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From the Presidents 
As the Cutter HEALY breaks 

ice for a Russian fuel tanker in the 
Bering Sea to accomplish the first 
ever mid-winter fuel delivery to 
Nome, Alaska, I was reflecting on 
how we all have to adapt to 
change, especially in regards to the 
Coast Guard.  The Coast Guard 
had two heavy ice breakers, the 
cutters NORTH STAR and PO-
LAR STAR, and the medium ice 
breaking scientific cutter HEALY.  
Now the HEALY is the only ice 
breaker in service and has had to 
adapt to its new role taking up the 
duties of two heavy ice breakers. 

This can be an important 
lesson for us as parents of Coast 
Guard cadets – we need to be able 
to take on additional roles to sup-
port our cadets at the academy.  
One good example is Paul Duddy 
who has volunteered to take pho-
tographs at the academy when 
Coast Guard Public Affairs is not 
available.  He is the most prolific 
poster of cadet pictures on the 
parent’s association web site! 

So what can we do here in 
the Great Lakes area?  First and 
foremost, we can support the ca-
dets at the academy by joining the 
parents association and related 
organizations, including the Coast 
Guard Academy Alumni Associa-
tion and Coast Guard Foundation.  
These organizations do so much 
for our cadets!  Everyone knows 
about the Leadership 44 coastal 
sailing boats, but there is so much 
more — a new Chrysler mini-van 
for cadet transportation needs, 
funding of cadet clubs, even the 
basics such as internet access.  
Take a moment and check if your 
memberships in the parents asso-

(Continued on page 4) 

Graduation is just around 
the corner! 

Some of the parents of the 
class of 2012 are thinking “what’s 
he talking about, it’s not until May 
16!” A lot of the parents of the 
classes of 2013-15 read the title 
and moved on to other articles. 
But it’s never too early to start 
your planning. And for 2012, this 
is the right time to start kicking the 
planning into high gear (if you 
haven’t already done so). 

Graduation from one of the 
Service Academies is very differ-
ent than from a civilian college (as 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Winter 2011-12 Issue 
Published by the Great Lakes Chapter 
of the United States Coast Guard 
Academy Parents’ Association in  
August, January, and May. 

Something you’d like to see in 
the GLPA Newsletter? Send it 
in to jeffdatc@aol.com! Sub-
missions are always desired. I 

am the editor, but YOU are 
the reporters! 

UPCOMING DATES 
26-29 January 12:     Strictly Sail 
Chicago Booth 596, Navy Pier 
25 February:         Parents’ Asso-
ciation Meeting at CGA 
1 March 12:              Billet Night 
3-11 Mar 12:          Spring Leave 
28 April – 4 May 12:  
                                 Final Exams 
16 May 12:                 Graduation 
3 June 12:         New parent/cadet 
welcome, Sector Milwaukee, WI. 
9 June 12:  Swab Picnic to prep 
class of 2016 swabs & families, 
CG Station Michigan City, IN. 
23 June 12:       R-Day Weekend. 
21 July 12:   CG Foundation Pic-
nic/Cruise aboard CGC Macki-
naw, at Navy Pier, Chicago. 
4 August 12:   Coast Guard Festi-
val in Grand Haven, MI 
26 August 12:  GLPA Friends & 
Family Picnic for sharing our 
cadets’ summer activities, fellow-
ship, & GLPA business, CG Sta-
tion Calumet Harbor, Chicago. 



The Mission 
“The Leadership 44 project is one of the most important and exciting projects ever under-
taken at the Academy. Beyond that, one of the most important aspects of the program is 
that it creates a fundamental building block for cadet leadership training, which will be util-
ized by every single cadet – 100% – for the next two decades.”  

Bob Hallock ’72 Chair, Procurement Committee 
 
Putting cadets under sail is the best way to teach our 
future maritime officers the ways of the sea and for them 
to acquire a love for its lore. Under sail, the future officer 
gains a greater appreciation and respect for the wind, 
waves, and tides.  
 
Sailing craft also provide cadets with a valuable leader-
ship experience – often their first experience at com-
mand and control at sea. A ship under sail tests the true 
character and mettle of a young officer and provides in-
valuable lessons on the importance of teamwork.  
 
The Coast Guard Academy’s fleet of coastal sail training 
craft, “the Luders,” are long past their prime and, if they 
are not soon replaced, the Academy will lose one of its 
most important platforms for leadership and character 
development.  
 
