Coast Guard Active Duty, Retired, Reserve, Auxiliary, "All Those 

Who Served", Coast Guard SPARs, and past or present civilian co-workers:  http://
www.fredsplace.org/ 

♦ Coast Guard Foundation:  http://www.coastguardfoundation.org 
♦ Title 14, United States Code:  http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/14/ 
♦ Federal Agencies – a pretty complete listing:  http://www.lib.lsu.edu/gov/index.html 
♦ Naval and Maritime Links:  http://vlnavmar.usnaweb.org/ 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Useful Links (continued) 
 
Other Military Academy Parent Associations  

♦ USNA Parents Network:  http://www.usna.org/ 
♦ West Point Parents Net:  http://www.west-point.org/ 
♦ USAFA Parents Clubs:  http://www.usafa.af.mil/superintendent/development/parentsclubs.asp 
♦ USMMA Parents Association:  http://www.usmma.edu/parents/Default.htm 
♦ NAPS Parents Page:  http://www.usna.com/NAPS/ 

 
Fun Coast Guard Links  

♦ Ken Laesser's Coast Guard History Page:  http://www.laesser.org/ 
♦ Kids Corner – Coloring books, fun, games & links to kid's sites:  http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-m/nmc/

mail.htm 
♦ Trivia quiz:  http://www.funtrivia.com/trivia-quiz/World/A-year-at-the-US-Coast-Guard-Academy-

173127.html 

GLPA Spring 2011 Newsletter 

The USCG Auxiliary is the volunteer unit of the USCG. It 
performs the same missions as the regular Coast Guard 
(except law enforcement and combat). Our duties include 
surface patrols (safety, search & rescue, pollution, re-
gatta); air patrols; vessel safety checks on boats; teaching 
safe boating classes; speaking to children about safe 
swimming & safe boating; visiting marine dealers & others 

to spread information about boating regulations; pollution; Homeland Security; recruiting students for 
the AIM program and the Coast Guard Academy; radio watch standing at USCG stations; cooking for 
the crew at USCG stations; and supporting the USCG in any way we can. Since 9-11 the USCG and the 
Auxiliary have come under the Department of Homeland Security and we have been asked to perform 
more duties and get the word out to the general public so that they can assist us by becoming extra 
eyes and ears. Go to www.cgaux.org for more info. 

Want to feed your cadet? Just go to www.uscgaparents.org, click on “Members” 
and scroll down to Cadet Cakes or Ensign Edibles for more information. As you can 

see, there’s a lot of great information available on this site. 

Mission Statement of the Great Lakes 
Chapter of the U.S. Coast Guard 
Academy Parents’ Association 

The Association is a non-profit organization 
which exists for the sole purpose of support-
ing the U.S. Coast Guard Academy and its 
Corps of Cadets. It seeks: 

• to expand public understanding and appre-
ciation of the Academy 

• to encourage well-qualified young men and 
women to apply for appointments as ca-
dets 

• to promote communication between par-
ents, cadets, and the Academy admini-
stration 

• and to make known to its membership the 
opportunities for participating in Academy 
and support projects offered by the U.S. 
Coast Guard Academy Alumni Association 
and the Coast Guard Auxiliary. 

A Site to Remember… 
 
The Great Lakes Parents’ Association web-
site is located on the CGA Parents’ Associa-
tion website at http://www.cgaalumni.org/
s/1043/index.aspx?
sid=1043&gid=1&pgid=1293. The purpose of 
the site is to provide a resource of informa-
tion on meetings, newsletters, meeting min-
utes, directions to meetings, links for Coast 
Guard and Coast Guard Academy informa-
tion and a place to see our cadets and the 
quality of their achievements. The web site is 
of particular interest to parents of Swabs and 
4th Class cadets and potential cadets, but all 
cadets and their families have found the site 
to be interesting regardless of their level of 
progress through the Academy. 


