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President’s Message 
Holding hands at the theme 

park. We’ve all done it, at 
different times and for different 
reasons:  so you 
don’t get lost, 
because this ride is 
too scary, because 
this was the most 
fun we’ve ever had! 
You wouldn’t go to 
your favorite theme 
park alone, because 
you wouldn’t have 
as much fun if there 
was no one to share 
it with. Be honest, 
would you really go 
on the most challenging ride in the 
park alone? Sometimes we need a 
friend who has already been there 
reassuring us it’s going to be 
alright, to muster up the courage to 
get onboard and then to celebrate 
with when the ride coasts home. 

Parents trying to describe 
being a parent of a CGA cadet 
always end up saying it’s a real 
roller coaster ride! The excitement 
of the appointment letter, the 
butterflies of R-Day, the fear of 
not making it during Swab 
Summer, the joy of passing the 
boards and earning strips, the ups 
and downs of the four years until 
the academy ride coasts into 
graduation day. Can you tackle a 
four year ride like that without a 
helping hand? 

Our senior GLPA members 
have been on that ride and offer 
their hand to you. The question is, 
will you reach out for it? 

Today I sent out 21 invita-
tions to the incoming class of 2016 
to join us at the annual Swab 
Picnic at Station Michigan City on 

(Continued on page 3) 

 
Have you reached out to the par-

ents association for a hand to 
hold? 

GLPA Newsletter 
Spring 2012 Issue 
Published by the Great Lakes Chapter 
of the United States Coast Guard 
Academy Parents’ Association in  
August, January, and May. 

Something you’d like to see in 
the GLPA Newsletter? Send it 
in to jeffdatc@aol.com! Sub-
missions are always desired. I 

am the editor, but YOU are 
the reporters! 

UPCOMING DATES 
3 June 12:         New parent/cadet 
welcome, Sector Milwaukee, WI. 
9 June 12:  Swab Picnic to prep 
class of 2016 swabs & families, 
CG Station Michigan City, IN. 
23-24 June 12:       R-Day Week-
end. Volunteers needed for the 
Great Lakes Welcome Table  
21 July 12:   CG Foundation Pic-
nic/Cruise at Chicago-Mackinac 
Island boat race, aboard CGC 
Mackinaw, Navy Pier, Chicago. 
4 August 12:   Coast Guard Festi-
val in Grand Haven, MI; chapter 
social at American Legion Post 
28. Contact Bruce Talbot for res-
ervations and details.  
26 August 12:  GLPA Friends & 
Family Picnic for sharing our 
cadets’ summer activities, fellow-
ship, & GLPA business, CG Sta-
tion Calumet Harbor, Chicago. 
6 October 12:   Parents’ Week-
end 
Late December 12:   All-
Academy Ball, various locations. 



The Mission 
“The Leadership 44 project is one of the most important and exciting projects ever under-
taken at the Academy. Beyond that, one of the most important aspects of the program is 
that it creates a fundamental building block for cadet leadership training, which will be util-
ized by every single cadet – 100% – for the next two decades.”  

Bob Hallock ’72 Chair, Procurement Committee 
 
Putting cadets under sail is the best way to teach our 
future maritime officers the ways of the sea and for them 
to acquire a love for its lore. Under sail, the future officer 
gains a greater appreciation and respect for the wind, 
waves, and tides.  
 
Sailing craft also provide cadets with a valuable leader-
ship experience – often their first experience at com-
mand and control at sea. A ship under sail tests the true 
character and mettle of a young officer and provides in-
valuable lessons on the importance of teamwork.  
 
The Coast Guard Academy’s fleet of coastal sail training 
craft, “the Luders,” are long past their prime and, if they 
are not soon replaced, the Academy will lose one of its 
most important platforms for leadership and character 
development.  
 