The Leadership 44 Campaign seeks to raise the funds needed to replace the aging Luders fleet, which has 
been used for the Coastal Sail Training Program (CSTP) for more than 40 years. The Leadership 44 
coastal sail training vessels  

• are the Superintendent’s top priority 

• are designed to be a floating leadership platform, providing Cadets a maritime experience that is 

difficult to recreate with large cutters 

• will be the primary platform for the 2/c Coastal Sail Training Program, which is considered by most 

cadets to be their seminal leadership experience while at the Academy 

• will provide all cadets with small craft command and control, navigation, and seamanship           

experiences 

• will be used as an extension of the cadet barracks, with each cadet Company having access to, 

and responsibility for, its own boat 

• will extend the waterfront season, providing Cadets more time underway 

• will allow for standardization of the off-shore sailing program 

• will showcase the Coast Guard Academy as one of the premier waterfront facilities in the country 
 
Partners 
 
U.S. Coast Guard Academy Alumni Association 
 
Coast Guard Foundation 
 
CGA Parents Association  

CGA LEADERSHIP 44 CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

Above information from www.cgaleadership44.org/mission.html (©2010 CGALeadership44.org) 
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a parent I’ve experienced both). 
The CGA graduation is NOT just a 
day, it’s 5 days of activities, and 
you don’t want to miss it. You’ll 
be remembering it for many years 
to come. There is an excellent (and 
longer) list of tips at 
www.uscgaparents.org/
gradweektips.html.  Here, I’m 
going to share the things that I 
think made the week special for us 
in 2008. My comments will be in 
chronological order. 

First, as soon as you get the 
mailed packet from the Academy, 
open and go thru it. Make sure you 
know the procedure for ordering 
tickets for various events, and do 
so ASAP. Some things your Firstie 
will have to take care of for you; 
make sure they do it. Otherwise, 
you may end up missing out be-
cause all the tickets sold out. Also, 
there will probably be info about 
ordering challenge coins from the 
Alumni Association. One will be 
presented your cadet at graduation, 
but additional are available for 
sale ahead of time, which make 
great gifts for family, friends, 
teachers, etc. I ordered some, then 
picked them up on Monday or 
Tuesday of graduation week. 
Saturday: 

Arrive in town, check into 
your accommodations. This should 
be no later than Saturday after-
noon; Friday wouldn’t be too 
early. If you are close enough to 
drive, I highly recommend you do 
so as you’ll need a car (or two?) 
during the week. There are a lot of 
options and suggestions for where 
to stay. MY recommendation is to 
rent a cottage at Hawk’s Nest 
Beach (www.hawksnestbeach. 
com). A parent from 2007 told us 
about it, and it was wonderful. 
This is a small community of 
beach-front summer rental cot-
tages, at a very reasonable driving 
distance from the Academy. Their 
season doesn’t really start until 
closer to Memorial Day, but 
they’ve been taking reservations 
for CGA families at graduation for 
years. During graduation week, 
almost every cottage is flying a 

(Continued from Graduation, page 1) CG flag or one of the graduation 
banners available thru the Parent’s 
Association. If you plan ahead 
with the families of your Firstie’s 
buddies, you can get cottages near 
each other. They start taking reser-
vations in February; make them as 
early as you can. Although 
Hawk’s Nest will arrange linen 
service for you (at an extra cost, of 
course), it’s a good idea to bring 
extra blankets or sleeping bags 
(which we used like comforters). 
The cottages are not heated, BUT 
they do have a nice fireplace and 
you can buy firewood at the little 
general store they have. We drove 
from Illinois with both of our vehi-
cles, and brought sleeping bags, 
folding-chair-in-a-bags, crate for 
our dog, etc. You won’t need any-
thing for the kitchen except food 
and beverages; it’s as nice or nicer 
than ours at home. If you like to 
cook out, bring a grill with you 
unless you’ve checked with the 
guy who rents out grills at Hawk’s 
Nest ahead of time; he wasn’t 
ready for the season yet when we 
got there in 2008, so we ended up 
buying a cheap charcoal grill at the 
A & P. 

Saturday evening is the 
Moonlight Cruise, tickets required. 
In the words of Nike, Just Do It! 
We had a great time. 
Sunday: 

Morning Baccalaureate Ser-
vice at the Chapel (or go to service 
at the church in town your Firstie’s 
been attending). 

Lunch is the class picnic, 
tickets also required. Bring your 
chair-in-a-bags or blankets to sit 
on. We really enjoyed it. 