The Leadership 44 Campaign seeks to raise the funds needed to replace the aging Luders fleet, which has 
been used for the Coastal Sail Training Program (CSTP) for more than 40 years. The Leadership 44 
coastal sail training vessels  

• are the Superintendent’s top priority 

• are designed to be a floating leadership platform, providing Cadets a maritime experience that is 

difficult to recreate with large cutters 

• will be the primary platform for the 2/c Coastal Sail Training Program, which is considered by most 

cadets to be their seminal leadership experience while at the Academy 

• will provide all cadets with small craft command and control, navigation, and seamanship           

experiences 

• will be used as an extension of the cadet barracks, with each cadet Company having access to, 

and responsibility for, its own boat 

• will extend the waterfront season, providing Cadets more time underway 

• will allow for standardization of the off-shore sailing program 

• will showcase the Coast Guard Academy as one of the premier waterfront facilities in the country 
 
Partners 
 
U.S. Coast Guard Academy Alumni Association 
 
Coast Guard Foundation 
 
CGA Parents Association  

CGA LEADERSHIP 44 CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

Above information from www.cgaleadership44.org/mission.html (©2010 CGALeadership44.org) 

2 

GLPA Spring 2012 Newsletter 



3 

June 9. We are offering an alterna-
tive event on June 3 at Station 
Milwaukee. I hope the incoming 
parents can attend because I know 
how important the Michigan City 
picnic was when we were “Swab 
Parents”. 

It is important to know that 
the Parents Association is more 
than just a group to ready the 
Swab Parents for R-Day. There are  
challenges that come up during the 
entire four years: the dreaded “I 
want to come home” phone call or 
what to say when Calculus seems 
insurmountable. The joyful news 
of a coveted ship assignment 
(think the RUSH home ported in 
Hawaii), or the nervous worry 
when a parent’s cadet asks if she 
can bring her cadet boyfriend 
along during a family long 
weekend visit. Each milestone 
brings new challenges, not just on 
R-Day. 

As a senior parent, you know 
how important the members of the 
GLPA have been to you and your 
family. Just as one day a Swab 
will become a trainer and event-
ually command the corps of 
cadets, so too is it the responsi-
bility for our senior parents to 
reach a helping hand out to the 
Swab parents. Please make every 
effort possible to attend our June 3 
and 9 events so that you can share 
your stories and words of 
encouragement with our newest 
parent members. We are counting 
on your hand being there, ready to 
help at all our events. Can you 
share some time at Leamy Hall at 
our table? We would love to 
celebrate with you on board the 
Cutter MACINAW at Navy Pier 
July 21 and could really use your 
input at our parent event during 
the Grand Haven Coast Guard 
Festival August 4. Parents 
Weekend, October 6th and our 
annual All Academy Ball are 
always in need of parent partici-
pation. Can we count on your hand 
to be there? 
Bruce & Peggy Talbot (Erin ‘13) 
GLPA Presidents 

(President’s Message Continued from page 
1) 

From the Treasurer 
Our chapter has cleared over 

$700 in fundraising this past year 
with the necklaces and has had 
$1400 income in dues money (the 
majority through members joining 
the national PA chapter). With that 
we have made two $500 donations 
to the national Parent Association. 
We purchased cadets cakes for the 
newest cadets, the class of 2015 
Great Lakes members, and will 
provide a flag that was flown on 
Eagle to each new Great Lakes 
ensign. We will end the year close 
to $3000, a healthy start for the 
new year. If you have other ideas 
for supporting our cadets, please 
share. 

The necklaces have been a 
huge success. We added 2 new 
charms to our existing cover neck-
lace. The medallion was quite a 
success but unfortunately is no 
longer available. We have only 
two necklaces left with the medal-
lion. If you would like one, contact 
me. In addition to the cover and 
the medallion, we have a charm 
that has the words “Coast Guard”. 

We have another option that 
we are going to try this summer. 
The GLPA will be selling this 
great new tall ship EAGLE tribute 
necklace at Leamy Hall during R-
Day weekend. The unique neck-
lace features a no-twist yoke that 
keeps the ship from flipping, and 
also has a ship’s wheel charm to 
remind you and your cadet to “stay 
the course”. Be sure to stop by our 
table as these new necklaces will 
sell out quickly! 

Contact me for prices. We 
are currently restocking but prices 
fluctuate each time we buy. The 
necklaces will be available at the 
June picnics and then will travel to 
New London for R-day or you can 
always contact me and we can 
handle the purchase through mail. 

 
Carlene Smith 
GLPA Treasurer 
carlenedavid@sbcglobal.net 
630-968-6761 

 

GLPA Spring 2012 Newsletter 

Show Your 
Coast Guard 

Pride! 
Order Now at car-
lenedavid@sbcglo
bal.net or 630-968-

6761 

Cover Necklace 

Coast Guard Necklace 

Eagle Necklace 

Medallion Necklace 
Only 2 of these left!! Order 

quickly!! 
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Ready for Some Fun?? 