Early evening is the last Sun-
set Colors Parade for your cadet. 
We (well, okay, I admit it was 
really mainly me) got a little teary-
eyed remembering their first pa-
rade on that field on R-Day. 
Monday: 

In the morning, there’s a golf 
tournament for those so inclined. 
Advance reservations are needed, 
and it can get crowded so reserve 
early. For those not inclined to 
golf, various classrooms, labs, and 

other facilities are open. 
In the evening is the formal 

dinner and ball. Those who went 
had a good time. An alternative is 
a cookout at the beach, or a relax-
ing evening of board games and 
jigsaw puzzles around the fire in 
the cottage. 
Tuesday: 

In the morning is the last 
Parade to honor the awards recipi-
ents, and the various chapters of 
the Parents’ Association will have 
tables with all kinds of souvenirs 
to help you remember the day. The 
lunch in the wardroom (tickets 
needed) was quite nice. I barely 
managed to restrain myself from 
diving into the chocolate fountain. 
The evening is a great time to get 
together with friends and family. 
One of James’ former roommates 
and his family and friends were 
gathering at an Irish pub in Mys-
tic, and we had a wonderful time. 
Wednesday: 

This is the big day!!! The 
speaker will determine the level of 
security (and how long it will 
take!). The President was the 
speaker in 2011, so will probably 
be at another service academy this 
year and the CGA will most likely 
have the Vice President (that’s 
who we had in 2008), the Secre-
tary of Homeland Security, or the 
Commandant of the Coast Guard 
(he’ll almost certainly be there 
regardless of who the speaker is). 

Assume everyone will have 
to go thru security screening, and 
plan to get there early AND BE 
PATIENT. Remember to bring 
everyone’s IDs. We got there as 
early as we could (right when the 
base opened at 7:30), and were 
rewarded by being able to park on 
campus (very helpful afterward 
when our cadet had a final load of 
things from Chase Hall). If you get 
there later, you will be parking at 
Conn College and taking the shut-
tle bus (or walking). We brought a 
boat bag w/ cushions, sun screen, 
some light rain gear (just in case!), 
and books. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Dress for the weather, and for an outdoor activ-
ity; don’t be “skuzzy”, but also don’t overdress. I wore 
a sport coat with an open button-down collar shirt, and 
it felt like the right level for me. You do want some-
thing covering your arms, as the sun may be beating 
directly down on you through just about the entire 
ceremony. There are separate sections (with fans) 
available on field level for the elderly and those with 
mobility issues; I suggest you use them, as it may be 
hot in the bleachers (the EMTs had to respond to sev-
eral people). The Academy provided bottled water, 
and also had little samples of sun screen for those who 
forgot. Another big item is a hat, or you’ll fry. While 
you can shade yourself with an umbrella while you’re 
reading and waiting for the ceremony to begin, for the 
sake of those around/behind you, you really should put 
it down during the ceremony. 

One thing you may not hear about ahead of time 
is the opportunity to present the cadet with his/her 
commission. The typical procedure is for the cadets to 
line up (like any graduation), then as they approach the 
stage someone from the Alumni Association presents 
them a challenge coin (as mentioned above). They 
climb on stage, and the Commandant of the CGA pre-
sents the diploma, shakes their hand, and they smile 
for the photographer. Then the cadet proceeds across 
the stage, shaking hands with the Commandant of the 
CG, the Secretary of Homeland Security, and the 
speaker, who also presents the cadet his/her commis-
sion (then they smile for another photographer). BUT 
if dad, mom, granddad, grandmom, brother, sister, etc. 
were/are in the service, they can be up front and, after 
the speaker shakes the cadet’s hand, they then present 
the commission and shake his/her hand (or gives them 
a hug). The cadet needs to identify that person ahead 
of time, and they’ll be seated in a special area near the 
stage. 

After the ceremony ends, meet your cadet at an 
agreed upon location (or use cell phones – just make 
sure it’s off for the ceremony!). It will be a little like 
the end of R-Day. After the ceremony, the cadets go 
over to the tables where their new covers and shoulder 
boards are. James brought them over to us, then Anne 
and I put his shoulder boards on. We have a nice pic-
ture of that, and it still makes me choke up a little. 

Your cadet may have some final items to clear 
out of Chase Hall. Be patient when you leave campus, 
as there may be quite a bit of traffic still. I strongly 
suggest you plan to stay in town that night, so you can 
go out for a nice dinner, have a bonfire on the beach, 
or some other way to unwind from a busy week rather 
than rushing off to catch a flight or getting on the road. 
That will just enhance the memories you’ll always 
have of a very special day for you, your cadet, and 
your family. 

Semper P! 
Jeff Dooley (James ‘08) 
Newsletter Editor 

(Continued from Graduation, page 3) 
ciation, the alumni association and the foundation are 
current, and please consider an additional donation. 

Second, the Great Lakes Chapter, like the Cutter 
HEALY, has a huge territory to cover!  Recently, the 
Admiral Nelson Chapter which had covered eastern 
Ohio, western Pennsylvania and Kentucky has been 
reactivated.  After discussions with the new Nelson 
Chapter parents, it was agreed to transfer western Ohio 
from the Great Lakes Chapter to Chapter Nelson.  The 
remaining seven states each need a parent representa-
tive to facilitate activities and communication locally.  
If you are able to volunteer as a state representative, 
please email me at BruceRTalbot@aol.com. 