Swab Picnic and Official Business Meeting Scheduled for June 9 
 
It’s hard to believe that it’s almost time to wel-

come another group of new Coast Guard Academy 
Swabs!  The Great Lakes Parent Association Swab 
Picnic is scheduled for June 9 at 12 noon central 
time at USCG Station Michigan City, Indiana. 

 
This is our big event to welcome our incoming 

class of Swabs and parents from the Great Lakes 
area. Our new Swabs will have an opportunity to 
meet their new fellow Great Lakes shipmates and 
get advice from a current cadet before R-Day, and 
our experienced parents will offer important tips for 
making R-Day and Swab Summer a little easier on 
everyone. We will provide hamburgers, hot dogs, 
and serving ware and ask parents to bring one cold 
dish to share with everyone. We will also be hold-
ing our annual required business meeting at this 
event and strongly encourage all parents and cadets 
to attend to share your experiences with our new 
members. 

Station Milwaukee Meet & Greet June 3 
 

 We are also hosting a “Meet and Greet” at 
Station Milwaukee on June 3 at 1 pm (CST). Al-
though we strongly encourage Swabs and parents 
to attend the June 9 event, we also understand that 
sometimes there is a conflict with graduation par-
ties and travel issues. If you can not attend the 
New Swabs Picnic and Business Meeting at Sta-
tion Michigan City on June 9, we are going to of-
fer an alternate date and location event at Station 
Milwaukee on Sunday June 3 at 1 pm central 
time. 
 
 We will provide a big pot of homemade 
chili and serving ware and ask parents to bring a 
salad or desert to share. We will recap the R-Day/
Swab Summer tips that will be discussed at the 
June 9 Swabs Picnic. 

USCG Station Michigan City, IN 
 
 

Address: 
Coast Guard Station Michigan City 
10 On the Lake 
Michigan City, IN  46360-3272 
 

 

USCG Station Milwaukee, WI 
(We promise the snow will be gone!) 

 
 
 
 

Address: 
Coast Guard Station Milwaukee 
2420 South Lincoln Memorial Drive 
Milwaukee, WI 53207 
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Bryan Andrews of Lambertville, 
MI to CGC DEPENDABLE 

Derek Balke of Wyandotte, MI 
to CGC STRATTON 

Daniel Beshoar of Kildeer, IL to 
Flight School 

Nicholas Fain of Oxford, OH to 
CGC SHERMAN 

Kristen Holloway of Plymouth, 
IN to CGC WILLIAM FLORES 

Kent Hunt of Milford, OH to 
CGC ACTIVE 

Christopher Izurieta of Mason, 
OH to CGC MORGENTHAU 

Spencer McFarland of Macki-
naw City, MI to CGC NORTH-

LAND 

Elizabeth Mestemaker of Gran-
ville, OH to CGC JUNIPER 

Erin Nolan of Lafayette, IN to 
CGC MACKINAW 

Kevin O’Brien of Palatine, IL to 
CGC POLAR STAR 

Nicholas Peters of Floyds 
Knobs, IN to Flight School 

Nathan Quellhorst of Wapako-
neta, OH to CGC VENTUROUS 

Colin Schembri of Dublin, OH 
to Flight Training 

Gene Storer of Bourbonnais, IL  
to CGC BOUTWELL 

 1/c Matthew Stroebel of Mentor, 
OH to CGC ORCAS  

Congratulations to the 2012 Great Lakes CGA Graduates 

These outstanding new officers will all be presented U.S. flags flown over the CGC Eagle as a token of 
the Great Lakes Parents’ Association’s respect and appreciation for their hard work over the past four 
years. Bravo Zulu!! 

Blake Bonaifas 
Sterling Heights, Michigan 

Jaime Davis 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Nicholas Egersdorf 
Rochester, Minnesota 

Casey Fall 
Hudson, Wisconsin 

Emily Gilland 
Culver Indiana 

Nolan Jones 
Green Bay, Wisconsin 

John Keiffer 
Rhinelander, Wisconsin 

Alexander Lane 
Shorewood, Wisconsin 

Ryan McNeil 
Plymouth, Indiana 

Ross Markham 
Stillwater, Minnesota 

Samuel Roets 
Watertown, Wisconsin 

Carolyn Smith 
Downers Grove, Illinois 

Nicole Strickland 
Grosse Pointe Woods, Michigan  

Hailey Thompson 
Stevens Point, Wisconsin 

Benjamin White 
Swansea, Illinois 

 Joseph Whitman 
Columbia, Illinois  

Welcome to the CGA Class of 2016 Great Lakes Cadets 

The following Great Lakes students have accepted an appointment to the USCGA Class of 2016:  

Please note that starting with the class of 2016, all Ohio cadets will be considered part of the recon-
stituted VADM Robert T. Nelson Chapter. Also, there are several Great Lakes students that are on the 
wait list or have conditional appointments so the final list may change by R-Day. Cameron Agan of 
Marion, Iowa has accepted an appointment to the scholars program and will join the class of 2017. 