Third, just like the HEALY needs “all hands on 
deck”, the Great Lakes Chapter needs your participa-
tion.  There should be a new Swab Parent Picnic in 
every one of our seven states so parents are not faced 
with possibly driving 5 hours or more to attend the 
event.  In the winter, our Chapter has 6 All Academy 
Balls across the seven states however, this year several 
of the ball hosts related they had no Coast Guard Acad-
emy parent participation.  Our new web page at cgaa-
lumni.org/chapters and our Facebook page is a great 
way to stay connected but only 44 of our members have 
registered at divegreat@sbcglobal.net with Donna 
O’Brian to keep Great Lakes Chapter news flowing.  
Please mark your calendar with these upcoming parent 
events: 

• January 26-29 Strictly Sail Chicago at Booth 
596 at Navy Pier 

• February 25 Parents Association meeting at 
USCGA 

• June 3 New parent/cadet welcome picnic at 
Sector Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

• June 9 Swab Picnic/annual chapter business 
meeting at Station Michigan City, Indiana 

• June 23 R-Day Weekend at New London, CT 
• July 21 Cutter MACKINAW picnic cruise 

with Coast Guard Foundation at Chicago’s 
Navy Pier 

• August 4 Coast Guard Festival at American 
Legion Hall, Grand Haven Michigan 

• August 26 Parent Picnic at Station Calumet 
Harbor, Chicago, Illinois. 

• October 6 Parents Weekend at USCGA New 
London, CT 

• December All Academy Ball (check the date 
of the ball closest to you on our web site). 

Hope to see you at our next event! 
 
Bruce & Peggy Talbot (Erin ‘13) 
GLPA Presidents 

(Continued from Presidents, page 1) 
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From the Treasurer 
As Bruce discussed in his letter on page 1, 

the CGA Parents’ Association raises funds to pro-
vide many items for the cadets to enhance both 
their learning experiences and their morale. One 
example is the Leadership 44 Campaign, a part-
nership between the Alumni Association, Parents’ 
Association, and Coast Guard Foundation (see 
page 2), which has been doing very well. The 
Leadership 44 website shows the current status 
only $250,000 short of the full goal of $6 million. 
That should be enough to fund 7 boats; just a lit-
tle more to go for the 8th boat so there will be one 
for each company! If you can help just a little 
more, your donation could be the one that puts 
them over the top! 

In the meantime, the 44s have begun arriv-
ing. Two have been seen under sail on the 
Thames. If you’d like to see a video, go to 
www.cgaalumni.org/?
sid=1043&gid=1&pgid=252&cid=3330&ecid=33
30&crid=0&calpgid=1090&calcid=2807. The 
pictures to the right are of the Arctic Tern, pur-
chased by the Parents’ Association, which has 
been christened and has been underway. Also 
shown is the new liberty van purchased by the 
Parents’ Association, which was on display by 
Leamy during Parents’ Weekend.  

Another piece of news from the Parents’ As-
sociation is that GLPA members Scott and Mi-
chelle Sutschek were elected as members at large 
for the national chapter. 

Carlene Smith (Kendra ‘14) 
GLPA Treasurer 
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Gumby Goes into Dry Dock! 
After years of service, important Coast Guard assets have 
to go into dry dock for extensive repairs. So does our be-
loved Semper Gumby. 
For those who may not know, Semper Gumby is a semi-
Latin (i.e. made up) term for “Always Flexible”. The 
GLPA uses the term and our pictured mascot to remind us 
that our cadet’s plans can change on a moment’s notice. 
After the “Passing of the Semper Gumby” ceremony at 
Station Michigan City Indiana during the Chapter Change 
of Command, Headquarters sent a directive for Semper 
Gumby to report to the tailor for refurbishment and refit-
ting. The years had not been kind to Semper Gumby. In-

spection found that his keel had been laid wide open exposing his orlop deck! In addition, headquarters had or-
dered dark Navy ODU’s which was a good thing because Semper Gumby’s grays were in disorder. It is with great 
pride that we present the newly stitched-up and uniformed Semper Gumby! 
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3/c Lexie Ludewig and mom Pat 
Ludewig at Parent Weekend regi-
mental review. 

The Glee Club performs, includ-
ing Great Lakes cadets: 
 
1/c Caroline Gilmore 
1/c Dan Mishler 
2/c Sam Ruby 
3/c Brandy Lowary 
3/c Kendra Smith 
4/c Victoria Gurtler 
4/c Matt Waszkiewicz 
 
7 out of ~40 – pretty good per-
centage! 

Photos from the 14-16 October 2011 Parents Weekend 

The Windjammers perform, including Great Lakes cadets 3/c Brandy Lowary (flags), 3/c Kendra Smith 
(percussion), and 4/c Justin Sherman (brass) 
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The Westin Lombard Yorktown Center was the 
setting for the 28th Annual Illinois All Academy Ball 
on December 29, 2011.  A scheduling issue at the 
Westin moved our event from their large ballroom to a 
smaller room but the Westin made up for it with en-
hancements to the dinner menu, a snack table during 
the dancing, and beautiful decorations. 

We were entertained throughout dinner by the 
Air National Guard Band of the Midwest, aka the 
566th Air Force Band from Peoria, IL.  The Brothers 
of Blues provided D.J. services on the dance floor.  
Photos were available from a professional photogra-
pher (check out their portraits and candid shots at 
www.AsTimeGoesByPhotography.com).  A fun photo 
op in a photo booth was provided by Shutter Box. 

3/c Lena Ludewig from Groveland, IL and 4/c 
Kyle Sutschek from Park Ridge, IL were the USCGA 
representatives in the color guard.  Both cadets also 
participated in the Fallen/Missing in Action Table. 

The tradition of the toasts continued but with a 
new twist.  The toastmasters were each a firstie from 
their respective academy.  1/c Gene Storer from Bour-
bonnais, IL served USCGA proudly by offering the 
Coast Guard Academy toast. 

Ed & Sheri Bugyis, Howard & Pat Ludewig, 
David & Carlene Smith, and Bruce & Peggy Talbot 
were the Great Lakes Parents who assisted the host 
academy parents club – the U.S. Milltary Academy – 
in organizing the 2011 event.  The Great Lakes Parents 
Association along with the US Merchant Marine 
Academy parents club is responsible for the 2012 
event.  Planning starts SOON! 

 

GLPA Winter 2011-12 Newsletter 

Photos from the 29 December 2011 All Academy Ball in Lombard, IL 

Air National Guard Band of the Midwest 

Presentation of the colors, including 3/c Lena Ludewig 
from Groveland, IL and 4/c Kyle Sutschek from Park 

Ridge, IL.   

1/c Gene Storer delivers the 
toast to the Coast Guard 

Academy. 

Representing the Coast Guard Academy were (left to 
right): 2/c Stephanie Bugyis, 3/c Lexie Ludewig, 1/c 
Gene Storer, CG Auxiliary Admissions Partner Chris 

Ware, 3/c Kendra Smith, and 4/c Kyle Sutschek 

The traditional Missing 
Man Table to honor 

fallen and missing ser-
vice members 
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The CGA Chapel decorated for the les-
sons and carols 

The fall play was “Murder Runs in the Family”. Great 
Lakes performers included 2/c Lydia Roets playing 
Aunt Zelda (Mirium’s older sister) and 3/c Kendra 

Smith playing Mirium Pallfeather. Photos courtesy Paul 
Duddy 

The Fairwinds, including GLPA 3/c 
Kendra Smith, were invited by the com-
mandant to sing in his Washington, D.C. 
home at his official Christmas parties. 
They performed and helped with hospi-
tality throughout the three parties. Ad-
miral Papp noted their “glowing person-
alities and willingness to help” in his 
thank you note. 
 
WASHINGTON D.C. - Photo of events 
during the Commandant's Holiday Party 
Dec. 3, 2011. U.S. Coast Guard photo 
by Petty Officer 2nd Class Patrick Kel-
ley. 

Every year a CG Cutter serves as the Chicago Christ-
mas Ship which delivers Christmas trees to the deserv-
ing souls of Chicago. This year the CGC Alder had the 

honor. 

Miscellaneous Fall and Winter Photos 

RADM(L) Michael Parks, Commander of the 9th Coast 
Guard District, was at the Christmas Ship ceremony and 

posed with GLPA members the Smiths and Talbots. 
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Show Your Coast Guard Pride! 
For several years, the primary fundraiser for the Great Lakes Parents Association 

has been the sale of a necklace in the shape of a cadet’s cover (hat). These were so popu-
lar at R-day that we went back to Parent Weekend with 2 additional charms and sold out 
everything. We’ve ordered a new stock and are working on creating a web page for 
sales. In the meantime, if you have interest in any of the necklaces shown here, contact 
Carlene Smith. Act fast, because these charms have been hard to obtain. We do have a 
supply of the Cover Necklace and the Coast Guard Necklace. We have been told that the 
Medallion Necklace will no longer be available – so our limited supply is first come, 
first served! 