Although the final analysis of the Class of 2016 will not be available until R-Day, the Early Action 
statistics show the average grade point average of Early Action appointments was 3.91 on a 4.00 scale, 
and the average S.A.T. math score was 676. Early Action appointment analysis show 39 % were female, 
29 % under-represented populations, 55 % rated high school athletes, and 46 % were A.I.M. graduates. 
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Dr. Robert “Doc” Newton 
and 36 members of the Glee 
Club traveled to Ft. Worth, TX 
in early February.  This trip was 
a first – the Glee Club paired 
with admissions.  An admis-
sions partner joined them in vis-
its to 4 schools with the glee 
club performing at every stop 
and the opportunity offered to 
students to learn more about the 
academy.  Thanks to Kathy and 
Charlie Dierker from Ft. Worth, 
parents of Glee Club member 
John Dierker, who made the 
arrangements for the group in-
cluding setting up housing in 
local homes. 

We traveled to Texas and 
arrived in time for their final 
school concert at the Ft. Worth 
Academy of Fine Arts, home of 
the Texas Boys Choir.  Their 
audience loved their perform-
ance and the glee club re-
sponded with a great show.  
The glee club received a big 
Texas welcome at the Ft Worth 
Stock Show and Rodeo.  They 
sang the National Anthem at the 
rodeo with the flag held by a horse rider. 

They wrapped up their trip with a concert 
to a thankful audience in the new sanctuary at 
the Arborlawn United Methodist Church.  
The Glee Club, Fairwinds, and Idlers per-
formed for over an hour and multiple stand-
ing ovations.  The audience, including many 
of the host families, stayed after to meet and 
take pictures with glee club members.  Many 
a glee club member returned to Connecticut 
with cowboy hats and boots, a treasured 
memory of a great trip. 

 

Carlene and David Smith 
Parents of 3/C Kendra Smith 

GLPA Spring 2012 Newsletter 

Glee Club travels to Ft. Worth, Texas 

1/C Caroline Gilmore 
1/C Dan Mischler 

1/C Kendra Smith 
3/C Brandy Lowary 
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Great Lakes parents again helped staff an 
informational booth at the Strictly Sail Chi-
cago Show at Navy Pier January 26-29, 2012. 
In conjunction with Academy Admissions 
Partners, parents distributed fliers on the new 
Leadership 44 coastal sailing boat fund rais-
ing project to show participants. The Navy 
Pier show is the largest indoor sailboat show 
in America and is a wonderful opportunity to 
increase awareness of USCGA among a 
population that is underrepresented at the 
academy. Parents who volunteered at the 
booth were: Carlene Smith, Howard Ludwig, 
Peggy Talbot, Mike Nolan, Vince & Beth 
Rychtanek, and Bob & Bridget Mueller.  Ad-
missions partners included: John Rogers, 
Bruce Talbot, and Pat Ludwig.  Parent David 
Smith is pictured. 

 
Bruce R. Talbot 

Courtesy Carlene and David Smith 

GLPA Spring 2012 Newsletter 

Great Lakes Parents at Strictly 
Sail Chicago 

Photos from the April 6 
Easter Weekend Review 

2/C Erin Talbot 

3/C Judy Hooymans and 
3/C Kendra Smith 

3/C Lexie Ludewig (2nd 
from right) 

Guidon 2/C Jared Ische 
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As was highlighted in Bruce Talbot’s re-
port in the January issue of the GLPA News-
letter, the USCG currently has only ONE 
heavy ice breaker in service, the CGC Healy. 
And it actually is a medium polar icebreaker 
capable of breaking through ice up to 4.5 feet 
thick. Healy’s work is largely determined by 
the needs of the National Science Founda-
tion, as its primary job is conducting scien-
tific operations.  

The USCG’s heavy polar icebreakers, 
which can break ice up to 6 feet thick, are the 
CGC Polar Sea (WAGB-11), and the CGC 
Polar Star (WAGB-10). Neither are in service 
at this time. In the meantime, Russia has 20 
icebreakers, Finland and Sweden have seven 
apiece, Canada has six, and China has one 
and is in the process of building a second. 

Previously, the Polar Star had been taken 
out of service and was being maintained in 
“caretaker status”. Then in June 2010 the Po-
lar Sea suffered a major engine casualty and 
was pulled out of service. The photos of the 
Polar Sea on this page were taken as it sat out 
of service in the fall of 2010, with the engines 
removed to undergo repairs. At that point, the 
intention was to rebuild the engines so it 
would be able to resume its mission after sev-
eral months. Although discussion continues, 
it was announced that the Polar Sea would be 
decommissioned at the end of 2011 and the 
Polar Star would be re-activated. Part of the 
Polar Sea’s crew was reassigned to the Polar 
Star, and the others were reassigned else-
where.  

The photos of the Polar Star were taken in 
October, 2011, as it sat in Vigor Shipyards 
(formerly Todd Shipyards) in Seattle Harbor 
undergoing a complete overhaul. The current 
plan is for the Polar Star to resume operation 
in 2013. 

GLPA Spring 2012 Newsletter 

Coast Guard Short on Heavy Ice Breaking Capability 

The CGC Polar Sea, Fall 2010 

The CGC Polar Star, October 2011 
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1/c Dan Beshoar (’12), of Kildeer, Illinois 
along with fresh-
men Derrian, 
Duryea, Strobel 
and Knox placed 
second with a 
school-record 
time of 1:33.31 at 
the NEWMAC 
Championship 
track meet at 
MIT. Dan also 
was on the freestyle relay team and made a 
NCAA B-cut time of 1:23.11 .  Dan has been se-
lected for flight training upon graduation. 

 

—————————————— 
 

3/c Judy Hooymans (’14) of Batavia, Illinois 
joined the academy women’s varsity crew team 
and helped 
USCGA win the 
River Hawk 
Racing Series at 
the University 
of Massachu-
setts, Lowell. 
She has also 
been named 
Captain of the 
2012 Women’s 
Soccer Team, and was named to the NEWMAC 
All-Academic team. 

 

—————————————— 
 

3/c Lexie Ludewig (‘14) of Groveland, Illinois 
participated in the second varsity-8 women’s 
crew team at Lowell. 

 

—————————————— 
 

1/c Erin Nolan (‘12) was a member of the 
Women’s Crew – Varsity 8 team which received 
an at-large bid to NCAA Division III Champion-
ship. She was also named to the NEWMAC All-
Academic team. 

1/c Kevin O-Brien (’12) broke the school re-
cord in the 10,000 meters race and finished 8th at 
the NCAA Division III New England Track and 
Field Championships. 

 

 

—————————————— 
 

2/c Eric Oredson (‘13) was a member of the 
Tennis team and was named to the NEWMAC All-
Academic team. 

 

 

—————————————— 
 

1/c Nick Peters (‘12) was a member of the 
Baseball team and was named to the NEWMAC 
All-Academic team. 

 

 

—————————————— 
 

4/c Kyle Sutschek (’15) of Park Ridge, Illinois 
won New England Women’s and Men’s Athletic 
Conference 
(NEWMAC) all-
conference honors in 
the discus with a 
throw of 37.38 me-
ters. She placed 9th 
at the NCAA Divi-
sion III New Eng-
land Track and Field 
Championships.  
Earlier in the season, 
she had a career-best throw of 37.92 meters, (124 
feet, four inches) at the Silfen Invitational at Con-
necticut College. 

 

—————————————— 
 
 

GLPA Spring 2012 Newsletter 

Cadet & Alumni News and Photos 
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2/c Erin Talbot (’13) of Bolingbrook, Illinois 
competed with the academy Triathlon Club and 
placed 33rd in the women’s undergrad division at 
the 2012 Collegiate National Championships in 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama. At the NEWMAC swim-
ming champion-ship she had a personal best I.M. 
time and was named to the “all academic team” 
for the second year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
—————————————— 

 
ENS Mark Tatara (‘11)  completed 

Boarding Officer School at the beginning of Feb-
ruary and then met up with his cutter, USCGC 
Confidence at Guantanamo Bay. The USCGC 
Confidence returned to homeport in Port Canav-
eral, FL on March 25th after a 60-day patrol in 
the Caribbean Sea.  