 

Order Now at carlenedavid@sbcglobal.net or 630-968-6761 

Cover Necklace Coast Guard Necklace 

Medallion Necklace 
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Those Other Service Academies 
 

When our daughter, Erin, attended 
her 3/c fall semester at the Air Force 
Academy, I thought what a perfect op-
portunity to take a peek at another one 
of the U.S. service academies.  On our 
way to Colorado Springs for Parents’ 
Weekend, I realized the vastness of the 
great West with sweeping views of the 
Rockies.  I learned the campus of the 
Air Force Academy covers 18,000 
acres (compared to the 64 acres at 
USCGA) and includes mountains! 

 
As we trudged around the grounds 

for the various Parents’ Weekend 
events, we proudly displayed our Coast 
Guard Academy T-shirts.  Yes, we did 
get a few stares from people with questioning 
expressions.  However, we were also approached 
by Coast Guard veterans who proudly introduced 
themselves. 

 
Our daughter and the other CGA cadets typi-

cally stood out in the marches in their white hats 
(and blue uniforms when Air Force cadets were 
wearing their multi-color fatigues) making it easy 
for us parents to identify them.  True to her Acad-
emy, Erin called their floors “decks,” while learn-
ing new Air Force terminology.  I guess they train 
them good at CGA—they won’t have any prob-
lem using the right terminology when aboard a 
ship.  I myself, though, never figured out the dif-
ference between a flight and an element as far as 
Air Force terms are concerned. 

 
At the tail gate before the football game, we 

had the pleasure of running into Mary and Mike 
Callaghan, Great Lakes parents from Western 
Springs, Illinois.  Their daughter, Katie, is a 4/c at 
CGA and her brother, Pat, attends the Air Force 
Academy.  It was fun to hear their take on the 
Academy differences, such as Air Force being 
stricter during the first year and Coast Guard hav-
ing a stricter formality in the later years.  We no-
ticed our daughter wearing her garrison cap dur-
ing this event, and yes, her “trops” happened to 
blend in a little more with the Air Force blue uni-
forms that day. 

 

 

During our visit to Colorado Springs, we took 
in the tourist spots with our cadet.  Even though 
9,500 people descend upon Colorado Springs for 
Parents’ Weekend, we managed to run into another 
Coast Guard family and their cadet, who is also 
attending a semester at Air Force, at the top of 
Pikes Peak.  In the oxygen deprived environment, 
we still had enough faculties to recognize the GCA 
2013 cap of the other parent and give him a hearty 
handshake. 

 
Our daughter was fondly known as “the 

Coastie” in her classes.  While attending her 
classes, we observed that the cadets from the Na-
val Academy and West Point also fit right into the 
Air Force daily routine. 

 
The experience to visit another Academy, as a 

parent, has given me a broader appreciation of the 
many ways our nation’s young men and women 
train to serve our great nation. 
 
 
 
Peggy Talbot 
GLPA Co-President 
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KEY WEST OFFLOAD 
 

 
While transiting north after sinking the ANDREA 1, CONFI-
DENCE rendezvoused with CGC GALLATIN. A few days before 
the rendezvous, GALLATIN found, stopped, and detained a go-fast 
with over 2300 lbs of marijuana onboard. CONFIDENCE was 
tasked with taking custody of the 
marijuana, smugglers and transport-
ing it to a disposition location. After 
the transfer of contraband, and de-
tained smugglers, we launched our 
boat crew and completed training 
with GALLATIN’s boat crew. This 

training helped qualify some of their members as well as 
prepared our crew for our next patrol so that we will be 
able to execute high speed tactics and maneuvers.  We 
steamed to Key West, FL where we were met by seem-

ingly every federal law 
enforcement organiza-
tion in the southern por-
tion of the state. In total, 
we off loaded more than 
900lbs of cocaine and 2300lbs 
of marijuana, adding to our im-
pressive drug bust on sailing 
vessel ATLANTIS V of 800lbs 

of cocaine; contraband valued over 
$20 million in total. 
 
-ENS Tatara 
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3/c Maren 
Balke (‘14) 
[right] and 2/c 
Erin Talbot 
(‘13) [below] 
participated in 
the Nation’s 
Triathlon on 
September 11th 
in Washington, 
D.C.  It was a 
special day 
commemorating 
the 10th anni-
versary of a 
tragic event.  There had been terror threats, but 
nothing happened other than a flooded Potomac 
River.   

They cancelled the swim portion of the race (they 
were both looking forward to that part), but they 
still had a 40 km (25 mile) bike ride and 10 km 
(6.2 mile) run. 