While underway, Confidence crewmembers 
were involved in two high speed chases of go-fast 
vessels suspected of illegal smuggling in the Car-
ibbean Sea. On Feb. 9, Confidence crewmembers 
interdicted a go-fast with 1,000 pounds of mari-

juana, which was turned over to authorities at 
Naval Station Guantanamo Bay.  On March 2, 
Confidence crewmembers interdicted a go-fast 
with nearly 4,500 pounds of cocaine, which was 
also turned over to authorities at Naval Station 
Guantanamo Bay. The interdictions resulted in 

the arrest of six suspected smugglers, and the sei-
zure of contraband with a total street value of $140 
million. 

Near the end of their patrol, Confidence crew-
members successfully conducted Aviation Stan-
dardization Training in Key West, FL. Crewmem-
bers were tested on, and validated their abilities to, 
successfully and efficiently conduct helicopter op-
erations while underway.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Would you like to see 
more Cadet news and 
photos? So would I. Un-
fortunately, my Vulcan 
Mind Meld is not working, 
so I can only put in what 
YOU send me!!! 

GLPA Spring 2012 Newsletter 
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Coast Guard News & Newsletter Links  

♦ Coast Guard Visual Imagery Database, your link to Coast Guard video, photos, art, graphics, and 
audio:  http://cgvi.uscg.mil/media/main.php 

♦ Proceedings:  http://www.usni.org/magazines/proceedings/archive/index.asp 
♦ Coast Guard Magazine:  http://www.uscg.mil/magazine/ 
♦ The Reservist:  http://www.uscg.mil/reservist/ 
♦ Seapower Magazine:  http://www.navyleague.org/sea_power/ 
♦ Coast Guard News Channel:  http://www.coastguardchannel.com/index.shtml 
♦ Navy Times:  http://www.navytimes.com/ 
♦ Office of Auxiliary and Boating Safety:  www.USCGboating.org 
♦ CG Auxiliary's official e-magazine "SITREP":  http://www.teamcoastguard.org 
♦ Maritime Safety:  http://homeport.uscg.mil 

 
Basic Military Information 

♦ Military Ranks – Military ranks & insignia:  http://www.defenselink.mil/specials/insignias/
officers.html 

♦ Military Pay Scales:  http://www.dod.mil/dfas/ 
♦ USO Web Site – A key resource for all military personnel:  http://www.uso.org/ 
♦ Cutters & Aircraft of the Coast Guard:  http://www.uscg.mil/datasheet/ 
♦ Coast Guard awards and medals:  http://kepler.egr.duke.edu/USCGRibbons.html 
♦ The Service Academies:  http://www.defenselink.mil/faq/pis/20.html 
♦ Washington Post military index:  http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/politics/govt/fedguide/

military.htm 
♦ Military School:  http://www.military-school.org/ 
♦ Military schools throughout the U.S.:  http://www.military-net.com/ 

 
Official (mostly) Coast Guard Links  

♦ US Coast Guard Academy – "THE" home page:  http://www.uscga.edu/ 
♦ US Coast Guard Academy Alumni Association:  http://www.cgaalumni.org/ 
♦ Academy Coast Guard Exchange System – Shopping!:  http://www.shopcoastguard.com/  (There 

are also LOTS of CG items on E-bay — check it out!) 
♦ Critical Academy Dates:  http://www.uscga.edu/calendar.aspx 
♦ USCG Auxiliary – National home page for the Auxiliary:  http://www.cgaux.org/ 
♦ DOD Installations:  http://www.defenselink.mil/faq/pis/sites.html 
♦ "Semper Paratus", the official Coast Guard song:  http://www.uscgaparents.org/links/semper.htm 
♦ History of Coast Guard Day:  http://www.defenselink.mil/afd/military/coastgrd.html 
♦ U.S. Coast Guard – Home page of the "World's Premier Maritime Service":  http://www.uscg.mil/ 
♦ CG Work-Life Program:  http://www.uscg.mil/hq/hsc/worklife/ 
♦ Coast Guard Wives:  http://www.coastguardwives.com/ 
♦ Coast Guard units:  http://www.uscg.mil/top/units/ 
♦ Chief Warrant Officer Association:  www.cwoauscg.org 
♦ Chief Petty Officer Association:  http://www.uscgcpoa.org/ 
♦ The Foundation for Coast Guard History:  www.fcgh.org/ 

 
Unofficial (but good) Coast Guard Links  

♦ CoastieChicks.net – Support for CG Spouses:  http://coastiechicks.net/ 
♦ USCGA Girlfriend and Boyfriend Support Group:  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/

USCGAGIRLSANDBOYS/ 
♦ Fred's Place – Dedicated to U.S. Coast Guard Active Duty, Retired, Reserve, Auxiliary, "All Those 

Who Served", Coast Guard SPARs, and past or present civilian co-workers:  http://
www.fredsplace.org/ 

♦ Coast Guard Foundation:  http://www.coastguardfoundation.org 
♦ Title 14, United States Code:  http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/14/ 
♦ Federal Agencies – a pretty complete listing:  http://www.lib.lsu.edu/gov/index.html 
♦ Naval and Maritime Links:  http://vlnavmar.usnaweb.org/ 

(Continued on page 12) 

GLPA Spring 2012 Newsletter 

Useful Links 
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Useful Links (continued) 
 
Other Military Academy Parent Associations  

♦ USNA Parents Network:  http://www.usna.org/ 
♦ West Point Parents Net:  http://www.west-point.org/ 
♦ USAFA Parents Clubs:  http://www.usafa.af.mil/superintendent/development/parentsclubs.asp 
♦ USMMA Parents Association:  http://www.usmma.edu/parents/Default.htm 
♦ NAPS Parents Page:  http://www.usna.com/NAPS/ 

 
Fun Coast Guard Links  

♦ Ken Laesser's Coast Guard History Page:  http://www.laesser.org/ 
♦ Kids Corner – Coloring books, fun, games & links to kid's sites:  http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-m/nmc/

mail.htm 
♦ Trivia quiz:  http://www.funtrivia.com/trivia-quiz/World/A-year-at-the-US-Coast-Guard-Academy-

173127.html 
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The USCG Auxiliary is the volunteer unit of the USCG. It 
performs the same missions as the regular Coast Guard 
(except law enforcement and combat). Our duties include 
surface patrols (safety, search & rescue, pollution, re-
gatta); air patrols; vessel safety checks on boats; teaching 
safe boating classes; speaking to children about safe 
swimming & safe boating; visiting marine dealers & others 

to spread information about boating regulations; pollution; Homeland Security; recruiting students for 
the AIM program and the Coast Guard Academy; radio watch standing at USCG stations; cooking for 
the crew at USCG stations; and supporting the USCG in any way we can. Since 9-11 the USCG and the 
Auxiliary have come under the Department of Homeland Security and we have been asked to perform 
more duties and get the word out to the general public so that they can assist us by becoming extra 
eyes and ears. Go to www.cgaux.org for more info. 

Want to feed your cadet? Just go to www.uscgaparents.org, click on “Members” 
and scroll down to Cadet Cakes or Ensign Edibles for more information. As you can 

see, there’s a lot of great information available on this site. 

Mission Statement of the Great Lakes 
Chapter of the U.S. Coast Guard 
Academy Parents’ Association 

The Association is a non-profit organization 
which exists for the sole purpose of support-
ing the U.S. Coast Guard Academy and its 
Corps of Cadets. It seeks: 

• to expand public understanding and appre-
ciation of the Academy 

• to encourage well-qualified young men and 
women to apply for appointments as ca-
dets 

• to promote communication between par-
ents, cadets, and the Academy admini-
stration 

• and to make known to its membership the 
opportunities for participating in Academy 
and support projects offered by the U.S. 
Coast Guard Academy Alumni Association 
and the Coast Guard Auxiliary. 

A Site to Remember… 
The Great Lakes Parents’ Association web-
site is on the CGA Parents’ Association web-
site at http://www.cgaalumni.org/s/1043/
index.aspx?sid=1043&gid=1&pgid=1293. 
The purpose of the site is to provide a re-
source of information on meetings, newslet-
ters, meeting minutes, directions to meet-
ings, links for Coast Guard and Coast Guard 
Academy information and a place to see our 
cadets and the quality of their achievements. 
Cadets and their families have found the site 
to be interesting regardless of their level of 
progress through the Academy. Also be sure 
to join us on Facebook:  “Great Lakes Par-
ents Association United States Coast Guard 
Academy”, http://www.facebook.com/
groups/97045912413/ 