Maren had a great time and said it was the “best 
workout ever”.  Even though she did not post a 
great time, she was given a flag and we got a 
great photo.  It was her first triathlon and now she 
is hooked.  On her hybrid bike and with no ex-
perience, she still beat over 850 women and many 
men as well.  Sometimes you can have a great 
deal of fun when the pressure is off.   

Erin did a great job - the photo shown was the 
only time she was behind Maren for the entire 

race.  She fin-
ished 13th over-
all for the 
women and 4th 
in the female 
cadet group. 

USCGA cadets 
are really spe-
cial people.  I 
know most of us 
would not even 
consider such a 
challenge.  Con-
gratulations to 
both of them! 

 

LTJG Charlotte Jane 
Delorey '09 was a Man-
agement Major in Charlie 
Company. Her academy 
activities included Captain 
of the Cross Country and 
Indoor & Outdoor Track 
teams, and Honor Guard 
She had a wonderful ex-
perience at the Academy, 
and her parents enjoyed 
being part of her journey.  
She enjoyed her first J.O. assignment aboard the 
CGC Harriet Lane, a 270’ based in Portsmouth, 
VA.  Her new assignment is also in Portsmouth, in 
an ashore post. 
 

—————————————— 
 
3/c Judy Hooymans (‘14) was named to the 
New England Women’s and Men’s Athletic Con-
ference (NEWMAC) Women’s Soccer All-
Academic team. 
 
Picture courtesy Paul Duddy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

—————————————— 
 
3/C Kendra Smith (‘14) is back!!!  4½ months 
ago she was pulled out of the Physical Fitness 
Exam, went to the emergency room, and then had  
abdominal surgery.  Different story during the 4 
January PFE.  Despite abdominal surgery and 2 
months of no physical activity, she passed her 
class standard and the 200 standard and there will 
be no remedial.  She did 62 sit-ups! 

GLPA Winter 2011-12 Newsletter 
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Coast Guard News & Newsletter Links  

♦ Coast Guard Visual Imagery Database, your link to Coast Guard video, photos, art, graphics, and 
audio:  http://cgvi.uscg.mil/media/main.php 

♦ Proceedings:  http://www.usni.org/magazines/proceedings/archive/index.asp 
♦ Coast Guard Magazine:  http://www.uscg.mil/magazine/ 
♦ The Reservist:  http://www.uscg.mil/reservist/ 
♦ Seapower Magazine:  http://www.navyleague.org/sea_power/ 
♦ Coast Guard News Channel:  http://www.coastguardchannel.com/index.shtml 
♦ Navy Times:  http://www.navytimes.com/ 
♦ Office of Auxiliary and Boating Safety:  www.USCGboating.org 
♦ CG Auxiliary's official e-magazine "SITREP":  http://www.teamcoastguard.org 
♦ Maritime Safety:  http://homeport.uscg.mil 

 
Basic Military Information 

♦ Military Ranks – Military ranks & insignia:  http://www.defenselink.mil/specials/insignias/
officers.html 

♦ Military Pay Scales:  http://www.dod.mil/dfas/ 
♦ USO Web Site – A key resource for all military personnel:  http://www.uso.org/ 
♦ Cutters & Aircraft of the Coast Guard:  http://www.uscg.mil/datasheet/ 
♦ Coast Guard awards and medals:  http://kepler.egr.duke.edu/USCGRibbons.html 
♦ The Service Academies:  http://www.defenselink.mil/faq/pis/20.html 
♦ Washington Post military index:  http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/politics/govt/fedguide/

military.htm 
♦ Military School:  http://www.military-school.org/ 
♦ Military schools throughout the U.S.:  http://www.military-net.com/ 

 
Official (mostly) Coast Guard Links  

♦ US Coast Guard Academy – "THE" home page:  http://www.uscga.edu/ 
♦ US Coast Guard Academy Alumni Association:  http://www.cgaalumni.org/ 
♦ Academy Coast Guard Exchange System – Shopping!:  http://www.shopcoastguard.com/  (There 

are also LOTS of CG items on E-bay — check it out!) 
♦ Critical Academy Dates:  http://www.uscga.edu/calendar.aspx 
♦ USCG Auxiliary – National home page for the Auxiliary:  http://www.cgaux.org/ 
♦ DOD Installations:  http://www.defenselink.mil/faq/pis/sites.html 
♦ "Semper Paratus", the official Coast Guard song:  http://www.uscgaparents.org/links/semper.htm 
♦ History of Coast Guard Day:  http://www.defenselink.mil/afd/military/coastgrd.html 
♦ U.S. Coast Guard – Home page of the "World's Premier Maritime Service":  http://www.uscg.mil/ 
♦ CG Work-Life Program:  http://www.uscg.mil/hq/hsc/worklife/ 
♦ Coast Guard Wives:  http://www.coastguardwives.com/ 
♦ Coast Guard units:  http://www.uscg.mil/top/units/ 
♦ Chief Warrant Officer Association:  www.cwoauscg.org 
♦ Chief Petty Officer Association:  http://www.uscgcpoa.org/ 
♦ The Foundation for Coast Guard History:  www.fcgh.org/ 

 
Unofficial (but good) Coast Guard Links  

♦ CoastieChicks.net – Support for CG Spouses:  http://coastiechicks.net/ 
♦ USCGA Girlfriend and Boyfriend Support Group:  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/

USCGAGIRLSANDBOYS/ 
♦ Fred's Place – Dedicated to U.S. Coast Guard Active Duty, Retired, Reserve, Auxiliary, "All Those 

Who Served", Coast Guard SPARs, and past or present civilian co-workers:  http://
www.fredsplace.org/ 

♦ Coast Guard Foundation:  http://www.coastguardfoundation.org 
♦ Title 14, United States Code:  http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/14/ 
♦ Federal Agencies – a pretty complete listing:  http://www.lib.lsu.edu/gov/index.html 
♦ Naval and Maritime Links:  http://vlnavmar.usnaweb.org/ 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Useful Links (continued) 
 
Other Military Academy Parent Associations  

♦ USNA Parents Network:  http://www.usna.org/ 
♦ West Point Parents Net:  http://www.west-point.org/ 
♦ USAFA Parents Clubs:  http://www.usafa.af.mil/superintendent/development/parentsclubs.asp 
♦ USMMA Parents Association:  http://www.usmma.edu/parents/Default.htm 
♦ NAPS Parents Page:  http://www.usna.com/NAPS/ 

 
Fun Coast Guard Links  

♦ Ken Laesser's Coast Guard History Page:  http://www.laesser.org/ 
♦ Kids Corner – Coloring books, fun, games & links to kid's sites:  http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-m/nmc/

mail.htm 
♦ Trivia quiz:  http://www.funtrivia.com/trivia-quiz/World/A-year-at-the-US-Coast-Guard-Academy-

173127.html 

The USCG Auxiliary is the volunteer unit of the USCG. It 
performs the same missions as the regular Coast Guard 
(except law enforcement and combat). Our duties include 
surface patrols (safety, search & rescue, pollution, re-
gatta); air patrols; vessel safety checks on boats; teaching 
safe boating classes; speaking to children about safe 
swimming & safe boating; visiting marine dealers & others 

to spread information about boating regulations; pollution; Homeland Security; recruiting students for 
the AIM program and the Coast Guard Academy; radio watch standing at USCG stations; cooking for 
the crew at USCG stations; and supporting the USCG in any way we can. Since 9-11 the USCG and the 
Auxiliary have come under the Department of Homeland Security and we have been asked to perform 
more duties and get the word out to the general public so that they can assist us by becoming extra 
eyes and ears. Go to www.cgaux.org for more info. 

Want to feed your cadet? Just go to www.uscgaparents.org, click on “Members” 
and scroll down to Cadet Cakes or Ensign Edibles for more information. As you can 

see, there’s a lot of great information available on this site. 

Mission Statement of the Great Lakes 
Chapter of the U.S. Coast Guard 
Academy Parents’ Association 

The Association is a non-profit organization 
which exists for the sole purpose of support-
ing the U.S. Coast Guard Academy and its 
Corps of Cadets. It seeks: 

• to expand public understanding and appre-
ciation of the Academy 

• to encourage well-qualified young men and 
women to apply for appointments as ca-
dets 

• to promote communication between par-
ents, cadets, and the Academy admini-
stration 

• and to make known to its membership the 
opportunities for participating in Academy 
and support projects offered by the U.S. 
Coast Guard Academy Alumni Association 
and the Coast Guard Auxiliary. 

Sites to Remember… 
The Great Lakes Parents’ Association web-
site is located on the CGA Parents’ Associa-
tion website at http://www.cgaalumni.org/
s/1043/index.aspx?
sid=1043&gid=1&pgid=1293. The purpose of 
the site is to provide a resource of informa-
tion on meetings, newsletters, meeting min-
utes, directions to meetings, links for Coast 
Guard and Coast Guard Academy informa-
tion and a place to see our cadets and the 
quality of their achievements. The web site is 
of particular interest to parents of Swabs and 
4th Class cadets and potential cadets, but all 
cadets and their families have found the site 
to be interesting regardless of their level of 
progress through the Academy. 
 
Also, we’re on Facebook! go to http://
www.facebook.com and search groups for 
“Great Lakes Parents Association United 
States Coast Guard Academy”. It’s a locked 
page, so you’ll have to be approved to join. 
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